Zip  front 


Charcoal 


COUNT  ON  IT  — 

This  is  the  Sweater  you' 
reach  for  every  time! 
Expensive  shops 
charge  up  to  S60! 
Get  yours  here, 
direct,  for  oniy 


SPECIAL  for 
New  Custome'-s: 
Our  Lowest 
price  Ever! 


*17 


95 


This  Sweater  does  more 
than  Keep  You  Warm! 

Full  masculine  cut  makes 
your  shoulders  look  broader, 
your  waist  look  slimmer,  and 
Jits  comfortably  over  your 
heaviest  shirt. 

• 

100%  Acrylic  Knit  Tweed 
.softer  than  any 
sweater  you've  ever 
owned  AND  machine 
wash  and  wear! 

WEAR  IT  OPEN 
indoors  or  ZIPPED 
UP  to  a  snug 
turtleneck  outside. 
• 

2  roomy  pockets. 
• 

,  Easy-Glide 
NO  JAM  zipper. 
And  Superior 
Warmth! 


to  SXU 


I Haband 

1 1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 
iPeckville,  PA  18452 


sweaters. 


S(34-36)   M(38-40)   L(42-44)  XL(46-48) 
Big  Men  {No  Extra  Charge):  2XL{50-52) 
3XL(54-56)    4XL(58-60)  5XL(62-64) 


I  Send . 

I I  enclose  $  

I  purchase  price  plus  $3.25 
I  toward  postage. 

I  □  Check  Enclosed  □  Visa 
I  □  MC    □  Discover/NOVUS® 

I  Card  #  

'  Mr./Mrs./Ms.  

!  Address  


77W-75J 


Charcoal 


Burgundy 


Tan 


Navy 


-Exp.: 


.  Apt.  # . 


I  City/State  


Zip. 


Fast! 
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Important  news  about 
digital  hearing  aids. 


Seems  like  every  company  that  makes  hearing 
aids  is  talking  about  digital  these  days.  But 
none  of  them  offer  AudioZoom™,  our  patented 
technology  proven  in  clinical  tests  to  help  hearing- 
aid  wearers  better  understand  speech  in 
background  noise.  And  background  noise  is  the 
major  complaint  among  hearing- aid  wearers. 

Every  AudioZoom  hearing  aid  contains  two 
microphones.  One  picks  up  sound  in  front  of  the 
wearer  and  the  other  picks  up  sounds  from  behind. 
A  microcomputer  inside  the  hearing  aid  suppresses 
interfering  background  noise  and  enhances 
conversation. 

Now  AudioZoom  is  even  more  advanced.  We 
call  it  Adaptive  digital  AudioZoom  .  Not  only  does  it 
reduce  noise  from  behind  the  wearer  but  also  noise 
from  the  sides.  It's  Hke  radar. . .  constantiy  scanning 
around  you  and  reducing  unwanted  noise 
wherever  it's  coming  from. 

Introducing  Claro",  the  all  digital  solution 

Besides  Adaptive  digital  AudioZoom-Chxo-onr 
new  line  of  hearing  instruments  features  Digital 
Perception  Processing  . 

DPP  is  a  sophisticated  technology  that  lets  Claro 
process  sound  precisely  the  way  the  human  ear 
does. . .  by  calculating  how  each  sound  should  he  heard 
and  amplifying  it  appropriately.  Ordinary  multiband 
hearing  aids,  overamplify  noise  and  other 
unwanted  sounds  which  is  one  reason  why  they  are 
less  effective  when  there's  background  noise. 


And  that's  not  all.  Claro  offers  a  third  break- 
through technology-the  Fine-Scale  Noise  Cancelef. 
This  circuit  further  separates  important  sounds-Hke 
speech-from  unwanted,  repetitive  sounds-like 
motors,  fans,  printers  and  the  like. 

A  new  level  of  digital  performance 

By  combining  all  these  new  digital  technologies, 
Claro  has  set  a  new  standard  for  high-quality 
hearing  instruments.  And  despite  its  outstanding 
performance,  Claro  is  competitively  priced  with 
other  high-performance  hearing  aids. 

Value  and  performance.  Two  reasons  why  Claro 
is  your  best  choice  in  hearing  instruments. 

To  learn  more  about  Claro  write  to  us  or  call  our 
toll-free  number,  (888)  566-6473. 
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hearing  systems 


Call  888-566-6473 

or  write 

4520  Weaver  Parkwa 
Warrenville,  IL  6055 

www.phonak-us.com 
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70 

T  A  L  E  S    OF  WAR 

SEARCHING  FOR  DAD  By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Daughter  of  a  downed  pilot  leads  fight  on  behalf  of  Korean  War  MIAs. 

10 

YOU  WAS  WAD'  ByDanAllsup 

Rodolfo  Hernandez  earned  the  !\/ledal  of  Honor  during  a  ferocious  battle. 

10 

A  TRUE  FIGHTER  PILOT  By  Man  V\l.  Dowd 

Korean  War  hero  died  l<nocking  out  enemy  guns. 

20 

NO  EASY  LIFE  By  Steve  Brown 

Nurse  put  her  life  on  the  line  to  save  the  wounded. 

22 

PUSHING  A  FRIEND  TO  FREEDOM  ByDanAllsup 

Sabre  ace  displayed  true  grit. 

24 

FAITH  HELPED  POW  PASTOR'  SURVIVE  ByLayne  Cameron 

From  the  darkness,  one  soldier's  faith  served  as  a  candle. 

27 

SMOKES  AND  SMILES  IN  NO-MAN'S  LAND  By  Alan  w.  Dowd 

U.S.  Gl,  Chinese  soldier  chose  unusual  spot  for  cigarette  break. 

20 

DESERTER'  SERVED  IN  TWO  MIUTARIES  By  Alan  w.  Dowd 

l\/listake  almost  cost  Korean  veteran  his  life  -  after  the  war 

30 

A  TEST  OF  COURAGE  By  Kevin  J.  Dwyer 

imprisonment,  brainwashing  and  hard  labor  did  not  break  POW's  spirit. 

40 

i 


2  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  SEPTEMBER  2000 


KNOWING  PAIN  LIKE  THE  BACK  OF  HIS  HAND  BylByne  Cameron 
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4  Victory  for  frooiom  io  Korea 


|.;  vl  fflS  IS  MY  FINAL  MESSAGE 
as  National  Commander.  My 
year  of  service  has  gone  by  quick- 

■  ly,  and  the  end  of  my  term  leaves 
i^P    me  with  bittersweet  feelings. 

While  I  will  welcome  having 
more  time  at  home  with  my  fam- 
ily in  Idaho,  I  will  miss  serving 

■  you,  my  Legion  family,  as  Na- 
tional Commander. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  my  duties  has 
been  communicating  with  Legionnaires 
and  the  voting  public  about  important  na- 
tional issues.  Over  the  past  year,  these 
pages  have  become  a  meeting  place  of 
sorts,  giving  us  a  venue  to  exchange  in- 
formation, ideas  and  thoughts.  I  will  al- 
ways treasure  sharing  part  of  each  month 
with  you. 

I  am  proud  that  my  last  message  coin- 
cides with  this  moving  tribute  to  the  Ko- 
rean War.  Some  call  Korea  "the  forgotten 
war;"  others  call  it  a  draw.  I  take  issue 
with  both  characterizations. 

Unforgettable  Heroes.  The  war  claimed 
34,000  American  lives;  157,500  more 
were  wounded  or  maimed;  and  8,100  are 
still  unaccounted  for.  They  were  our 
friends,  brothers,  dads  and  husbands  - 
and  yes,  our  sisters,  moms  and  wives. 
And  they  were  South  Korea's  saviors. 
After  visiting  Seoul  and  the  demilitarized 
zone  to  mark  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
war's  outbreak,  I  can  assure  you  that  the 
South  Korean  people  have  not  forgotten 
the  war  we  fought  for  and  with  them,  or 
the  sacrifice  America's  young  men  made 
for  South  Korea's  future. 

Even  if  they  tried,  the  Koreans  could 
never  forget  this  war.  It  killed  415,000 
South  Koreans;  it  crippled  or  wounded 
another  1.3  million;  and  it  has  never 
ended.  For  47  years,  the  South  Korean 
people  have  teetered  somewhere 
between  war  and  peace,  living  in  the 
crosshairs  of  the  fifth-largest  military 
force  on  earth. 

However,  both  North  and  South 
know  they  are  not  alone  on  the  peninsu- 
la. Throughout  these  last  47  years,  U.S. 
airmen,  soldiers,  Marines,  Coast  Guard 
members  and  sailors  have  stood  with  the 
South  Korean  people,  serving  as  the 
only  insurance  against  another  North 
Korean  invasion.  Make  no  mistake,  the 


37,000  Americans  who  defend  South 
Korea  today,  and  those  young  American 
troops  before  them  have  forged  and  kept 
the  peace. 

Anyone  who  thinks  the  war  was  a  tie 
or  a  draw  doesn't  know  the  history  of  the 
war,  nor  have  they  visited  North  and 
South  Korea.  When  communist  forces 
invaded  June  25,  1950,  they  did  not  seize 
the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula  and 
move  south  -  they  invaded  the  southern 
half.  The  United  Nations  had  mandated 
free  elections,  and  both  halves  had  gov- 
ernments, militaries  and  internationally 
recognized  borders.  The  dividing  line 
between  the  Soviet-oriented  North  and 
Western-oriented  South  was  the  38th 
parallel,  and  it  had  been  observed  by  all 
sides  for  four  years. 

After  crossing  that  border,  the  North 
captured  Seoul  and  barreled  toward  the 
southern  tip  of  the  peninsula,  leaving 
American  and  Korean  forces  clinging  to 
a  tiny  toehold  around  Pusan.  Over  the 
next  35  months,  after  the  most  brilliantly 
executed  and  successful  amphibious 
assault  in  the  history  of  warfare,  U.N. 
forces  liberated  South  Korea  and  its  capi- 
tal, defeated  the  North  Korean  army, 
held  off  China's  500,000-man  invasion 
force  and  defended  the  South 's  pre-war 
border  -  through  it  all,  against  over- 
whelming odds. 

That  is  not  the  description  of  a  draw. 
That  is  a  victory. 


concluded,  "the  comprehensive  threat 
posed  by  North  Korea  to  our  national 
security"  is  actually  increasing. 

More  than  a  million  North  Korean 
troops  crowd  the  DMZ.  Their  30,000 
artillery  pieces  could  flatten  Seoul.  Their 
chemical  weapons  could  poison  millions. 
Their  rockets  could  set  Tokyo  ablaze. 
Soon,  their  relentless  and  ambitious  mis- 
sile program  will  bring  all  of  North 
America  into  their  range. 

For  4.5  million  Korean  War  veterans, 
that  is  really  nothing  new  -  you  have 
already  lived  in  North  Korea's  line  of  fire. 


The  Threat  Remains.  However, 
our  victory  could  evaporate.  . 
Today,  our  militiiry  increasing- 
ly  resembles  the  one  that  was  z\ 
thrown  into  North  Korea's  path  'i 
in  June  1950,  when  Task  Force 
Smith  was  chewed  up  by  a  bet-  V/^JHKJ^^'  history,  to  reflect  on  stories  like 
ter-equipped  and  numerically  supe-       ^         the  ones  found  in  this  special  issue 


On  this  50th  anniversary  of  the 
war  you  won,  let  us  hope  North 
Korea's  leaders  are  not  tempted 
^  to  reunify  the  peninsula  by 
=  force.  If  they  are  enticed  by  our 
apparent  weakness,  let  us  hope 
they  are  wise  enough  to  read  our 


rior  communist  force.  As  in  1950,  our 
military  has  been  hollowed  out  by  years 
of  shortsighted  defense  cuts.  As  in  1950, 
our  leaders  seem  uninterested  in  what  is 
happening  in  Asia  -  unless  it  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  multinational  corporate 
profits.  And  as  in  1950,  our  enemies  cor- 
rectly perceive  all  of  this  as  weakness. 

While  the  last  few  months  have  seen 
a  flurry  of  diplomatic  activity  on  the 
peninsula  and  promises  of  peace  break- 
throughs, a  recent  congressional  report 


and  to  remember  what  America's  fighting 
forces  have  done  and  continue  to  do  for 
the  cause  of  freedom.  Just  as  we  should 
not  underestimate  their  tenacity  and 
strength,  they  should  not  underestimate 
our  determination  and  commitment. 

Ask  any  South  Korean  over  the  age  of 
50  if  the  war  and  America's  sacrifice  in 
that  war  have  been  forgotten.  Through  the 
bows,  thank  yous,  tears  and  linguistic 
complications,  you  will  receive  a  response 
you  win  never,  and  never  wish,  to  forget. 
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The  Mobil'  Service  Station  Ciocic 


Mobilubricotioii 


An  extraordinary  UDgj^U^c^  timepiece, 
replicating  a  1950's  IMobil  Gas  Station. 


The  "Flying  Red  Horse,"  the 
sign  of  the  Mobil  gas  station,  has 
been  a  fixture  on  the  American 
landscape  for  decades.  Now,  the 
Danbury  Mint  pays  tribute  to  the 
glory  days  of  the  American  service 
station  with  The  Mobil  Service 
Station  Clock. 

A  precision  timepiece; 
expertly  detailed. 
The  Mobil  Service  Station  Clock  is 
superbly  crafted  and  authentically 
detailed.  The  interior  lights  and  gas 
pump  globes  switch  on  and  off. 
They  are  powered  by  an  AC  adapter 
(included).  The  precision  quartz  clock  requires  one 
"AA"  battery  (not  included)  and  has  a  three-way  light 
switch.  The  clock  can  light  up  by  itself,  light  up  with 


Mobil  Tires 


With  its  hoist,  workbench,  and 
supply  of  new  parts,  the  service  bay 
is  ready  for  business. 


the  rest  of  the  lights  in  the  gas  station, 
or  remain  unlit. 

Every  element  of  an  authentic 
1950's  Mobil  Gas  Station  has  been 
re-created.  The  service  bays  have 
authentic  doors,  the  corner  office 
has  a  classic  wrap-around  window, 
and  the  Wajme  gas  pumps  out  front 
are  topped  with  lighted  Mobil  globes. 
The  office  even  has  vintage  Mobil 
products  all  ready  to  sell. 

Attractively  priced. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

The  Mobil  Service  Station  Clock  is 
just  $119,  payable  in  four  convenient 
monthly  installments  of  just  $29.75  (plus  a  total  of  $12 
for  shipping  and  handling).  Your  satisfaction  is  guaran- 
teed. Return  your  Reservation  Application  today! 


used  under  license  from  Mobil  Oil  Corporation.  Greyhound  logo  owned  by  Greyhound  Lines  Inc.. 


The  Danbury  Mint 
47  Richards  Avenue 
Norwalk,  CT  06857 


RESERVATION  APPLICATION 

Send  no 
money  now.  Name  


Please  print  clearly. 


The  Mobil®  Service  Station  Ciocic 

YES!  Please  reserve  Uie  Mobil  Service  Station  Clock  for  me  as 
described  in  this  announcement. 

Signature  

All  orders  subject  to  acceptance.  Allow  4  to  8  weeks  after  initial  payment  for  shipment. 


City. 


Zip. 
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Surroimd  yourself  witlim^  i 
^           not  equipment.  ^  ^  ii 

i 

II 

^  ■  il 

Music  should  be  heard,  not  seen.  That's  the  whole  notion  behind  the  Bose®  Acoustic  Wave" 
music  system.  It  measures  less  than  a  foot  tall,  yet  with  Bose  patented  acoustic  waveguide 
technology  it  delivers  full,  clear  sound.  In  fact,  upon  its  introduction  Stereo  Review 
wrote  that  it  had  "...possibly  the  best-reproduced  sound  many  people  have  ever  heard." 
The  system,  which  is  now  available  in  platinum  white  or  graphite  gray,  features  a  compact 
disc  player,  an  AM/FM  tuner,  built-in  speakers,  and  a  handy  remote  control.  And  it's 
available  directly  from  Bose,  the  most  respected  name  in  sound.  So  call  or  write  for  your 
free  information  kit.  And  enjoy  sound  that  fills  a  room,  from  the  system  that  doesn't. 

Call  today,  1-800-898-2673,  ext.  G4950. 

For  information  on  all  our  products:  www.bose.com/g4950 


,  Dept.  CDD-G49S0,  The 


Better  sound  through  research . 


LegifNOSE^Pfli^  visit  t 
Central^  FloriiiQlk^^ 

Jft  jiH^I  ^  '  Why/iot^lan  your  next 

f  reunion  in  one  of  the  most  popular 

HL         1  vacation  destinations  in  the  world? 


Central  Florida  has  the  perfect  place  for 
you  to  renew  old  acquaintances  and  get 
together  with  great  friends.  Reunion 
groups  of  10  to  10,000  have  found 
Central  Florida  to  be  the  perfect 
location  to  unpack  once  and  experience 
it  all.  Let  us  help  you  plan  your  most 
memorable  reunion  yet. 

VISITORS  *  CONVENTION  BUREAU 

Visit  www.sunsational.org  for  more 
information  or  call  1-800-828-7655,  ext.  105. 
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Rl  I   I  I  R  [  I  WIS 

FORGOTTEN 


How  the  Korean  War  fell  Into  relative 
obscurity  among  Americans  at  home. 

By  Jack  Sauter 


U.N.  forces  cross  the  38th  parallel  during 
their  withdrawal  from  Pyongyang,  the 
North  Korean  capital,  in  1950. 


N  1995  WE  SAW  the  culmi- 
nation of  nearly  five  years  of 
commemorations  honoring  the 
men  and  wornen  who  served 
in  World  War  II.  June  marked 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
start  of  the  Korean  War,  but 
we  haven't  seen  even  a  mod- 
icum of  the  recognition  ac- 
corded the  earlier  conflict.  Does  any- 
body remember  the  Korean  War? 


Five  years  ago,  a  modest  memorial 
was  dedicated  in  Washington,  finally 
recognizing  those  who  fought  in  that 
other  war,  the  Forgotten  War.  Nestled 
near  the  stark,  white  granite  of  Lincoln 
and  the  black  wall  of  Vietnam,  there 
was  at  long  last  a  monument  to  the 
Americans  who  died  in  Korea. 

That  was  my  war  and  somehow  it's 
fallen  into  one  of  the  cracks  of  history. 
There  are  many  reasons  for  this,  and 
scholars  will  argue  over  them  for  gen- 
erations to  come,  but  I  think  the  main 


Nineteen  stainless  steel  statues  are  displayed  at  the  Korean  War  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C. 
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"Clearly,  this  was  not  our  plan  for  a  showdown  with  the  Reds.  This 
would  be  the  classic  wrong  war  at  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time. " 


reason  was  simple:  timing. 

In  World  War  II,  America  was  to- 
tally mobilized.  The  conflict  was  black 
and  white  and  easy  to  understand. 

A  generation  later,  Vietnam  divid- 
ed this  nation  as  it  hadn't  been  since 
the  Civil  War.  There  were  riots  in  the 
streets,  marches  on  Washington  and 
the  "smart  people"  avoided  the  draft. 
The  war  left  a  sour  taste  that  wouldn't 
go  away.  Vietnam  is  still  very  much  in 
the  public  eye:  Its  legacy  is  reflected 
in  books,  movies  and  television. 

Korea,  on  the  other  hand,  was  rele- 
gated to  a  great  never-never  land,  one 
that  stirred  neither  emotions  of  pride 
nor  regret.  It's  difficult  to  find  anyone 
under  the  age  of  65  who  knows  any- 
thing about  the  "police  action,"  when 
and  why  it  was  fought,  or  what  the 
outcome  was.  In  most  of  our  current 
high  school  history  texts,  it  scarcely 
rates  a  paragraph. 

Middle  Child.  While  Americans  died 
12,000  miles  from  home  and  the  con- 
flict dragged  on  for  three  long  years,  it 
was  "business  as  usual"  in  the  United 
States.  Spurred  by  rearmament,  the 
economy  boomed.  The  wounded  were 
not  paraded  in  front  of  our  living 
rooms  on  television  every  night  in  liv- 
ing color.  Instead,  we  learned  about 
the  war  from  still  photos  in  Life  maga- 
zine or  the  occasional  movie  newsreel. 
It  was  all  too  distant  and  foreign.  In 
the  three  great  wars  of  the  last  50 
years,  Korea  was  the  "middle  child." 

And  yet  it  deserves  to  be  remem- 
bered. For  the  first  time,  the  principle 
of  collective  security  was  tested  on  the 
battlefield  and  communist  aggression 
was  stopped  cold.  In  the  years  follow- 


Troops  of  the  31st  Infantry  Regiment  land  at  Inchon  Harbor,  Korea,  aboard  LSTs  in 
September  1950. 


U.S.  Navy  Sky  Raiders  release  rockets  toward  North  Korean 
positions  in  1950. 


ing,  it  became  popular  to  think  we  lost 
the  war,  no  doubt  because  we  didn't 
reunite  Korea  and  our  forces  were  dri- 
ven out  of  the  North.  However,  in  the 
seesaw  battles  of  that  terrible  first 
year,  the  North  Koreans  and  later  the 
Chinese  were  pushed  out  of  the  South 
not  once  but  several  times. 

In  all  the  arguments  about  that  war, 
one  question  should  be  asked:  Were 
the  goals  of  North  Korea's  aggression 
realized  at  the  end  of  the  war?  The 
answer  is  a  resounding  "no."  The  bor- 
ders are  essentially  the  same  as  before 
the  war.  When  you  completely  frus- 
trate an  aggressor's  plans,  I  call  that 
wirming  (e.g.,  Berlin  Airlift  1948, 
Falkland  Islands,  Gulf  War).  Behind 
our  military  shield.  South  Korea  be- 
came the  industrial  miracle  of  Asia, 
second  only  to  Japan.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  North 
retreated  deeper 
and  deeper  from 
the  family  of  na- 
tions, falling  into 
a  Third  World 
status  and  scarce- 
ly able  to  feed  its 
own  people  -  the 
Albania  of  the 
East! 

Fought  in  the 
shadow  of  World 
War  II,  Korea 
always  suffered 
from  an  unfair 


comparison.  Our  memories  of  "The 
Big  One"  are  dominated  by  smashing 
victories  on  all  fronts.  These  recollec- 
tions are  further  enhanced  by  countless 
war  films  focusing  on  our  invincibility. 
The  early  days  of  our  rearmament, 
when  the  Army  practiced  with  wooden 
cannons  and  motor  cars  were  marked 
"tank,"  were  conveniently  forgotten.  In 
the  mindset  of  1950s  America,  our 
military  was  still  the  well-equipped 
victor  of  World  War  II.  Nothing  could 
have  been  further  from  the  truth. 

Overconfidence  in  the  big  bomber 
and  severe  budget  cuts  had  left  our 
armed  forces  in  a  precarious  position. 
The  8th  Army  in  Japan  was  composed 
primarily  of  draftees;  and  those  who 
had  enlisted  were  wooed  on  a  recruit- 
ing theme  emphasizing  the  soft  life  in 
the  new  Army.  Trucks  and  tanks 
lacked  regular  maintenance  and  suf- 
fered from  a  shortage  of  spare  parts. 
Our  anti-tank  weapons  were  out  of 
date  and  pitifully  inadequate  against 
the  Russian  T-37  tanks  manned  by  the 
North  Koreans. 

Our  Navy  was  in  even  worse  condi- 
tion. When  North  Korea  invaded  its 
neighbor,  we  had  exactly  one  aircraft 
carrier  in  the  Western  Pacific:  USS 
Valley  Forge.  The  second  flat-top  to 
arrive  on  the  scene  was  British!  We 
literally  had  to  scrape  the  bottom  of 
the  barrel  to  keep  from  being  pushed 
into  the  sea.  Active  and  inactive  re- 
serves were  called  up  and  hastily 
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'In  later  years,  histori- 
ans have  placed  the 
conflict  into  a  more 
favorable  context,  but 
that  viewpoint  has  not 
trickled  down  to  the 
general  public." 


thrown  into  the  breach. 

Unfortunately,  httle  of  this  infor- 
mation reached  the  American  people. 
They  always  thought  it  was  a  political 
decision  not  to  commit  more  forces. 
As  a  result,  the  Korean  War  has  suf- 
fered unjustly.  In  later  years,  histori- 
ans have  placed  the  conflict  into  a 
more  favorable  context,  but  that  view- 
point has  not  trickled  down  to  the  gen- 
eral public. 

WWI  Revisited.  Unlike  either  World 
War  II  or  Vietnam,  the  United  States 
didn't  have  time  to  weigh  its  options. 
In  June  1950,  we  plunged  right  in, 
clearly  out  of  necessity.  Any  protract- 
ed debate  would  have  resulted  in  a 
North  Korean  fait  accompli.  The  ini- 
tial six  months  were  almost  a  micro- 
cosm of  the  "Good  War"  that  had  end- 
ed five  years  before.  After  nearly  be- 
ing pushed  into  the  sea,  we  rallied  and 
went  on  the  offensive,  and  by  Novem- 
ber we  appeared  to  have  things  neatly 
wrapped  up. 

China's  sudden  entry  into  the  fight- 
ing in  December  1950  threw  a  wrench 
into  our  Asian  strategy.  What  had 
started  as  a  "police  action"  against  a 
third-rate  country  turned  into  a  land 
war  on  the  Asian  mainland  which 
none  of  us  wanted.  China  had  the 
largest  army  in  the  Far  East,  battle- 
hardened  from  World  War  II  and  a 
recent  civil  struggle.  Clearly,  this  was 
not  our  plan  for  a  showdown  with  the 
Reds.  This  would  be  the  classic  wrong 
war  at  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong 
time. 

Our  primary  postwar  commitment 


Marines  of  the  5th  and  7th  Regiments 
fight  the  frigid  elements  at  the  Chosin 
Reservoir. 


was  to  Western  Europe,  and  we 
couldn't  maintain  that  posture  fighting 
a  full-scale  ground  war  in  Asia.  An 
agonizing  reappraisal  ensued  and  our 
objectives  were  scaled  back  to  our 
original  goal:  the  preservation  of 
South  Korea. 

Thus  the  action  was  fought  to  a 
conclusion  on  the  ground  and  in  the 
air  with  conventional  weapons  - 
American  technology  versus  Chinese 
manpower.  Eventually,  we  forced  the 
North  Koreans  and  Chinese  to  the 
truce  table  because  we  made  it  too 
costly  for  them.  They  may  have  had 
an  almost  bottomless  supply  of  men. 


but  they  possessed  only  so  many 
trained  divisions,  and  Ridgeway  and 
Van  Fleet's  men  were  inflicting  ap- 
palling casualties  on  them. 

In  many  respects,  Korea  was  more 
similar  to  the  ground  fighting  in  World 
War  I,  rather  than  the  lightning  action 
on  the  plains  of  Europe  in  the  '40s.  It 
wasn't  an  easy  war  for  the  people  at 
home  to  follow.  The  place  names 
weren't  familiar,  and  for  the  last  two 
years  there  wasn't  enough  movement 
to  attract  the  public's  attention. 

But  that  isn't  to  say  there  wasn't 
plenty  of  heavy  fighting  with  casual- 
ties to  match.  (Our  annual  losses  in 
Korea  were  higher  than  in  Vietnam.) 
This  peninsula  battle  was  as  tough  a 
fight  as  any  in  our  history,  and  made 
doubly  so  by  a  frustrating  absence  of  a 
clearly  defined  goal.  Anyone  who  was 
unlucky  enough  to  pull  a  tour  of  duty 
there  will  tell  you  about  the  steaming 
rice  paddies  of  summer  and  the  brutal 
bone-chilling  winters  -  winters  so  cold 
that  artillery  pieces  had  to  be  constant- 
ly fired  to  keep  from  freezing  up.  Our 
brilliant  amphibious  assault  at  Inchon 
and  the  heroic  withdrawal  from 
Chosin  rank  among  the  greatest  ex- 
ploits in  the  history  of  American  arms. 

"Thank  You."  In  the  last  year  of  the 
war,  I  served  in  Korea  onboard  the 
attack  carrier  USS  Lake  Champlain  as 
a  radar/navigator  aircrewman.  I 
watched  young  men  barely  out  of  high 
school  blown  over  the  side  by  jet  blast 
or  mangled  by  whirling  propellers. 
Pilots  and  aircrewmen  I'd  played 
cards  with  were  shot  down  or  disap- 
peared into  the  sea.  Even  those  not 
directly  engaged  in  combat  sacrificed 
a  fair  chunk  of  their  youth  for  this 
cause. 

At  war's  end  there  were  few  public 
acknowledgments  of  our  service.  All 
of  us  accepted  this  disruption  in  our 
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stared  at  the  picture  for  a  long 
moment,  and  then  at  me,  with  a  look 
that  spoke  volumes.  With  tears 
welling  in  her  eyes,  she  said,  "I  was 
very  young  when  the  war  started.  We 
lived  on  the  Han  River,  just  south  of 
Seoul.  My  family  walked  to  Pusan!"  It 
was  well  over  a  hundred  miles. 

She  reached  over  and  ever  so  gen- 
tly touched  my  hand.  In  an  emotion- 
choked  voice  she  said,  "Thank  you  for 
saving  my  country."  That  last  doubt 
had  finally  been  put  to  rest. 

Perhaps  America  can  generate  a 
fraction  of  that  gratitude  to  remember 
the  sacrifices  of  our  Korean  War  vet- 
erans on  this  50th  anniversary  of  that 
horrific  war.  They  deserve  no  less.  9 


Jack  Sauter  joined  the  Navy  a  few 
weeks  after  the  war  began ,  serving 
four  years  as  a  radar  I  navigator,  com- 
bat aircrewman.  He  deployed  on  the 
aircraft  carriers  USS  Midway  and 
USS  Lake  Champlain,  the  latter  off 
Korea.  He  flew  21  missions  with  Task 
Force  77  in  support  of  ground  forces. 
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Here's  to  all  veterans  who  have  served  our  country  to  protect  the  ideals  of  freedom.  And  the  right  to  boogie  down. 

Visit  our  booth  at  the  American  Legion  National  Convention  in  Miiwaukee,W\,  September  1-7. 


A  squad  leader  with  the  2nd  Infantry  Division  points  out  enemy 
positions  to  his  machine  gun  crew  north  of  the  Chongchon 
River  in  1950. 


position,  I  often 
wondered  if  this 
remote,  tiny 
country  had  been 
worth  four  years 
of  my  life  and  the 
countless  lives  of 
others.  Did  our 
accomplishments 
outweigh  the  cost 
in  treasure  and 
human  life? 
Sometimes  one 
emotional  experi- 
ence is  far  more 
telling  than  all 
the  statistics  in 
the  world. 

One  afternoon 


lives  without  protest,  perhaps  because 
we  had  come  of  age  during  World 
War  II  and  shared  those  beliefs.  Quiet- 
ly we  put  away  our  uniforms  and  went 
back  to  work. 

But  as  the  years  passed,  nagging 
doubts  persisted,  fueled  by  the  repeat- 
ed assertions  of  a  "lost  war."  In  spite 
of  the  economic  resurgence  of  South 
Korea  and  our  dominating  military 


a  few  years  ago,  I  was  in  my  insurance 
office  in  Flushing,  N.Y.,  the  home  of 
one  of  the  largest  Asian  communities 
in  the  country.  A  Korean  woman  in 
her  late  40s  was  making  a  payment 
when  she  glanced  up  at  a  photo  of  my 
Skyraider  flying  over  Task  Force  77. 
"Were  you  in  World  War  II?"  she 
asked.  I  smiled  and  replied,  "No,  I'm 
not  that  old.  I  was  in  Korea."  She 
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A  Korean  child  wanders  through  the  desolate  streets  of  war-battered  Seoul  In  the  spring  of  1951.  After  several  back-and-forth 
battles  for  possession,  most  buildings  in  the  city  were  levelled. 

The  war  changed 
the  world  and 
transformed  those 
who  fought  it 

By  James  Brady 

THE  KOREAN  WAR  has  been 
dismissed  by  some  as  "forgot- 
ten." But  it  had  its  moments.  In 
many  ways,  it  changed  America, 
and  it  changed  the  world. 
Korea  marked  the  entry  of 
Communist  China  on  the  world 
stage;  it  helped  elect  President 
Eisenhower,  who  in  the  1952 
campaign  promised,  "I  wUl  go  to  Korea;" 
it  ended  the  illustrious  career  of  Douglas 
MacArthur,  our  most  celebrated  general; 
it  proved  the  United  Nations  could  field 
an  effective  army;  and  in  stopping  the 
vast  Chinese  army,  the  war  saved  South 
Korea  and,  just  maybe,  Japan. 

However,  the  vague  and  uneasy 
truce  that  ended  the  fighting,  with  no 
clear-cut  victor,  may  have  encouraged 
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James  Brady  in  Korea. 


Perhaps  the  significance  of  Korea  is  found  not 
in  what  it  was,  but  in  what  it  wasn't.  Thanl<s  in 
part  to  our  nuclear  edge,  Korea  never  became 
World  War  III. 


the  communists  in  North  Vietnam  and 
opened  the  door  to  yet  another  Asian 
war  just  a  decade  later.  And  50  years 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  there  are 
still  some  35,000  U.S.  troops  manning 
the  bunkers  and  trenches  of  an  armistice 
line  that  meanders  almost  200  miles 
across  the  Korean  peninsula. 

The  Road  to  War.  Korea  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  Japanese  and  in  1945, 
after  their  surrender,  Korea  was  divided 
along  the  38th  Parallel  between  Russian 
and  U.S.  spheres  of  influence.  There 
was  airy  talk  of  reunification,  democrat- 
ic and  peaceful,  naturally.  But  that's  all 
it  was  -  talk.  We  armed  the  South  and 
Moscow  armed  the  North  (they  did  a 
much  better  job  of  it),  and  the  wilder 
lads  on  the  north  side  thought  Korea 
ought  to  be  unified  in  a  shootout. 

On  June  25,  1950,  the  war  began. 
Twelve  days  earlier,  I'd  graduated  from 
Manhattan  College  with  a  B.A.  and  a 
second  lieutenant's  commission  in  the 
Marine  Corps  Reserve,  something  I'd 
gone  into  to  avoid  the  draft.  Great  tim- 
ing, Brady. 

Harry  Truman  prodded  the  United 
Nations,  votes  were  taken,  threats  is- 
sued, but  the  fighting  went  on.  The 
United  States  mobilized,  reservists  were 
called  up,  MacArthur,  the  "shogun"  of 
Occupied  Japan,  was  named  supreme 
commander,  and  we  were  in  a  new  war 
less  than  five  years  after  the  last  one.  A 
"limited"  war,  so  limited  it  was  called 
"a  conflict." 

But  it  was  a  war,  all  right.  Ask  the 
guys  who  fought  it. 

I  was  there  as  a  Marine  infantryman 
from  Thanksgiving  weekend  of  1951 
until  midsummer  of  1952. 1  fought  first 
against  the  North  Koreans  and  later 
against  the  Chinese  army.  I  began  as  a 
rifle-platoon  leader,  moved  on  to  rifle 
company  executive  and  finished  my 
tour  as  a  battalion  intelligence  officer. 

What  most  of  us  who  fought  there 
remember,  beyond  the  ferocity  of  the 
North  Koreans  and  the  sheer  numbers  of 
tough  Chinese,  was  the  lousy  climate: 
the  heat  and  humidity  of  summer,  the 


storms  of  the  rainy  season  and,  most  dra- 
matic of  all,  the  cold  and  wind  of  winter. 

The  Few,  the  Best,  the  Scared.  When  I 
joined  Dog  Co.  of  the  7th  Marines  as  a 
replacement  rifle-platoon  leader,  they 
were  down  to  five  officers,  with 
sergeants  heading  the  mortars  and  the 
machine  guns.  The  second  or  third  night 
I  was  on  the  line,  the  North  Koreans 
attacked  behind  a  heavy  mortar  barrage. 
When  the  guns  fell  silent,  five  or  six 
North  Koreans  were  left  dead  in  the 
barbed  wire;  another  was  killed  on  the 
roof  of  a  Marine  bunker. 

A  day  or  so  later,  a  single  fluke  mor- 
tar shot  hit  three  Marines  sunning 
themselves.  Two  of  them  died;  the  oth- 
er lost  both  legs.  This  was  all  quite  a 
shock  to  a  kid  from  Sheepshead  Bay, 
Brooklyn,  who'd  never  seen  a  dead 
person  outside  of  Healy's  Funeral 
Home  on  Ocean  Avenue. 

The  1st  Marine  Division  was  hold- 


Pfc.  Preston  McKnight,  19th  Infantry  Regiment, 
rests  during  a  break  in  action  in  the  Yoju  area 
in  January  1951. 


ing  a  line  along  what  was  called  the 
Musan  Ridge,  in  a  mountainous  comer 
of  North  Korea.  The  Marines  had  taken 
this  ridgeline,  about  3,000  to  4,000  feet 
high,  in  hard  fighiing  in  September. 

Along  some  stretches  of  the  line,  we 
hadn't  quite  gotten  rid  of  the  neighbors. 
Less  than  100  yards  separated  our 
trenches.  At  some  points,  it  was  only  40 
yards.  So  we  stayed  in  the  trench  by  day 
-  it  doesn't  take  much  of  a  sniper  to  put 
a  bullet  through  your  head  at  40  yards. 

That  close  proximity  explains  why 
most  of  the  fighting  was  at  night  -  pa- 
trolling and  ambushes  and  raids,  small- 
unit  stuff.  Artillery  and  mortars,  of 
course,  rang  out  day  and  night. 

By  1952,  Korea  had  been  fought  over 
so  many  times  that  the  advancing  and 
retreating  armies  had  strewn  mines  and 
booby  traps  everywhere.  So  we  got  into 
the  habit  of  stepping  into  another  man's 
footprints  in  the  snow.  But  on  Jan.  1 3  I 
took  out  a  patrol  after  a  fresh  snowfall 
and  tripped  a  mine  in  deep  snow.  I 
was  lucky  -  the  blast  just  knocked 
me  silly.  Sgt.  John  Fitzgerald  of 
Hint,  Mich.,  one  of  my  squad  lead- 
ers, got  shrapnel  wounds  in  his 
arm.  Fitz,  who  had  been  wounded 
four  months  earlier,  forgave  me. 

In  the  television  commercials. 
Marine  officers  wield  a  gleaming 
sword,  slay  dragons  and  are  billed 
as  "the  few."  I  was  an  officer  and 
scared.  Marine  NCOs  like  Fitz 
were  "the  best."  And  that's  no 
commercial. 

If  you  are  a  foot  soldier,  your 
rifle  company  commander  is 
more  important  than  any  colonel 
or  general.  Our  CO  was  a  patri- 
cian Rhode  Islander,  John 
Chafee.  He'd  dropped  out  of  Yale 
to  join  the  Marines  as  a  private, 
fought  on  Guadalcanal,  then  on 
Okinawa  as  a  lieutenant.  He  was 
now  back  on  active  duty  as  a  Har- 
vard law  graduate,  a  married  man 
and  a  captain. 

Men  like  Chafee  and  Fitzger- 
ald taught  me  my  trade.  And  then 
they  were  rotated  home  and  other 
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Leathernecks  use  scaling  ladders  to  storm 
slon  Sept.  15, 1950.  The  attack  was  so  swift 

commanders  came  along,  other  non- 
coms.  I  learned  from  them,  too. 

By  April  we  were  fighting  the  Chi- 
nese -  40  divisions  of  them.  Only  six 
American  divisions,  a  splendid  British 
Commonwealth  Division,  a  handful  of 
Greeks,  Turks  and  French,  and  plenty  of 
ROKs.  Some  of  the  South  Koreans  were 
good;  most  were  inexperienced  and 
rough.  It  may  not  be  politically  correct 
to  say  that  of  the  host  country,  but  if  you 
fought  to  save  it,  maybe  you're  entitled. 

I  only  saw  the  small,  personal 
ground  war  -  foot  soldiers  killing  foot 
soldiers.  Our  jet  jockeys  fought  dog- 
fights against  their  MiGs  20,000  feet 
over  the  Yellow  Sea;  our  battleships 
and  cruisers  shelled  enemy  ridgelines; 
and  our  sailors  puked  up  their  guts  on 
the  Sea  of  Japan.  Once  I  watched  a 
wounded  B-29  fall,  tumbling  through 
the  night  sky  like  an  autumn  leaf 
aflame.  We  almost  got  one  of  the  flyers 
back,  but  the  Koreans  killed  him  just 
short  of  our  barbed  wire. 

Fighting  Toward  Peace.  Peace  talks 
began  in  July  of  195 1  but  went  nowhere. 
We  had  1 32,000  Red  POWs  by  then. 
They  had  1 1,559  U.N.  prisoners.  By 
Election  Day  1952,  U.S.  casualties  were 
123,000  dead,  wounded  or  missing. 
President-elect  Eisenhower  made  a  cur- 
sory three -day  inspection  of  Korea. 

The  truce  talks  had  bogged  down 
over  forced  repatriation  of  POWs. 
Thousands  of  Chinese  and  North  Kore- 
ans didn't  want  to  go  home.  Truman 
refused  to  force  them.  The  new  Eisen- 
hower administration  negotiated  a  pris- 


ashore  at  Inchon  in  the  amphibious  inva- 
that  casualties  were  surprisingly  low. 

oner-exchange  deal  Truman 
complained  he  would  have  been 
lynched  for  accepting.  The  armistice 
was  signed  July  27,  1953,  with  Chinese 
"human  wave"  attacks  on  U.N.  strong- 
points  raging  into  the  final  hours.  Mao- 
tse  Tung  had  ordered  the  eventual  de- 
marcation line  pushed  as  far  south  as 
possible,  a  hundred  yards,  50  yards,  a 
few  feet,  before  the  cease-fire  froze  the 
new  border  in  place. 

No  one  knows  how  many  young 
men  died  in  those  last  firefights  for 
some  worthless  patch  of  real  estate. 

Tears  and  Memories.  Tve  only  cried 
twice  over  Korea.  The  first  time  was 
when  they  unveiled  that  memorial  in 
Washington  a  few  years  back.  The  last 


A  lone  South  Korean  soldier  serves  as  a 
sentinel  at  a  U.N.  base  near  the  front  line. 


An  HRS-1  hovers  close  to  the  ground 
while  Marines  hook  a  cargo  net  loaded 
with  1,000  pounds  of  supplies  for  the 
front  12  miles  away. 

was  October  1999.  My  old  company 
commander,  John  Chafee,  had  died,  and 
my  daughter  and  I  drove  up  to  Provi- 
dence for  the  funeral. 

After  Korea,  Capt.  Chafee  became 
governor  of  Rhode  Island,  secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  a  U.S.  senator.  The  presi- 
dent and  first  lady  attended  the  funeral, 
as  did  Defense  Secretary  Bill  Cohen, 
Marine  Commandant  Jim  Jones,  Sen. 
John  McCain,  R-Ariz.,  and  a  platoon  of 
other  senators. 

Chafee 's  son,  Zechariah,  read  from 
my  memoir  of  Korea  during  the  eulogy, 
selecting  a  description  of  Capt.  Chafee 
up  there  in  the  cold  on  Musan  Ridge  as 
a  29-year-old  Marine.  I  didn't  handle 
that  very  well.  I  stood  in  a  back  pew  of 
that  Episcopal  church  sobbing,  listening  to 
my  own  words  and  remembering  when 
we  were  all  so  young. 

Perhaps  the  significance  of  Korea  is 
found  not  in  what  it  was,  but  in  what  it 
wasn't.  Thanks  in  part  to  our  nuclear 
edge,  Korea  never  became  World  War 
III.  Sure,  the  Soviets  muscled  us  in 
Berlin  and  other  places,  employing 
client  states  like  East  Germany,  China 
and  North  Korea  to  do  their  dirty  work. 
But  they  didn't  confront  us  face  to  face. 
I  like  to  believe  that's  because  we 
fought  so  hard  and  so  long  for  Korea  - 
a  place  that  we  neither  knew  nor  cared  a 
damned  thing  about,  and  a  place  for 
which  another  generation  of  Americans 
stands  ready  to  fight  again.  ^ 

James  Brady  writes  weekly  columns 
for  Parade  magazine  and  is  an  editor- 
at-largefor  Advertising  Age.  He  is  the 
author  of  a  dozen  hooks,  including  "The 
Marines  of  Autumn"  and  "The  Coldest 
War."  He  lives  in  Manhattan  and  East 
Hampton,  New  York. 
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Searching  for  Dad 


Daughter  of  a 
downed  pilot  leads 
fight  on  behalf  of 
Korean  WarMIAs. 

By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Associate  Editor 

ANN  BAKKENSEN  had  al- 
ways believed  that  her  fa- 
ther, 1  St  Lt.  Robert 
Niemann,  was  killed  during 
an  air  mission  over  Korea. 
Niemann  flew  F-86s.  During  his  last  mis- 
sion, he  lost  communication  with  his 
wingman  and  was  never 
heard  from  again. 

A  year  later,  with  the 
war  over  and  no  trace  of 
the  American  pilot,  the 
Department  of  De- 
fense closed  the 


Niemann  and  declared  him  killed  in  action. 

For  the  next  four  decades,  that's  where 
everything  stood.  No  questions,  no 
searches.  The  family  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  DoD's  conclusion.  But  then, 
Bakkensen  read  an  article  in  The  Oregon- 
ian  that  changed  everything. 

The  September  1992  article  reported 
the  Soviet  Union  had  devoted  consider- 
able time  and  energy  to  obtaining  captured 
F-86  pilots.  "My  dad's  name  was  listed  as 
one  of  the  pilots  they  had  captured  alive 
and  interrogated,"  Bakkensen  recalled. 

Immediately,  she  put  her  research 
skills  to  work  on  behalf  of  her  dad  and  the 
entire  Korean  MIA  cause,  which  had  nev- 
er seemed  to  draw  as  much  interest  or  at- 
tention as  the  plight  of  Vietnam-era  MIAs. 
"There  are  some  8,200  Americans  still 
unaccounted  for  from  the  Korean  War," 
Bakkensen  noted.  "That's  four  times  more 
than  in  Vietnam,  though  I'm  not  trying  to 
diminish  the  sacrifice  of  POWs  and 
MIAs  from  Vietnam  at  all." 

Today,  Bakkensen  is  president  of 
the  Korean-Cold  War  Family  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Missing,  a  nonprofit 
organization  founded  in  1 993  by 
three  daughters  of  Korean  War 
MIAs.  Based  in  Coppell,  Texas,  the 
group  pushes  for  a  full  ac- 
^      counting  of  every  MIA  and 
POW  from  the  Korean  War. 

The  young  organization 
has  already  made  its  pres- 
ence felt  in  Washington, 
where  its  advocacy  efforts 
have  prompted  DoD  to  issue  a 
directive  for  the  full  account- 
ing of  servicemen  missing 
from  the  Korean  War;  led  to 
the  passage  of  legislation 
bringing  Korean  War 
MIA  efforts  into  harmo- 
ny with  those  of 
Vietnam;  spurred 
the  government  to 
"     ..^^        declassify  docu- 
!  jjSHiP        ments  pertaining  to 

Robert  Niemann  climbs 
out  of  his  F-86  after  a 
mission  in  Korea.  Photo 
courtesy  Ann  Bal<l<ensen 


Korean  War  MIAs;  and  convinced  DoD 
that  new  technologies  should  be  used  to 
identify  personnel  buried  at  the  Punch 
Bowl  National  Cemetery  in  Hawaii. 

The  Legion  Lends  a  Hand.  Bakkensen's 
group  works  with  The  American  Legion 
and  the  U.S.  government  to  gain  access  to 
POW  burial  sites  and  battlefields  in  North 
Korea. 

"The  government  has  become  more 
aggressive  in  its  efforts  over  the  past  two 
years,"  observed  Bakkensen,  who  spoke 
at  the  1999  National  Convention  in  Ana- 
heim. Due  to  this  newfound  determina- 
tion in  Washington,  joint  recovery  oper- 
ations are  underway  in  North  Korea. 
However,  only  three  of  the  six 
operations  scheduled  for  1999  were  car- 
ried out,  due  to  the  North  Korean  gov- 
ernment's intransigence. 

Bakkensen  knows  from  experience 
how  difficult  North  Korean  officials  can 
be.  She  recently  led  a  delegation  to  North 
Korea,  where  she  observed  a  U.S.  recovery 
team  excavating  remains  presumed  to  be 
those  of  American  servicemen.  Last  year 
was  the  fourth  consecutive  year  in  which 
the  United  States  conducted  excavation 
operations  in  the  communist  country.  The 
efforts  have  produced  29  sets  of  remains. 

But  according  to  Bakkensen,  perhaps 
the  most  promising  developments  are 
coming  from  Russia.  The  U.S. -Russia 
Joint  Commission  is  combing  through 
documents  in  the  Podolsk  Archives  out- 
side Moscow.  The  commission  comprises 
military  and  archival  experts  from  the 
U.S.  and  Russian  governments. 

Bakkensen  hopes  to  become  the  first 
non-government  official  on  the  commis- 
sion. "The  Legion  is  really  helping  me  in 
this  effort,"  said  Bakkensen,  adding, 
"Russia  transferred  over  12,000  pages  of 
documents  to  the  U.S.  government  in 
1998  alone."  These  documents  are  help- 
ing the  DoD  and  families  like 
Bakkensen's  piece  the  Korean  MIA  puz- 
zle together. 

Even  so,  Bakkensen's  father  has  yet  to 
be  confirmed  dead  or  alive.  1st  Lt.  Robert 
Niemann's  status  is  now  officially  "miss- 
ing in  action."  ^ 


The  Best  Nkht's  Sleep  I've  Had! 

O  ^  1        -Dr.  William  M.,Lansdale,  PA 


"Smce  ma^SdectOmi/mtl 
memmaidtttamvpae$mi$, 


LtmdtkM 

Frustrated  With 
The  Qualitj^ 
Of  Your  Sleep? 

Do  you  toss  and  turn  at  night? 
Can't  seem  to  find  a  comfortable 
position?  Does  your  back  ache  when 
you  awake?  These  are  signs  that  your 
mattress  may  not  be  supporting  you 
properly  or  be  right  for  your  body. 
Select  Comfort  can  help  you  sleep 
better,  with  a  revolutionary  mattress 
that's  so  comfortable  and  supportive, 
you  wake  up  feeling  better  than  ever! 
It's  not  just  a  better  mattress,  it's  a  better 
way  to  sleep.  Even  back  pain  sufferers 
can  sleep  more  comfortably  on  air! 

You'll  Sleep  Better  On  Air! 

A  SELECT  COMFORT®  Mattress 
doesn't  rely  on  springs  or  water.  Instead, 
it  supports  your  body  on  a  cushion  of 
air.  Air  gendy  contours  to  your  body's 
shape,  reducing  uncomfortable  pressure 
points,  and  tests  show  it  also  helps 
properly  support  your  back  and  spine. 
And  that  lowers  the  tension  in  the 
surrounding  muscles.  So  you  can  sleep 
comfortably  in  most  any  posidon  and 
wake  feeling  great! 


With  patented  dmlfmnness  controls, 
you  can  each  select  your  own 
custom  comfort! 


Firmeri 


You  Control  The  Firmness 

With  a  Select  Comfort  Mattress,  you 
can  change  the  firmness  depending  on 
how  your  body 
feels  each  night. 
Go  from  extra-firm 
to  extra-soft,  simply 
at  the  touch  of  a 
button.  In  fact,  the 
firmness  adjusts 
independently  on 
each  side  of  the  bed 
so  you  and  your  sleeping  partner  can  get 
custom  support  without  compromising 
comfort  or  quality  of  sleep. 

Call  For  More  Information 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  learn  more 
about  this  revolutionary  way  to  a  better 
night's  sleep.   


Softer 


Makes  Metal 
Coils  OBSOLETE! 


rbe  Mattress  With 
Ei/sy  Push  Button 
riniiness  Control! 


Select  Comfort  Mattresses 
comfortably  contour  to  your  body, 
more  properly  support  your  back  and 
spine,  and  help  to  reduce  pressure  points. 


Metal  coil  mattresses  can  create 
uncomfortable  pressure  points  and 
provide  uneven  support  over  time. 


For  a  FREE  VIDEO  and  Brochure,  call: 

1-800-831-1211  Ext.  28009 

Visit  us  at  www.seiectcomfort.com/sleeptips^ 


Yes!  Please  rush  me  a  FREE  Video  and  Brochure. 


Name  

Addrcss_ 

City  

Zip  


SELECT  COMFORI^ 

Select  Comfort  Direct 

6105  Trenton  Lane  North,  Minneapolis,  MN  55442 
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Tou  Was  Dead' 

Rodolfo  Hernandez  earned  the  Medal  of 
Honor  during  a  ferocious  battle. 


By  Dan  Allsup 


DURING  the  solemn  1995 
dedication  of  the  Korean 
War  Memorial  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  a  startled  veteran 
looked  past  the  "battlefield" 
of  stainless  steel  infantrymen  marching  in 
loose  fonnation  and  gasped.  His  face 
masked  in  disbelief,  he  shoved  people  and 
folding  chairs  from  his  path  and  lurched  to 
a  stop  in  front  of  a  bearded  apparition. 

"Rudy,"  the  long-lost  friend  muttered. 
In  tears,  he  hugged  his  combat  buddy 
from  more  than  four  decades  earlier. 
"You  was  dead!" 

The  last  time  the  veteran  had  seen 
Rodolfo  Hernandez  was  when  he  lifted 
the  Arniy  corporal's  bleeding  and  broken 
body  from  an  actual  Korean  War  battle- 
field known  as  Hill  420.  It  was  May  3 1 , 
1951,  and  the  mission  of  Company  G  of 
the  1 87th  Airbome  Regimental  Combat 
Team  was  to  take  control  of  the  hill. 

From  Battlefield  to  Body  Bag.  "I 

remember  it  rained  all  day,"  Hernandez 


began,  recalling  the  pre-dawn  battle  that 
changed  his  life.  "They  drove  us  off  the 
hill  and  our  job  was  to  regain  it.  They 
came  at  us  about  1 : 30  in  the  morning.  I 
was  in  a  two-man  foxhole." 

The  ruthless  attack  by  heavy  artillery, 
mortar  and  machine-gun  fire  decimated 
his  unit  and  forced  it  to  withdraw.  Hernan- 
dez stayed,  however,  firing  his  rifle  into 
the  charging  enemy  ranks  until  it  jammed. 

"I  fixed  the  bayonet  on  my  broken  ri- 
fle," explained  Hernandez.  "I  also  had 
about  six  grenades.  If  I  remember  right, 
there  must  have  been  about  a  hundred  of 
them  coming  at  me.  Some  of  them  were 
real  close.  I  threw  three  grenades  at  a 
group  close  by  and  I  reckon  that  took  care 
of  a  bunch  of  them.  Then  I  attacked  the 
ones  that  were  left  with  my  bayonet.  I 
didn't  have  time  to  stop  and  ask  if  they 
were  North  Koreans  or  Chinese." 

Before  he  dropped  to  the  ground  un- 
conscious from  numerous  grenade,  bayo- 
net and  bullet  wounds,  the  20-year-old 
Mexican- American  corporal  was  credited 
with  killing  six  of  the  enemy.  "I  would 
have  gotten  more."  he  said,  "but  my  head 


'A' 
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Rodolfo 
"Rudy"  Her- 
nandez's 
injuries  were 
so  severe 
that  he  was 
?  placed  in  a 
I  body  bag 
I  after  the 
I  bloody  battle 
I  for  Hill  420  in 
I  May  1951. 


wound  was  too  bad."  Before  he  fell,  how- 
ever, Hernandez  stopped  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance and  enabled  his  unit  to  counterat- 
tack and  retake  the  lost  ground. 

After  the  battle,  his  buddies  found  Her- 
nandez on  the  littered  battlefield,  declared 
him  dead  and  placed  him  in  a  body  bag. 
Fortunately,  someone  noticed  a  small 
movement  and  rushed  him  to  medical 
care.  When  he  regained  consciousness 
more  than  a  month  later,  his  fight  for  sur- 
vival had  just  begun. 

"When  I  woke  up  I  tried  to  scratch  my 
head  but  my  entire  right  side  was 
paralyzed,"  he  said,  "and  it  stayed  that  way 
for  years."  He  tells  his  story  deliberately  - 
the  pauses  are  caused  by  brutal  wounds  to 
his  body  as  well  as  his  memory.  The  shrap- 
nel wound  to  his  head  robbed  him  of  his 
speech.  After  doctors  "rerouted"  his  brain, 
Hernandez  had  to  learn  to  speak  all  over 
again,  starting  by  reciting  the  alphabet. 

As  he  draped  the  Medal  of  Honor 
around  Hernandez's  neck,  a  humbled 
President  Truman  simply  said,  "I'd  rather 
have  this  medal  than  be  president  of  the 
United  States." 

Today,  the  69-year-old  Legionnaire 
lives  with  wife,  Denzil,  in  Fayetteville, 
N.C.  He  seems  to  have  come  to  terms 
with  the  war,  but  his  body  bears  angry 
reminders  of  his  heroism. 

He  walks  without  problems  these  days, 
but  at  times  his  right  arm  flails  out  of  con- 
trol. He  sports  a  beard  in  an  attempt  to 
hide  the  scar  from  the  bayonet  that  nearly 
ripped  off  his  lower  lip.  While  recounting 
the  battle,  his  memories  are  still  vivid,  but 
his  speech  is  slow  and  slurred. 

Hernandez  apologizes  for  the  long 
pauses,  his  embarrassment  evident.  "I 
didn't  have  this  problem  talking  before.  I 
used  to  talk  as  good  as  you."  ^ 

I      Dan  Allsup  is  a  fi-eelance  writer  who 
I  lives  in  suburban  St.  Louis. 
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They  dedicated  their  hest  years  to  lieeping  America  strong. 
Decades  later  many  would  get  sick  from  the 


Asbestos 


From  the  1930s  to  1965  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  teemed  with 
activity.  Thousands  of  men  and 
women  worked  there  —  and  at  hun- 
dreds of  other  shipyards,  facto- 
ries, powerhouses  and  construc- 
tion sites  —  to  keep  America  strong 
through  times  of  war  and  peace. 

They  were  unaware  of  the  silent 
danger  that  stalked  them  every 
working  day  —  asbestos. 

For  many,  it  would  take  decades 
before  the  symptoms  started  show- 
ing —  shortness  of  breath,  a  cough 
that  wouldn't  go  away,  chronic 
fatigue. 

And  then  the  diagnosis  — 
Mesothelioma  or  Lung  Cancer  — 

diseases  that  often  entailed  serious 


health  consequences. 

If  you  are  a  victim  of  asbestos- 
related  mesothelioma  or  lung 
cancer,  or  a  victim's  immediate 
survivor,  you  should  understand 
your  rights  and  know  what  you  are 
entitled  to. 

A  free  consultation  vidth  Weitz  & 
Luxenberg  will  help  you  choose 
your  best  course  of  action.  Weitz  & 
Luxenberg  has  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing asbestos  law  firms  in 
the  United  States  for  more  than 
ten  years. 

To  speak  with  one  of  our  repre- 
sentatives and  to  obtain  a  copy 
of  our  free  booklet  on  asbestos 
litigation,  call  us  toll-free  at 
1-800-476-6070. 


About  Weitz  &  Luxenberg 

■  Weitz  &  Luxenberg  has  successfully  settled 
thousands  of  asbestos  cases  and  is  presently 
litigating  many  more  thousands  of  asbestos 
cases  from  all  across  America. 

'  77%  of  all  asbestos  cases  on  the  New  York 
City  trial  docket  for  the  year  2000  are  being 
handled  by  Weitz  &  Luxenberg. 

'  Over  the  years,  Weitz  &  Luxenberg  has  won 
verdicts  totaling  in  excess  of  $340,000,000 
for  asbestos  victims. 


'  Weitz  &  Luxenberg  is  powered  by  over  40 
attorneys  and  180  support  personnel,  all  ded- 
icated to  serve  your  best  interests. 

•Weitz  &  Luxenberg  offers  comprehensive 
client  care  by  maintaining  separate  worker's 
compensation,  estate  and  client  relations 
departments  on  their  behalf. 


Weitz  &  Luxenberg,  P.C. 

LAW  OFFICES 

Setting  the  standard  in  asbestos  litigation  for  over  a 
180  Maiden  Lane  •  New  York,  NY  10038 


Future  verdicts  or  settlements 
cannot  be  necessarily  predicted 
from  prior  results. 


1(800)476-6070 

www.weitzlux.com 


CALL  FOR  A  FREE  CONSULTATION  &  BOOKLET 


The  statute  of  limitations  of  your 
respective  state  will  help 
determine  your  ability  to  file  a  claim. 


Inspired  America's 
"50  States''  Quarters! 


Canada's  13-Coin  1992  "Provinces  and 
Territories"  Quarter  Commemorative 
Set.  Includes  Newfoundland,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Prince  Edward  Island,  New 
Brunswick,  Quebec.  Ontario,  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan,  Alberta,  British  Columbia, 
Northwest  Territories  and  Yukon  Territo- 
ry designs. .  .plus  bonus  Parliament  coin. 
Brilliant  Uncirculated  set  with  colorful 
map  case  (design  of  case  may  vary). 

Reg.  $29.  NOW  ONLY  $19.95  a  set. 
Order  #21280.  Save  More  —  3  sets, 
$57.  Add  $2  postage.  30-Day  No-Risk 
Home  Examination:  Money-Back 
Guarantee.  To  order  by  credit  card, 
call  the  toll-free  number  below.  Or 
send  a  check  or  money  order  to: 

International  Coins  &  Currency 
62  Ridge  St.,  Dept.  4037 
Montpelier,  VT  05602 

1-800-451-4463 


For  other  offers  visit  www.iccoin.com 
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As 
You 
Were 


In  Virginia  Beach,  some  of  the  most 
impressive  military  planning  we've 
done  has  been  for  reunions.  Our 
expert  staff  will  work  with  you  well  in 
advance  to  make  sure  your  gathering 
is  a  complete  success.  Call  Dick 
Kinsley  today  at  1-800-700-7702,  or 
write:  Department  of  Convention  & 
Visitor  Development,  2101  Parks  Ave., 
Suite  500,  Virginia  Beach,  VA  23451. 

^all  Kinds  of  fuai 


www.vbfun.com 


A  True  Fighter  Pilot 


Korean  War  hero 
died  knocking 
out  enemy  guns. 

By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Associate  Editor 

THE  KOREAN  WAR  may  be 
called  the  "Forgotten  War," 
but  as  the  .story  of  Charles 
Joseph  Loring  Jr.  reminds  us, 
the  heroes  who  fought  it  are 
unforgettable. 

Bom  in  Portland,  Maine,  Loring  was 
known  as  Charlie  to  his  friends  and  fami- 
ly. "Charlie  wasn't  the  type  who  would 
allow  himself  to  be  pushed  around,"  his 
brother  Robert  remembered.  "He  was 
always  a  fighter." 

In  fact,  after  graduating  from  college 
with  a  degree  in  accounting,  Charlie  be- 
came a  boxer,  compiling  a  perfect  13-0 
record  as  an  amateur  bantamweight  in  the 
late  1930s. 

But  there  was  more  to  Charlie  than 
pluck  and  grit.  Charlie  was  "a  little 
brighter,  a  little  quicker  than  most,"  re- 
called a  local  sports  writer  in  a  1974  in- 
terview. 

After  Dec.  7,  1941 ,  Charlie's  sharp 
mind  and  bruising  fists  would  be  put 
into  Uncle  Sam's  service.  He  piloted  P- 
47s  in  Europe  and  flew  heroically  in  the 
D-Day  invasion.  He  was  a  decorated 
pilot  who  was  shot  down  behind  Ger- 
man lines  and  escaped  from  a  German 
POW  camp  after  four  months  of  captivi- 
ty. But  he  made  an  even  bigger  sacrifice 
in  Korea. 


A  Shooting  Star.  When  war  broke  out 
on  the  Korean  Peninsula,  Charlie  imme- 
diately volunteered  for  duty.  His  request 
was  not  acted  upon  until  February  1952, 
when  he  was  finally  deployed  as  an  in- 
structor for  the  8th  Fighter-Bomber 
Wing.  But  by  July  of  that  same  year, 
Charlie  was  back  in  the  cockpit  fiying  F- 
80  Shooting  Stars. 

While  some  things  had  changed  since 
the  last  war  -  in  Korea,  Charlie  would 


Charles  Loring  Jr.  sacrificed  himself  to 
destroy  an  artillery  nest. 

fly  jets  instead  of  propeller-driven 
planes  -  much  had  remained  the  same. 
His  missions  still  involved  strafing,  cut- 
ting supply  lines  and  supporting  ground 
troops. 

On  Nov.  22,  1952,  Charlie  led  a  pack- 
age of  four  F-80s  on  an  air-support  mis- 
sion over  North  Korea.  It  would  be  his 
106th  combat  mission  in  two  different 
wars,  in  two  different  decades,  on  two  dif- 
ferent continents.  And  it  would  be  his  last. 

The  mission  was  routine  for  the  sea- 
soned fighter  pilot.  For  more  than  a  month, 
Charlie's  unit  had  tried  to  take  out  the 
communist  artillery  positions  along  what 
was  known  as  "Sniper  Ridge." 

Charlie's  jet  was  hit  by  a  shower  of 
anti-aircraft  fire  during  that  last  raid  on 
Sniper  Ridge.  But  he  refused  to  break 
off  his  attack,  nor  would  he  bail  out  and 
risk  capture.  Realizing  the  plane 
wouldn't  make  it  back  to  friendly  terri- 
tory, Charlie  aimed  his  crippled  aircraft 
at  the  gun  emplacements  that  had  pinned 
down  the  American  infantry  for  weeks, 
plunging  4,000  feet  into  a  nest  of  enemy 
artillery. 

In  an  instant,  the  enemy's  heavy  guns 
were  gone,  but  so  was  Charlie.  He  was 
soon  approved  for  a  posthumous  Medal 
of  Honor.  ^ 
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JAZZ 


Start  with  the  music  shown  here  and  for  thousands 
more  jazz  and  classical  selections  visit  us  at 

vwvAA/Lmusicmaker.comi^reecds 

ON  THE  COOL  SIDE 

Miles  Davis  Jem  1327 
Gerry  IVIulligan  with 
Chet  Baker 

My  Funny  Valentine  1328 
Cal  tjader 

Mambo  Sangria  1329 
LennieTristanoWow  1330 
Lee  Konitj^rad  Mehldau/ 
Charlie  Haden 
The  Song  Is  You  1331 
Jimmy  Giuffre  Iranic  1332 
June  Christy 
Day-Dream  1333 


ROMANTIC  GUITAR 

Earl  Klugh 

I'll  See  You  Again  1208 
John  Scofield  &  Pat  Metheny 
Quiet  Rising  1209 
Stanley  Jordan 
The  Lady  In  My  Life  1385 
Dwight  Sills 
Desert  Skies  1212 
Al  Di  Meola  July  1210 
Jim  Hall 

In  A  Sentimental  Mood  1386 
Wes  Montgomery 

Lois  Ann  1382 

FREE  JAZZ  AND 
THE  AVANT-GARDE 


Diana  Krall 

As  Long  As  I  Live  1227 
Joe  Henderson 

Lazy  Afternoon  1228 

THE  JAZZ  TITANS 

Miles  Davis  Move  1173 
Sonny  Rollins  Tune  Up  1174 


Lover  Man  1377 
Grant  Green 

Moments  1257 

Ceora  1259 

Benny ( 

Summer  Nights  1295 
Lee 

Summer  Knows  1296 
Art  Farmer 

Like  Someone  in  Love  1261 
Eric  Dolphy  Something  Sweet 
Something  Tender  1262 
Lee  Konit^Charlie  Haden/ 
Brad  Mehldau 
Body  and  Soul  1263 
Nancy  Wilson  Lush  Life  1294 

TOP  BRASS 

Lee  Morgan 

The  Rumproller  1267 
Donald  Byrd  Fuego  1268 
Kenny  Dorham 

El  Matador  1269 


MAKE  2 

CI 


THE  BOP  ERA 

Fats  Navarro 

Lady  Bird  1303 
Dizzy  Gillespie  & 
Charlie  Parker 
Groovin'High  1299 
Dexter  Gordon 
Love  For  Sale  1300 


Straight  No  Chaser  1175 
JohnColtrane  Blue  Train  1176 
Charlie  Parker  & 
Dizzy  Gillespie 

A  Night  In  Tunisia*  1177 
Duke  Ellington  It  Don't  Mean 
A  Thing  (If  It  Ain't  Got  That 
Swing)  1178 

Coleman  Hawkins  Someone 
To  Watch  Over  Me  1179 
Herbie  Hancock 
Cantaloupe  Island  1180 
Julian  'Cannonball'  Adderley 
Mercy,  Mercy,  Mercy  1181 

VIVA  DIVAS! 

Diana  Krall  Jimmie  1185 

Diana  Krall 

Frim  Fram  Sauce  1186 

Billie  Holiday 

Them  There  Eyes  1187 

Ella  Fitzgerald 

Try  A  Little  Tenderness,  I  Got  It 
Bad...(m6dley)  1188 
Sarah  Vaughan 
Time  After  Time  1390 
Dinah  Washington 
Romance  In  The  Dark  1190 
Lena  Home  Mood  Indigo*  1191 
Nancy  Wilson 

On  Green  Dolphin  Street  1192 
Betty  Carter 

My  Favorite  Things  1193 
Cassandra  Wilson 
Strange  Fruit  1376 
Carmen  McRae  Dindi  1391 


Round  Midnight  1301 
Chariie  Pariter  Ornithology  1302 
Bud  Powell  Trio 
Bouncing  With  Bud  1304 
Sonny  Stitt  I  Got  Rhythm  1306 


The  Riddle  1318 

Cecil  Taylor  Steps  1325 

Dewey  Redman 

O'Besso  1326 

Eric  Dolphy 

Out  To  Lunch  1320 

Sun  Ra 

Stardust  For  Tomorrow  1321 
Archie  Shepp 
Sonny's  Back  1322 
Lester  Bowie 
Rope-A-Dope  1323 
Paul  Bley  Contrary  1324 

JAZZ  FOR  A  LAZY 
AFTERNOON 

Dave  Grusin  Maria  1220 
Eliane  Elias  An  Up  Dawn  1383 
Chick  Corea 
Samba  Yantra  1222 
Miles  Davis  Yesterdays  1223 
Herhie  Hancock 
Watermelon  Man  1225 
Everette  Harp  Mercy  Mercy 
Me  (The  Ecology)  1226 


1  Choose  the  songs  that  you  like. 

2  Sequence  the  songs  and  personalize 
each  disc  with  a  title  you  create. 

3  Return  the  coupon  and  receive  your 
first  2  custom  CDs  FREE  (even  get  a 
bonus  CD  at  half  price:  $4.95). 

Select  from  thousands  of  original  recordings  on  such 
prestigious  labels  as  Blue  Note,  32  Jazz,  Pacific  Jazz  and 
more.  There's  no  obligation  to  buy  more.  Our  regular 
price  is  $9.95  for  the  first  5  songs,  plus  $1.00  for  each 
additional  song  (there  is  a  charge  of  200  a  minute  for 
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Nurse  puts  her  life 
on  the  line  to  save 
the  wounded. 

By  Steve  Brown 


HER  CAREER  BEGAN  as 
an  airline  stewardess,  but 
in  war  time  it  wasn't  cof- 
fee or  tea  Lillian  Keil 
served  -  it  was  fresh 
blood,  bandages  or  simply  a  reassuring 
word. 

A  registered  nurse,  Keil  joined  the 
Army  Air  Corps  in  1943  after  a  pas- 
senger asked  her  what  she  was  doing 
on  a  commercial  airline  when  war-time 
flight  nurses  were  needed.  Without  fur- 
ther prompting,  she  soon  found  herself 
aboard  a  C-1 19  aircraft  in  World  War 
II  Europe  resupplying  Gen.  Patton's 
army  and  evacuating  wounded  during 
425  missions. 

Less  than  a  decade  later,  the  ever- 
patriotic  Keil  was  back  in  uniform  in 
Korea.  There,  the  decorated  veteran 
added  another  175  missions,  four  Air 
Medals  and  a  Korean  Service  Medal  to 
her  impressive  military  record. 

Lacking  Luxury.  Flying  into  combat 
zones  on  C-1 19s  packed  with  supplies, 


U.S.  Air  Force  flight  nurse  Lillian  Keil  assists  the  wounded  aboard  a  C-119  aircraft.  Keil 
helped  evacuate  4,000  Marines  in  nine  days  from  the  Chosin  Reservoir. 


the  only  seating  available  for  Keil  and 
her  fellow  nurses  was  atop  55-gallon 
fuel  drums.  "The  aircraft's  portholes 
were  open  the 
entire  flight  to 
prevent  gasoline 
fumes  from  ignit 
ing,"  said  Keil. 
"We  took  drums 
of  fuel,  ammuni- 
tion, guns  -  any- 
thing that  kept 
the  fighting  men 
going." 

In  late 
November  and 
early  December 
1950,  Keil  and 
other  crewmem- 
bers  treated  and 

cared  for  some  4,000  Marines  airlifted 
from  battles  at  the  Chosin  Reservoir. 


'^s  soon  as  we 
dropped  off  one  load 
of  evacuees,  we'd  turn 
right  back  around  for 
more  supplies  and 
head  back  toward  the 
front  line. " 

-  Lillian  Keil 


One  of  those  harrowing  evacuation 
flights  sent  the  crew  members  plunging 
precariously  into  mortal  danger.  Poor 
visibility  and 
snow-covered  ter- 
rain played  havoc 
with  the  pilot's 
ability  to  navigate 
to  the  evacuation 
airfield.  The  C- 
1 19  came  under 
constant  attack  as 
it  was  restricted 
from  displaying  a 
red  cross  (due  to 
its  auxiliary  role 
of  supplying 
munitions).  Fly- 
ing along  the 
river  flowing 
from  the  reservoir,  the  pilot  was  able 
to  locate  the  landing  area  at  Hagaru-ri. 
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Once  the  plane  was  on 
the  ground,  the  ground 
crews  worked  feverishly 
to  unload  the  supplies, 
then  carry  the  litters  of 
injured  soldiers  to  the 
plane. 

As  the  wounded  were 
being  taken  on  board, 
enemy  soldiers  attacked 
the  airfield.  Guns  pound- 
ed all  around.  As  quick- 
ly as  possible,  the  air- 
craft took  off  -  somehow 
unscathed  by  enemy  fire. 
The  nurses  went  right  to 
work  on  head  and  spinal 
injuries,  burns  and  the 
ever-present  frostbite. 
Amid  constant  ground 
fire  and  threats  of  enemy 
aircraft  attacks,  Keil  and 
fellow  nurses  provided 
whatever  comfort  they 
could  for  the  wounded.  "It  was  heart 
rending,  but  we  had  no  time  to  think 
about  that,"  she  said. 

The  arctic  conditions  at  the 


Lillian  Keil 
1951.  Keil 


and  Staff  Sgt.  Steve  Lyons  pause  in  front  of  a  C-119  aircraft  in 
flew  175  air  evacuation  missions  during  the  Korean  War. 


Chosin  Reservoir  caused  the  bulk  of 
Keil's  patient  load.  "We  had  a  lot  of 
patients  suffering  from  frostbite,  and 
even  their  guns  were  frozen.  Their 


fingers  were  frozen, 
too,  so  they  couldn't 
have  pulled  the  trig- 
ger even  if  they  had 
wanted  to,"  said  Keil. 
Even  the  morphine 
vials  on  the  plane 
were  frozen,  forcing 
the  nurses  to  impro- 
vise by  having  the 
patients  put  the  vials 
in  their  mouths  to 
thaw  them. 

During  the  Chosin 
evacuation,  Keil  went 
days  without  sleeping 
in  a  bed.  "We  flew 
around  the  clock,  non- 
stop," she  said.  "As 
soon  as  we  dropped 
off  one  load  of  evac- 
uees, we'd  turn  right 
back  around  for  more 
supplies  and  head 
back  toward  the  front  line." 

Though  she  suffered  much  misery, 
Lillian  Keil  was  able  to  bring  great 
comfort  to  wounded  GIs.  5| 
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Pushing  a  Friend  to  Freedom 


Sahre  ace  displayed  true  grit 

By  Dan  Allsup 


APPEARANCES  CAN  deceive, 
so  don't  let  the  mild-mannered, 
bespectacled  Robinson  Risner 
fool  you.  After  guarding  the 
Panama  Canal  in  his  P-39  during 
World  War  H,  garnering  eight  kills  in  Korea 
and  being  a  seven-and-a-half-year  "guest" 
of  the  North  Vietnamese,  there's 
still  a  lot  of  grit  in  the  soul  of  this 
retired  Air  Force  brigadier  gen- 
eral. 

And  more  than  a  touch  of 
jet-jockey  sauciness. 

Just  ask  the  former  Russian 
MiG- 1 5  ace  whom  Risner,  now 
75,  met  at  a  recent  "Gathering  of 
Eagles"  meeting,  a  get-together 
of  international  aviation  aces. 
They  started  a  conversation  and 
learned  they  had  flown  in  Korea 
at  about  the  same  time.  The 
Russian  innocently  wondered  aloud  if  they 
had  ever  faced  off  against  each  other  in  air 
combat  in  that  war  some  50  years  ago. 

Risner  paused,  contemplated  for  a  mo- 
ment, scratched  his  chin  and  answered 
slowly:  "No  way  -  you  wouldn't  be  here!" 
Like  so  many  past  and  present  fighter 

^  pilots,  "Robbie"  Risner  is  a  great 
V         storyteller.  But  there's  at  least 
^  one  tale  that  needs  no  embeU- 
>^  >    ishing.  This  former  F-86  Sabre 
pilot  was  the  man  responsible  for 
one  of  the  most  astonishing  combat 
flying  feats  ever  attempted. 

Confronting  the  Enemy.  The  story  picks 
up  in  September  1952  about  23,000  feet 
over  North  Korea's  Yalu  River.  Young 
■  Capt.  Risner  was  flying  one  of  four  Sabres 
escorting  a  group  of  fighter-bombers  at- 
tacking a  chemical  plant  near  the  river.  He 
had  just  disposed  of  a  MiG- 15,  flown  by  a 
pilot  he  describes  as  the  greatest  he  had  ever 
encountered.  Then,  with  his  adrenaline  still 
pumping,  he  noticed  his  wingman  was  in 
trouble.  Second  Lt.  Joe  Logan's  F-86  had 
been  hit  hard  and  he  was  preparing  to  bail 
out  over  enemy  territory. 

But  Risner  told  him  to  stay  with  the 
plane  a  bit  longer  because  he  had  an  idea: 
He  was  going  to  nudge  the  nose  of  his 


Sabre  into  the  tail  pipe  of  his  wingman's 
plane  and  push  it  into  friendly  territory! 

"We  had  talked  about  different  ways  to 
keep  a  pilot  from  being  shot  down  and  cap- 
tured," Risner  said  recentiy  at  his  home  in 
San  Antonio.  "We  had  laughed  about  push- 
ing each  other,  but  I  don't  think  anybody 
had  tried  it  before.  But  I  had  to  do  some- 
thing because  Joe  and  I  were  very  close.  He 
was  the  all- American  boy  -  blond 
and  handsome  and  an  outstanding 
fighter  pilot.  I  was  going  to  try  to 
push  him  to  Cho  Do,  an  island 
about  60  miles  to  the  south." 


Retired  U.S.  Air 
Force  Brig.  Gen. 
Robinson  Risner. 


Tandem  Tactics.  Capt.  Risner 
dropped  back  behind  his  friend's 
crippled  F-86,  which  was  now 
bleeding  hydraulic  fluid  and  fuel 
from  flak  damage.  He  gently 
slipped  his  jet's  nose  into  the 
exliaust  of  the  other  and  prodded 
it  slowly  forward. 
"Joe  was  out  of  fuel,  but  I  needed  him  to 
fly  very  smoothly  because  there  was  an 
amazing  amount  of  turbulence  behind  his 
airplane,"  Risner  said.  "If  either  of  us  bobbed 
the  least  bit,  I'd  be  tossed  out  of  contact." 

To  make  matters  even  more  difficult, 
Risner  was  flying  nearly  blind,  his  cockpit 
window  slimed  with  fuel  and  fluids.  At  least 
eight  times  he  lost  contact  and  stmggled 
against  the  turbulence  before  he  could  once 
again  slip  his  Sabre's  crumpled  nose  into  the 
tail  pipe  of  the  other.  Finally,  Risner  man- 
aged to  spot  Cho  Do  in  the  distance. 

"When  I  got  Joe  over  the  island  at 
about  5,000  feet,  I  was  very  low  on  fuel 
myself,"  Risner  continued.  "I  told  him  to 
bail  out  and  the  rescue  unit  would  pick 
him  up  and  we  would  get  together  later  at 
the  base.  When  I  saw  him  jump,  I  thought 
all  was  well.  I  thought  he  was  safe." 

But  he  wasn't.  Although  Logan  had 
bailed  out  over  the  island,  the  wind  blew 
him  about  300  yards  offshore.  He  landed 
safely  in  the  water,  but  he  became  entangled 
in  his  parachute  cords  and  choked  to  death 
before  the  rescue  units  could  reach  him. 

"I  was  devastated,"  Risner  says  today. 
"Back  at  the  base,  when  I  saw  that  Joe 
wasn't  on  the  rescue  plane,  I  broke  down 
and  cried  that  night.  Please  don't  call  me  a 
hero.  I  just  did  what  I  had  to  do."  !! 
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"It's  Time  To  Say  Thank  You." 
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Think  a  veteran's  vote  won't  matter 
in  the  Presidential  Race? 

Think  again. 

^^1^  The  American  Legion  and  iBelong  want  you  to  find  out  what  the 
^^^^^m^  leading  presidential  candidates  have  to  say  about 
J  important  issues.  Log  on  to  www.MyLegion.com 
beginning  1\iesday,  September  5,  and  watch  them  speak 
during  our  National  Convention  in  Milwaukee.  Then  review  their  positions  and 
vote  in  an  historic  online  straw  poll  for  America's  25  million  military  veterans  and  the 
more  than  2  million  Active-Duty,  National  Guard  and  Reserve  members  to  send  a  strong, 
clear  and  united  message.  Can't  catch  it  live?  View  the  candidates'  responses  to  important 
issues  and  then  vote,  all  the  way  through  Oct.  1. 
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Send  the  message: 


A  veteran's  vote  DOES  count 

Leading  presidential  candidate  speeches  and  straw  poll 
Beginning  Tuesday,  Sept.  5 

Voting  will  continue  through  Oct.  1 
,  www.MyLegion.com 


Faith  helped  POW  'Pastor'  Survive 

from  the  darkness,  one  soldier's  faith  served  as  a  candle. 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Associate  Editor 

OCT.  6,  1951.  Richard Bas- 
sett  remembers  the  day 
vividly.  He  was  the  fourth 
man  from  the  front  when 
his  platoon  ran  into  an 
ambush  near  Kumwha  in  the  "Iron  Tri- 
angle" sector  of  North  Korea. 

During  the  confusing  firelight,  Bassett 
recalls,  Chinese  were  coming  at  his  unit 
from  all  directions.  Many  men  were 
wounded,  four  were  killed  and  he,  along 
with  three  others,  was  captured.  "My 
,  .    ,  friend  was  be- 

r/6  06081716  d.      tween  me  and 
the  enemy,  and 
he  surrendered 
before  I  did," 
said  the  72- 
year-old  of  St. 
Augustine,  Fla. 
"In  order  to 
keep  fighting,  I 
would 've  had 
to  kill  him." 

The  Ameri- 
can POWs  were 
pulled  from  the 
rice  paddy,  taken  to  a  hill  held  by  the  Chi- 
nese and  jailed  in  a  cave  until  nightfall.  In 
the  darkness,  they  were  marched  until 
dawn  to  another  cave  where  they  were 
interrogated. 

During  the  month-long  slog  toward  the 
POW  camp  at  the  Yalu  River,  Bassett 


POWpastor 
ofsorts, 
holding  r6gu- 
lar,  informal 
churohsor- 
vioes  at  night. 


experienced  the  nauseating  feeling  of 
coming  under  friendly  fire:  "We  were 
bombed  and  strafed  by  American  planes 
on  four  occasions." 

Surviving  the  march,  of  course,  paled 
to  what  captured  soldiers  had  to  endure  at 
Camp  5  -  Pyokdong.  Frostbite,  night 
blindness,  dysentery,  yellow  jaundice  and 
mental  breakdowns  dwindled  down  the 
numbers.  Starvation  and  squalid  condi- 
tions took  their  toll  on  Bas- 
sett during  his  21 -month 
incarceration.  A  diet  of 
"bird  seed"  accounted  for 
the  young  corporal's  loss  of 
nearly  80  pounds.  "They 
mostly  fed  us  a  mixture  of 
sorghum  and  millet.  We'd 
get  potatoes  or  frozen 
turnips  with  rice  or  scraps  of 
meat  on  rare  occasions," 
recalled  Bassett.  "There's 
more  meat  in  a  Big  Mac 
than  I  ate  in  two  years." 


Richard  Bassett  (far  right  in  the  white  shirt)  spent  21 
months  reading  scripture  and  leading  prayers  to  keep 
himself  and  other  prisoners  at  Pyol(dong  alive. 


Life  Pledge.  During  his 
lengthy  imprisonment,  Bas- 


sett pledged  to  himself  that  if  anyone  were 
to  walk  out  of  this  camp  alive,  it  would  be 
him.  And  the  tool  he  used  to  sustain  his 
soul  was  a  pocket-size  New  Testament, 
which  he  was  allowed  to  keep. 

He  became  a  POW  pastor  of  sorts, 
holding  regular,  informal  church 
services  at  night.  At  least  once  a  week, 
Bassett  lit  a  wick-and-soybean  candle 
and  led  the  small  gathering  in  prayer, 
scripture  reading  and  quiet  hymns.  The 
spiritual  boosts  helped  Bassett  -  and  the 
three  other  men  captured  in  his  platoon  - 
return  home  alive. 

Bassett  recalls  the  trepidation  he  felt 
prior  to  being  released  Aug.  12,  1953. 
As  he  stood  at  the  checkpoint,  a  Chi- 
nese officer  called  out  his  name,  an 
American  officer  echoed  his  response, 
the  wooden  gate  raised  and  Bassett 
crossed  over  to  Freedom  Village.  "I  had 
dreamed  this  so  many  times,  I  just  knew 
I  was  going  to  wake  up  and  it  would  be 
all  over,"  said  Bassett.  "When  I  first 
saw  Old  Glory,  it  brought  tears  of  joy. 
It  was  an  answer  to  a  prayer,  a  long- 
awaited  dream  come  true."  ^ 
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Smokes  and  Smiles  in  No-Man's  Land 

U.S.  GIj  Chinese  soldier  chose  unusual  spot  for  cigarette  break. 


By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Associate  Editor 

IN  MARCH  1953,  Sgt.  George 
Linker  Jr.  came  face  to  face  with 
the  enemy,  but  this  meeting  of  two 
battlefield  opponents  ended  with 
an  exchange  of  smiles  rather  than 
gunfire. 

"We  had  been  attacked  on  the  crest 
of  Pork  Chop  Hill,"  Linker  recalled,  re- 
ferring to  an  area  that  lies  in  what  is  to- 
day the  demilitarized  zone.  Linker's 
Company  L  of  the  31st  Infantry  Regi- 
ment repulsed  the  attack. 

When  the  guns  quieted.  Linker  heard 
moaning  just  beyond  his  unit's  position. 
The  cries  were  coming  from  a  wounded 


Chinese  soldier,  who  lay  in  the  no- 
man's  land  between  the  two  fronts. 

Linker  crawled  out  to  the  wounded 
soldier,  opened  his  first-aid  kit  and  treat- 
ed the  man's  leg.  The  surprised  Chinese 
soldier  responded  without  a  trace  of 
hostility.  "He  couldn't  have  been  more 
than  15,"  said  Linker,  who  himself  was 
only  19. 

After  Linker  finished  patching  up  his 
enemy,  he  offered  the  soldier  a 
cigarette.  "They  were  Lucky  Strikes," 
said  Linker,  who  now  resides  in 
Matthews,  N.C.,  where  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Paw  Creek  American  Legion  Post 
353.  The  Chinese  soldier  responded  in 
kind,  offering  Linker  a  cigarette  from 
his  own  PRC-issued  pack. 


Linker  admits  that  he  was  motivated 
not  so  much  by  goodwill  as  by  the 
chance  to  take  a  vacation,  at  least  initial- 
ly. "They  gave  us  $50  and  an  extra 
day's  R&R  in  Tokyo  for  catching  a 
POW,"  Linker  recalled,  laughing  as  he 
reflected  on  the  unusual  circumstances 
of  that  moment  in  the  war. 

Linker  tried  to  gesture  to  the  enemy 
soldier  that  he  could  carry  him  back  to 
the  allied  positions,  but  the  message 
never  seemed  to  get  through. 

"We  sat  for  just  a  few  minutes,  smil- 
ing at  each  other,"  Linker  noted.  "And 
then  mortar  shells  started  coming  in, 
and  I  jumped  into  my  trench  and  he 
jumped  into  his." 

Their  cigarette  break  was  over. 
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Own  the  first  collector  knife 
to  support  our  true  heroes 


22  kt.  gold-plated 
ulptured  American  eagle 


Hand-finished 
stainless  steel 
blade 


Individuallv  numbered 


Authenticated  with  the  official  PVA  logo 
Limited  forever  to  just  45  casting  days 


Limit:  one  knife  per  collector ; 


Crafted  with 
polished  and 
antiqued  silve 
finishes 


Hand-decorated 
with  individual 
applications  of 
rich  color 


Designed 
in  the 

tradition  of 
hand-carved, 
antiqued 
scrimshaw 


Hand-enameled  ■ 
Vietnam  Service  Medal  i 
Ribbon  with  lustrous  ; 
22  kt.  gold  plating  \ 


The  Circle  of  Honor 
shown  actual  size 
of  7V4"  (extended) 


JUST  $37.50  WITH  A  LIFETIME  MOI\EY.BACR  GUARAl^TEE, 


YOUR  purchase  directly  supports  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 
in  helping  our  paralyzed  heroes  achieve  dignity  and  independence. 
So  order  your  premiere,  numbered  edition  collector  knife  today! 


The  first  collector  knife  ever 
issued  by  Paralyzed  Veterans 
of  America  is  a  powerful  tribute 
to  those  who  served  in  Vietnam. 
PVA's  Official  commemorative  knife, 
created  by  award-winning,  master 
knife  designer  Jared  Dietz,  features 
the  Vietnam  Service  Medal  Ribbon, 
heavily  plated  with  silver  and  gold, 
and  decorated  wdth  intricate  hand- 
enamehng.  Original,  authentically- 
detailed  artwork  portrays  a  patrol 
boat ,  Huey  and  Cobra  helicopters 
and  brave  troops  engaged  in  a 
dynamic  battle,  A  22  karat  gold- 
plated  American  Eagle,  flanked  by 


two  golden  stars,  "crowns"  the  top 
of  the  handle.  The  stainless  steel 
blade  is  serially  numbered  for 
each  owner  and  completes  this 
highly  desirable  collectible. 
Designed  in  the  tradition  of 
coveted,  hand-carved  antique 
scrimshaw  knives,  this  unique 
treasure  is  guaranteed  for  life 
and  includes  a  Certificate  of 
Authenticity.  To  acquire  the 
first  collector  knife 
ever  created  to  help 
America's  paralyzed 
Veterans,  mail  your 
order  form  today 


YOUR  I»,...cl.ai 

Pai-alyxcil  Veic 


Mail  to:  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America 

Veterans  Commemoratives  Order  Center 
7453  Shipley  Avenue,  Harmons,  MD  21076 

YES.  I  vrish  to  support  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America  by  ordering 
The  Circle  of  Honor  commemorative  knife  including  a  Certificate 
of  Authenticity  and  Lifetime  Guarantee.  I  need  send  no  money 
now.  I  will  be  billed  for  $37.50*  when  my  knife  is  ready  to  be  sent 
to  me.  I  understand  I  may  only  acquire  one  knife. 

•Plus  ,53.95  tor  shipping  and  l\an(l]ii\g.  PA  residents  add  6%  state  sales  Ux, 

Signature  ^  
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'Deserter'  Served  in  Two  Militaries 

Mistake  almost  cost  Korean  veteran  his  life  -  after  the  war 


By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Associate  Editor 

It  was  all  a  misunderstanding  -  a 
potentially  lethal  misunderstanding. 
James  Paek,  a  Korean  War  veteran, 
was  sentenced  to  death  for  deser- 
tion. But,  as  it  turns  out,  Paek  had 
served  two  combat  tours  in  Korea.  He's 
no  deserter. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Korean  War, 
James  Paek  was  in  the  South  Korean 
navy.  Today,  he's  an  American  citizen 
and  a  U.S.  Army  veteran.  In  the  interven- 
ing 50  years,  this  double  veteran  was 
sentenced  to  death  for  deserting  the  very 
war  in  which  he  served  two  separate 
tours  in  two  separate  militaries,  pardoned 
and  given  the  opportunity  to  start  a  new 
life  in  America. 

A  Long  Road  Home.  Pack's  troubles 
began  when,  as  a  South  Korean  sailor, 
he  was  sent  to  San  Diego  to  train  with 
the  U.S.  Navy.  On  the  day  before  his 
deployment  back  to  Korea,  he  was  given 
leave.  Paek  decided  to  visit  his  aunt  in 
Fresno.  Not  knowing  how  large  the  state 
of  California  was,  he  bought  a  bus  ticket 
and  headed  north,  certain  he'd  make  it 
back  to  San  Diego  before  the  ship  set 
sail  for  Korea. 

What  he  thought  would  be  a  one-hour 
excursion  turned  out  to  be  an  all-night 
trip.  After  arriving  in  Fresno  the  next 
morning,  Paek  raced  to  catch  another  bus 
south,  but  he  never  made  it  back  to  his 
ship.  An  acquaintance  urged  Paek  to  go 
to  the  American  military  and  offer  to 
serve.  He  took  the  advice  and  was  soon 
headed  across  the  Pacific  as  an  inter- 
preter with  the  U.S.  Army. 

He  finished  out  the  war  and  went  on  to 
serve  six  more  years  in  Korea,  at  which 
time  he  was  honorably  discharged. 

But  James  Pack's  story  doesn't  end 
there.  Wanting  to  set  things  right,  Paek 
explained  his  circumstances  to  the  Kore- 
an Naval  Authority,  which  still  had  him 
listed  as  a  wartime  deserter.  The  penalty 
for  desertion  was  execution,  and  the  Ko- 
rean authorities  wasted  little  time  in  sen- 
tencing him. 

"I  asked  them,  'Why  would  a  deserter 


James  Paek  was  falsely  accused  of  desertion 
during  the  Korean  War.  After  being  cleared  of 
wrong-doing,  he  came  to  America  to  start  a 
new  life. 

join  the  American  Army  and  return  to 
fight?'  I  begged  them  to  spare  me,  but 
they  didn't  listen,"  Paek  recalled.  He 
spent  the  next  six  months  in  prison,  a 
victim  of  circumstance  and  his  own  inno- 
cent mistake. 

As  the  execution  date  approached. 
Pack's  ordeal  took  an  almost-biblical 
turn.  While  Paek  had  been  fighting  on  the 
seas  with  the  Korean  navy  and  in  the 
trenches  with  the  U.S.  Army,  his  half- 
brother  was  rising  through  the  ranks  of 
the  Korean  military.  "He  was  a  major 
general  in  the  Korean  army,"  Paek  ex- 
plained. "When  he  heard  of  my  situation, 
he  used  his  influence  and  power  to  get 
me  out.  I  was  literally  waiting  to  die," 
Paek  remembered. 

Pardoned  by  the  Korean  government, 
Paek  returned  to  America  in  1973.  He 
now  lives  in  Starke,  Fla.,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Legion  Post  56. 

"This  is  the  best  country  in  the  world," 
Paek  declared.  While  we  hear  that  phrase 
often  from  politicians  and  new  immi- 
grants, it  means  a  little  more  coming  from 
the  "deserter"  who  fought  the  commu- 
nists under  two  different  flags.  % 


I  asked  them, 
Why  would  a 
deserter  Join  the 
American  Army 
and  return  to 
fight?' I  begged 
them  to  spare 
me,  but  they 
didn't  listen. 

-  James  Paek 
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Revered  for  liis  gallantry  as  much  as  liis  battlefield 
strategy,  Robert  E.  Lee's  gray-coated  troops  would  fol- 
low the  General  anywhere.  In  June  1863,  Lee  led  a  col- 
umn 75,000  men  strong  across  the  Potomac  River  m  a 
bold  invasion  of  the  Nortii.  The  Confederates  would 
stall  at  Gettysbui^,  where  three  days  of  savage  fighting 
turned  the  tide  of  the  Qvil  War  and  sent  Lee,  still  gal- 
lant in  defeat,  back  to  Virginia. 

Now  artist  John  Paul  Strain's  heroic  porti-ait  of  Lee 
crossing  the  Potomac  has  been  re-created  on  fine 
porcelain.  What  a  splendid  work  of  history  and  por- 
traiture for  your  home! 

"Robert  E.  Lee,"  8%  inches  in  diameter  with  a  dec- 
orative border  ringed  with  22-karat  gold,  is  a  hand- 
numbered  limited  edition,  comes  with  a  Certificate  of 
Authenticity,  and  is  backed  by  Bradford's  365-day 
return  guarantee.  Best  of  all — ^at  $29.90— it's  a  won- 
derful art  value. 

This  plate  is  issued  in  a  limited  edition,  so  please 
order  yours  today.  Send  no  money  now.  Just  mail  the 
coupon  and  soon  the  pride  of  the  Confederacy  will  by 

yours!  ©1996  BGE  RLB-588 


'Robert  R  Lee' 


I  YourBbadford 
!  Exchange  ADVANTAGES: 

t  'A  hand-numbered  limited-edition 
I  plate  with  a  correspondingly  hand- 
I  numbered  Certificate  of  Authenticitv 

I  "A  complete  plate  story  introducing 
;vou  to  the  artist  and  detailing  the 
;  significance  of  this  stunning  plate 

•A  new  work  of  art  by  acclaimed 
artist  John  Paul  Strain  surrounded 
I  bv  a  border  edged  in  22-karat  gold 

j  'An  unconditional  365-day  guarantee 
i  allowing  vou  to  return  your  plate 
;  for  a  full  refund  of  everything  vou 
i  have  paid — including  postage 


'riik  i-n!Ai)i-uiM)  i-:a(  ma;-  ,i 

9345  Milwaukee  Avenue  Niles.  IL  6071  4-1  393  * 


THE 


OF    PLATE  COLLECTING 


YES.  Please  enter  my  order  for  "Robert  E.  Lee." 
I  understand  1  need  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW.  I  will  be 
billed  $29.90*  when  my  plate  is  shipped. 
Limit:  one  plate  per  order.    Please  Respond  Promptly 

Signature  

Mr.  Mrs 

Your 

City_ 


;  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


State 


Zip 


NIGHTTIME  OVER 


Navy  ace  was  scourge  of  the  sky. 


IN  THE  SPRING  of  1953,  my  fellow 
crewmembers  did  little  to  contain 
their  excitement  after  my  fifth  offi- 
cial victory,  becoming  the  first  and  only 
Navy  ace  of  the  Korean  War.  They 
were  yelling  and  screaming  and  had 
banners  stretched  across  the  deck  of  the 
USS  Princeton  welcoming  me  back.  To 
this  day,  I  can  still  recall  how  proud  I 
felt  standing  on  the  deck  listening  to 
their  cheers  and  seeing  the  looks  on 
their  faces. 

The  impetus  for  that  festive  home 
coming  started  when  enemy  planes 

Cdr.  Guy  Bordelon  earned  his  spot  in 
aviation  history  by  becom- 
ing the  Navy's  sole 
ace  of  the 
Korean 
War. 


were  wreaking  havoc  on  the  Seoul, 
Kimpo  and  Suwan  bases  by  staging 
nighttime  raids  using  old  prop  planes 
that  Air  Force  jets  could  not  deal  with. 
On  one  occasion  an  F-94  tried  to  inter- 
cept an  80-knot,  Po-2  biplane  (Polikar- 
pov).  The  jet  stalled  out  and  crashed. 
The  commander  of  the  319th  Fighter 
Interceptor  Squadron  was 
killed  when  his  F-94 
overtook  and 
rammed  its  slow- 
moving  prey. 

The  commander 
of  the  7th  Fleet, 
Adm.  "Jocko"  Clark, 
volunteered  our  ser- 
vices, and  within  two 
lays  a  contingent  of  ecsta- 
tic Navy  night  fighter 
pilots  flew  their 


Corsairs  into  Kilo  14  south  of  Seoul. 

On  our  first  night,  I  spotted  a  Yak- 18 
and  noted  a  rear-seat  gunner.  He  opened 
up  as  I  came  astern  with  my  F-4U-5N 
Corsair,  and  his  tracers  passed  under 
my  left  wing.  I  fired  one  burst  from  my 
20  mm  cannon  and  blew  the  Yak  to 
bits.  Within  minutes,  Marine  Corps 
ground  radar  directed  me  to  a  second 
Yak.  I  dove  straight  down  and  let  loose 
a  long  burst  and  watched  the  intruder 
explode  in  a  ball  of  flame. 

Adm.  Clark  was  waiting  for  me 
when  I  landed.  "This  is  for  you,"  he 
said,  handing  me  the  Silver  Star.  "Don't 
worry  about  the  paperwork,  that  will 
come  later." 

Bagging  Number  Five.  The  next  night 
I  was  vectored  to  a  pair  of  enemy  air- 
craft flying  to  the  seaward  of  Inchon.  I 
closed  to  visual  range  of  two  Lavochkin 
9s  or  1 1  s,  and  with  a  short  burst  blew 
the  wingman  away.  The  lead  aircraft  led 
me  on  a  hairy  tail  chase  over  the  AA 
batteries  around  Kaesong.  I  pulled  in 
tight  and  stuck  on  his  tail  until  we 
cleared  the  antiaircraft  fire.  Then  a  few 
short  bursts  of  20  mm  broke  him  up, 
and  I  watched  him  explode  on  the 
ground. 

I  made  my  fifth  confirmed  kill  not 
long  afterward.  With  the  help  of  radar,  I 
honed  in  on  the  enemy,  another  La-1 1 . 
After  giving  a  full-power  chase,  I 
moved  in  to  a  sure-kill  firing  position 
while  he  turned  hard  left  and  right.  He 
finally  straightened  out  long  enough  for 
me  to  get  a  long  burst  of  cannon  fire 
into  him.  His  aircraft  exploded  with  a 
tremendous  flash,  and  I  was  nearly 
blinded. 

Flying  on  autopilot,  I  let  Annie  Mo 
fly  herself  until  my  vision  cleared. 
She  flew  like  a  thoroughbred, 
and  I  could  have  kissed 
her.  Our  Corsairs  were 
sturdy  old  birds,  and  we 
loved  them.  That  plane, 
as  much  as  anything 
else,  helped  me  become 
the  Navy's  lone  ace  of 
the  Korean  War. 

-  Guy  Bordelon, 
\  Ruston,La. 


Vacation; 

Was  it  the  romantic  getaway  at  tlie  country  inn. 
The  tour  of  an  historic  battlefield... 
The  beach  trip  with  the  kids... 

Be  they  simple  pleasures  or  exotic  adventures,  everyone  has 
memories  of  special  vacation  spots  -  and  we 
want  to  hear  about  them. 
In  the  March  2001  issue  of  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  we  will  publish  a  special 
feature  about  our  readers'  favorite  vacation 
spots.  Pfease  send  us  your  name,  address, 
^iQ0*Wihiber  and  a  brie^^Qunt  (300 
words  or  less)  about  your  most  hiemflfmble 
L  vacation,  and  include  a  related  photo. 
If  we  publish  your  account,  we  will 
'  pay  you  $100.  Send  all  materials  by ' 
Nov.  1,  200^to: 

Vacations,  The  American  Legion  |V1a| 
P.O.  Box  1055/lndiam 


America's  #1  Scooter  Value! 


www.pridemobility.com 


where  a  Pride  Scooter  can  take  you! 

Running  Errands         •  Visiting  family  &  friends 
Riding  around  the  park  •  Getting  around  your  home 
Browsing  the  mall        •  Wherever  you  want  to  go 

Ask  about  financing  your  Pride  Scooter 

witti  iow  monthly  fxtyments. 


2 


1  chose  my  Pride  Scooter 


for  its  outstanding  performance, 
style,  durability  and  value." 


'-  Proudly  displays 
the  American  Flag, 
your  military  branch 
and  rank. 


1-800-e00:6035 

\fes!  I  would  like  to  know  more  about  a 
I        Pride  Scooter.  (Telephone  number  required.) 

I  Name:  

I  Phone:  

I  Address:  

I 


State: 


Zip: 


City:. 


I  Mail  To:  Pride  Mobility  Products  Corp. 
I_AL9  00  182  Susquehanna  Ave.  Exeter,  PA  18643 


The  'Splendid  Splinter' 
Blazed  into  Home  Base 


I ENTERED  THE  Air  Force  in  late 
1951  and  was  sent  to  Korea  in  early 
1952. 1  was  assigned  to  a  crash 
crew  as  a  crane  operator  at  Suwon,  just 
south  of  Seoul. 

One  morning,  we  received  a  call 
that  a  Marine  F-9F  was  approaching 
runway  55  on  fire  and  without 
hydraulic  pressure.  I  parked  my  crane 
on  the  taxiway  in  front  of  the  control 
tower.  An  ambulance  and  three  fire 
trucks  were  also  standing  by.  As  the 
aircraft  slammed  onto  the  runway,  it 
zoomed  past  us.  It  was  totally 
engulfed  in  flames  as  it  slid  to  a  stop. 

The  pilot  jumped  off  the  right  wing 
and  ran  away  from  the  burning  aircraft 
only  to  be  stopped  by  the  ambulance 
crew.  It  took  the  fire  department  about 
an  hour  to  put  out  the  flames  as  there 
was  much  jet  fuel  spewed  on  the  run- 
way. I  backed  my  crane  to  the  comer 
of  the  fuselage  and  right  wing.  I  no- 
ticed the  pilot  had  been  brought  back 
to  the  scene  and  was  apparently  OK. 

As  I  was  lifting  the  plane  to  put  it 
on  a  flatbed  trailer,  I  felt  a  tap  on  my 
left  foot.  To  my  surprise,  I  looked 
down  to  see  it  was  baseball  great  Ted 
Williams,  the  "Splendid  Splinter."  He 
asked  me  if  1  could  raise  the  plane 
high  enough  so  he  could  walk  under  to 
view  the  damage.  1  was  scared  out  of 
my  boots,  fearful  that  the  aging 
crane's  cable  may  snap  or  that  my  ca- 
ble brake  would  not  hold. 


Palmer  Porter  recalls  meeting  Ted 
Williams  after  a  fiery  crash  landing. 

Being  raised  in  the  Boston  area  in 
the  late  '30s  and  early  '40s,  I 
witnessed  many  of  Ted's  baseball 
feats  in  Fenway  Park.  I  never  dreamed 
of  meeting  this  great  man  in  such  a 
far-off  place  as  Korea. 

-  Palmer  Porter,  North  Sutton,  N.H. 


A  salvage  worker  inspects  the  wreckage  of  Ted  Williams'  F-9F  after  his  crash  landing.  The 
baseball  star  (Inset)  served  In  the  Marine  Corps.  Inset  courtesy  American  Legion  Baseball 


Four  days  after  heavy  enemy  fire, 
Henry  Melnhardt  recalls  the  irony  of 
Marines  being  wounded  the  day  after 
the  cease-fire. 

Wounded 
After  the 
Cease-Fire 

ON  THE  MORNING  after  the 
cease-fire,  I  was  on  a  sou- 
venir hunt  in  front  of  one  of 
our  trenches.  It  was  a  bizarre  scene, 
with  weapons  and  bodies  strewn 
everywhere. 

The  Chinese  who  had  been 
shooting  at  us  the  day  before  were 
now  bartering  with  us  for  cigarettes. 
I  had  just  liberated  a  pistol  when  I 
noticed  a  group  of  Chinese  squatting 
around  a  pile  of  weapons  and  gear. 

Standing  around  them  was  a 
group  of  Marines.  One  of  the 
Marines  picked  up  what  appeared 
to  be  a  bundle  of  rags  from  the  pile. 
The  Chinese  motioned  for  him  to 
put  them  back.  He  did  not  realize 
he  was  holding  a  satchel  charge. 

When  he  threw  it  into  the  pile,  it 
exploded  and  wounded  most  of  the 
Marines.  Everyone  responded  by 
moving  to  the  safety  of  their 
respective  trenches.  It  was  the 
longest  walk  of  my  life. 

It  seems  ironic  that  just  four 
nights  prior  to  the  cease-fire,  the 
Chinese  fired  every  round  of  ammo 
they  had  at  us,  and  they  had  over- 
run some  positions.  Those  Marines 
survived  that  only  to  be  wounded 
the  morning  after  the  cease-fire. 

-  Henry  Meinhardt, 
Upper  Marlboro,  Md. 
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Tootsie  Rolls  to  the  Rescue 


AFTER  THE  BATTLE  of  the 
Chosin  Reservoir  in  late  1950, 
the  Air  Force  continued  daily  air 
drops  using  cargo  planes  flying  low 
over  us 
beleaguered 
Marines.  Included 
with  the  medical 
supplies,  ammuni- 
tion and  C-rations 
were  box  after  box 
of  Tootsie  Rolls. 
They  had  been 
deemed  as  an  ex- 
cellent source  of 
energy,  easily  car- 
ried with  no  need 
to  be  heated  be- 
fore eating. 

However,  at 
30  below  zero, 
we  had  to  lay  the  candy  on  the  ground 
and  use  our  bayonets  to  cut  off  the 
pieces.  Before  chewing,  it  took  about 


For  Marines  like 
Tom  Elliott,  Toot- 
sie Rolls  were 
more  thian  just  a 
chewy,  chocolate 
snacl<. 


20  minutes  in  our  mouths  to  thaw  it 
out.  Later,  we  figured  out  that  if  we 
carried  the  Tootsies  under  our  shirts,  it 
made  it  easier  to  bite  off  a  chunk. 

The  candy  served  a  dual  purpose. 
As  we  fought  daily  toward  the  await- 
ing ships,  the  enemy  would  shoot  up 
the  long  line  of  equipment,  including 
most  of  our  jeeps  and  trucks.  The 
good  old  Tootsies  came  to  the  rescue. 
Calls  of  "Tootsie  to  the  rear!"  would 
bring  Marines  galloping  toward  the 
disabled  vehicle,  chewing  all  the  way. 
The  pliable  wads  would  be  used  to 
plug  leaking  fuel  drums,  radiators  and 
gas  tanks.  Upon  filling  the  hole,  the 
Tootsie  plug  would  immediately 
freeze,  filling  the  damaged  area  better 
than  even  a  metal  weld. 

It  was  costly  repair  work,  though.  I 
lost  every  filling  in  my  mouth  and  had 
to  have  two  teeth  pulled  upon  reaching 
the  ships. 

-  Tom  Elliott,  Escondido,  Calif. 


For  the  Flip  of  a  Coin 


MY  GRANDFATHER,  A.  Ray 
Pelley,  was  on  a  cross-country 
train  in  August  1951  from 
Camp  Lejeune, 
N.C.,  to  Camp 
Pendleton,  Calif., 
where  he  would  be 
shipped  out  to  Ko- 
rea. Ray,  a  Navy 
corpsman,  and  two 
of  his  buddies 
were  sharing  a 
compartment  on 
the  train.  It  was 
summer  so  they 
felt  fortunate  to 
have  the  only  car 
on  the  train  that 
was  air-condi- 
tioned. However,  the  top  bunk  that  low- 
ered from  the  ceiling  was  still  stuffy. 

After  some  discussion,  the  three  men 
flipped  a  coin  to  see  who  would  sleep 
where.  Ray  won  the  toss  and  claimed 
the  bottom  bunk. 

One  evening,  nearing  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  as  everyone  was  just  getting  to  bed, 
they  heard  someone  yell,  "Get  on  the 
floor!"  Within  a  matter  of  seconds,  the 


A.  Ray  Pelley  sur- 
vived a  train  wreck 
near  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  during  the 
Korean  War. 


train  gave  a  terrific  jolt  and  chaos  broke 
out.  He  found  out  later  that  their  train 
had  hit  another  passenger  train  head  on. 

Ray  remembers  someone  yelling  at 
him  to  roll  over  and  they  would  get  him 
out.  The  next  thing  he  biew,  glass  was 
breaking  and  he  was  being  pulled 
through  a  window. 

He  had  no  major  injuries  and  only  a 
few  scratches.  However,  the  others  in 
his  berthing  car  did  not  fare  as  well. 

The  man  on  the  opposite  bed  was  in 
the  restroom  shaving  during  the  acci- 
dent. Rescuers  got  him  out,  but  he  lost 
both  legs  and  an  arm  only  to  die  later  in 
the  hospital. 

The  man  on  the  top  bunk  did  not 
make  it  out  of  the  car.  His  bunk  had 
folded  up  with  him  in  it,  and  before 
anyone  could  get  to  him,  fire  had  spread 
and  it  was  impossible  to  enter  the  car. 
Ray  had  to  stay  and  identify  his  buddy's 
body  before  being  sent  back  home. 

He  went  to  Camp  Pendleton  and 
served  his  time  at  the  hospital  there, 
never  making  it  overseas.  My  mother 
was  not  bom  yet,  so  for  the  flip  of  a 
coin,  I  am  here  to  tell  this  story. 

-  Max  Berkbigler,  Wellsville,  Mo. 


l\/lost  war  stories  are  ones  of  peril  and 
pain.  John  Goodwin  remembers  a 
laugh  shared  in  a  rice  paddy. 

Laughing 
Under  Fire 

IT  HAS  OFTEN  been  said  that 
laughter  is  the  best  medicine.  In 
war,  I  quickly  learned  that  it  is 
probably  the  only  medicine. 

It  was  early  on  in  the  war,  and 
my  division  (1st  Cavalry  Division, 
99th  Field  Artillery)  was  in  the  re- 
treat mode.  In  the  midst  of  the  tur- 
moil, we  joined  a  couple  of  8th 
Cavalry  soldiers  as  we  crossed 
some  rice  paddies. 

A  machine  gunner  pinned  us 
down  with  sporadic  fire,  leaving  us 
no  choice  but  to  dive  into  the 
muck.  But  we  were  still  alive,  so 
we  didn't  mind. 

While  lying  in  the  muck,  my 
field  officer  evaluated  the  situation 
and  quipped,  "You  know  this  is  not 
right.  We're  officers  and  gentle- 
men, and  here  we  are  lying  in  heav- 
en knows  what  (of  course,  everyone 
knows  what.)  I  think  we  should 
write  to  our  congressmen  to  protest 
such  treatment." 

Even  in  such  a  disgusting  situa- 
tion, neither  one  of  us  could  hold 
back  the  laughter.  The  8th  Cavalry 
lads  only  looked  at  us  and  shook 
their  heads,  figuring  that  the  officers 
must  have  finally  flipped  their  lids. 

We  all  survived  that  particular 
engagement,  and  I  doubt  any  of  us 
will  ever  forget  it.  It  is  one  of  the 
memories  from  the  war  that  can 
actually  evoke  laughter. 
-John  W.  Goodwin,  Northfield,  N.J. 
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^The  Music  You  Love,,. 


The  Fabulous  Voice  Of 


Sarah 
Brightman 


The  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber  Collection 

^^K^    Alitf^L   Enjoy  priceless  selections  from 
^^1^'"^  '     ^^^B  niegahit  Broadway  shows, 
^^n^^^  ^^^B       Phantom  Of  The  Opera 
I^BiHl^BL  with  Michael  Crawford  •  All  1 

Ask  Of  You  with  Cliff  Richard  •  Don't  Cry  For  Me 
Argentina  •  Love  Changes  Everything  •  Amigos 
Para  Siempre  (Friends  For  Life)  with  Jose  Carreras 
•  Memory  •  Gus:  The  Theatre  Cat  with  Sir  John 
Gielgud  •  Wishing  You  Were  Somehow  Here 
Again  •  Pie  Jesu  with  Paul  Miles-Kingston  •  The 
Music  Of  The  Night  •  AlVD  M0RE...16  IS  ALL! 
Cassette  #OSC  $13.98      CD  #OSD  $18.98 

The  Most  Loved 
Recordings  Ever  Made 


Here  are  50  different  recordings  so  universally 
popular  that  each  sold  over  a  million  copies.. .by 
50  of  the  most  loved  stars  and  groups  of  all  time. 
Because  Of  You  Tony  Bennett  •  Vaya  Con  Dios 
Les  Paul  and  Mary  Ford  •  Blueberry  Hill  Fats 
Domino  •  Fascination  Jane  Morgan  •  You,  You, 
You  77??  Ames  Brothers  •  The  Three  Bells  The 
Browns  •  He'll  Have  To  Go  Jim  Reeves  •  Anytime 
Eddie  Fisher  •  Tenderly  Rosemary  Clooney  •  Now 
Is  The  Hour  Bing  Crosby  •  To  Each  His  Own  The 
Ink  Spots  •  Secret  Love  Doris  Day  •  Only  You  The 
Platters  *  Kiss  Of  Fire  Georgia  Gibbs  •  Moments 
To  Remember  The  Four  Lads  •  Moonlight  In 
Vermont  Margaret  Whiting  •  I'll  Never  Fall  In 
Love  Again  Tom  Jones  •  Just  Walkin'  In  The 
Rain  Johnnie  Ray  •  Little  Things  Me£m  A  Lot  Kitty 
Kallen  •  Tennessee  Waltz  Patti  Page  •  Love  Is  A 
Many  Splendored  Thing  The  Four  Aces  •  Spanish 
Eyes  Al  Martino  *  Make  The  World  Go  Away  Eddy 
Arnold  •  Chances  Are  Johnny  Mathis  • 
Heartaches  By  The  Number  Guy  Mitchell  • 
Beyond  The  Sea  Bobby  Darin  •  Twilight  Time  The 
Three  Suns  •  Bluebird  Of  Happiness  Art  Mooney  • 
I  Believe  Frankie  Laine  •  Somewhere  My  Love 
Ray  Conniff  *  Too  Young  Nat  "King" Cole  •  Return 
To  Me  Dean  Martin  •  Goodnight  Irene  Gordon 
Jenkins  •  Peg  0'  My  Heart  The  Harmonicats  • 
Autumn  Leaves  Roger  Williams  •  I  Remember 
You  Frank  Ifield  •  You  Always  Hurt  The  One  You 
Love  The  Mills  Brothers  •  Unchained  Melody  Al 
Hibbler  •  Crazy  Arms  Ray  Price  •  My  Special 
Angel  Bobby  Helms  •  Auf  Wiedersehen, 
Sweetheart  Vera  Lynn  •  Everything  I  Have  Is 
Yours  Billy  Eckstine  *  You're  Breaking  My  Heart 
Vic  Damone  •  You  Belong  To  Me  Jo  Stafford  • 
AND  MANY  MORE...S0  OIALL! 
3  Cassettes  #HIC  $19.98     2  CD's  #HID  $24.98 


Old  Time  Piano  Music 


Enjoy  Beautiful 

Medleys  Of 
50  All  Time  Hits! 

Here  is  the  most  exciting 
piano  collection  ever  assem- 
bled. It  brings  you  The 
Fabulous  Fingers  of  Irving 
Fields  with  accurdidii. strings  and  drums. 
Bye  Bye  Blackbird  •  Goodnight  Sweetheart  • 
My  Wild  Irish  Rose  •  Heart  Of  My  Heart  • 
When  You  Wore  A  Tulip  •  April  Showers  •  Peg 
0'  My  Heart  •  When  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  • 
Carolina  Moon  •  Tea  For  Two  •  Yes  Sir,  That's 
My  Baby  •  Shine  On  Harvest  Moon  •  On 
Moonlight  Bay  •  Memories  •  I'm  Looking  Over 
A  Four  Leaf  Clover  •  Let  Me  Call  You 
Sweetheart  •  Beer  Barrel  Polka  •  For  Me  And 
My  Gal  •  Baby  Face  •  I  Want  A  Girl  • 
Alexander's  Rag  Time  Band  •  Put  Your  Arms 
Around  Me  Honey  •  When  I  Grow  Too  Old  To 
Dream  •  Down  By  The  Old  Mill  Stream  •  You 
Are  My  Sunshine  •  Missouri  Waltz  •  Dinah  •  If 
You  Knew  Susie  •  When  You're  Smiling  •  By 
The  Light  Of  The  Silvery  Moon  •  Margie  • 
Auld  Lang  Syne  •  Toot  Toot  Tootsie  Goodbye 
•  1  Can't  Give  You  Anything  But  Love  •  Carolina 
In  The  Morning  •  Ain't  She  Sweet  •  AND 
MANY  IUORE...50  OIALL! 

Cassette  #FTC  $9.98      CD  #FTD  $14.98 


THE 

Irish  Tenors 


Ronan  Tynan,  Anthony 
Kearns  &  John  McDermott 

From  the  acclaimed  performance  seen  on 
Public  Television,  we  proudly  present  The  Irish 
Tenors.  From  Dublin's  National  Concert  Hall, 
thrill  to  the  award  winning  tenor  voices  of 
Ronan  Tynan,  Anthony  Kearns.  and  John 
McDermott  .This  collection  is  also  on  video! 
Galway  Bay  •  Danny  Boy  •  Minstrel  Boy  • 
Believe  Me  If  All  Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms  •  I'll  Take  You  Home  Again 
Kathleen  •  When  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling  • 
Toora-Loora-Looral  (An  Irish  Lullaby)  • 
When  You  Were  Sweet  Sixteen  •  Only 
Our  Rivers  Run  Free  •  Grace  •  The  Town 
I  Loved  So  Well  •  Love's  Old  Sweet  Song 
•  AND  MORE...20  IN  ALL...OVER  ONE 
HOUR  OFBEAUnFVL  MUSIC! 
Cassette  #INC  $12.98     CD  #IND  $16.98 
Video  #INV  $19.95 


Scottish 
Bagpipes 
&  Drums 

35  Wonderful  Reels,  Jigs, 
Slow  Airs  and  Marches 

*  Thrill  to  the  finest 

Bagpipe  Bands  in  all  of 
Scotland  in  a  giant  treas- 
ury that  will  touch  your 
heart  forever! 
ScoUand  The  Brave  • 
Inverness  Gathering  • 
Amazing  Grace  •  Macfarlane's 
Reel  •  Drum  Salute  •  Up  In  The  Morning  • 
The  Highland  Wedding  •  Royal  Scots  Polka 

•  The  Muckin'  O'  Geordie's  Byre  •  Cock  O' 
The  North  •  Mist  Covered  Mountains  • 
Leaving  The  Field  •  The  Geese  In  The  Bog 

•  The  Pair  Wife's  Brae  •  The  Drunken 
Piper  •  79th's  Farewell  To  Gibraltar  •  The 
Silver  Spear  •  Captain  Horne  •  The 
Soldier's  Return  •  Highland  Laddie  •  The 
Black  Bear  •  AND  MANY  MORE! 


Cassette  #PBC  $9 ! 


CD  #PBD  $12.98 


83  Giant 
Polka  Hits! 

Imagine  83  pure  polka  hits 
from  Grammy  Award  winning 
f,;  ^  Jimmy  Sturr. 
Beer  Barrel  Polka  •  Blue  Skirt  Waltz  • 
Champagne  Polka  •  The  Chicken  Dance  • 
The  Helena  Polka  •  Just  Because  • 
Liechtensteiner  Polka  •  Oh  Baby  Mine  • 
Pennsylvania  Polka  •  Polka  Saturday  Night 

•  She's  Too  Fat  •  There's  No  Beer  In  Heaven 

•  Tick  Tock  Polka  •  Wabash  Cannonball  • 
Ballroom  Polka  •  Pukaj  Jasiu  •  Apples 
Peaches  Pumpkin  Pie  •  Clarinet  Polka  • 
Violins  Play  For  Me  •  Our  Mary  Ob  •  Wish  I 
Were  Single  Ageun  •  Red  Lantern  Ob  •  Hu- 
La-La  Polka  •  Apples  Polka  •  Rising  Sun 
Polka  •  Domino  Polka  •  Happy  Birthday 
Polka  •  Fire  Polka  •  Lovers  Polka  •  Hey 
Cavalier  •  Comin'  Round  The  Mountain  • 
Ferryboat  Polka  •  Ice  Cubes  And  Beer  • 
Open  The  Window  Polka  •  Unita  •  Blue 
Eyes  Crying  In  The  Rain  •  Peanuts  •  Green 
Grass  •  Hosa  Dyna  •  Down  Yonder  •  Hi 
Bounce  •  Girl  And  Boy  •  Karolinka  •  Dark 
Forest  •  Mary  Had  A  Steamboat  •  Kiss  Me  • 
Goral  •  Jestam  Sobie  Chlopak  Melody  •  In 
My  Garden  •  Hop  Scotch  •  Monopol  •  Two 
Bucks  •  Rain  Rain  •  Sailors  •  Young  Years  • 
How  Dry  I  Am  •  Tavern  In  The  Town  • 
Good  Luck  •  Drunkards  Lament  •  Jestem 
Jeden  •  Glug  Glug  •  Sto  Lat  •  AND  MANY, 
MANY  M0RE...83  IN  ALL! 

2  Cassettes  #JUC  $16.98  1  CD  #JUD  $16.98 


Brand  New!  Collections  On  Cassettes  &  CD's! 

For  Fast  Service  Mail  No-Risk  Coupon  Today!  •! 


Anne 
'  -  Murray 

^        '        The  Inspirational  Hit 
Album  That  Is  Sweeping 
America  On  Television 

You  get  gospel  greats,  old-time  hymns  and 
inspiring  "feel  good"  melodies  in  this  exciting 
brand  new  television  treasury. 
Amazing  Grace  •  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With 
Thee  •  Softly  And  Tenderly  •  It  Is  No 
Secret  •  What  A  Wonderful  World  •  Peace 
In  The  Valley  •  Take  My  Hand  Lord  Jesus 

•  Put  A  Little  Love  In  Your  Heart  •  The 
Old  Rugged  Cross  •  In  The  Garden  • 
Whispering  Hope  •  How  Great  Thou  Art  • 
Nearer  My  God  To  Thee  •  The  Lord's 
Prayer  •  AND  MA\Y  MORE...26  IN  ALL! 

2  Cassettes  #HLC  $17.98    2  CD's  #HLD  $19.98 

t      All  The  Great 
^     Songs  Of 
World  War  II 

You  get  45  unforgettable  records  to 
enjoy  over  and  over  again. 
When  The  Ughts  Go  On 
Again  All  Over  The  World 
Vaughn  Monroe  •  Sleepy 
Lagoon  Harry  James  • 
Moonlight  Becomes  You 
Glenn  Miller  •  Long  Ago  And  Far 
Away  Jo  Stafford  •  On  The 
Atchison,  Topeka  And  Santa  Fe  Johnny 
Mercer  •  I'll  Buy  That  Dream  Helen  Forrest  & 
Dick  Haymes  •  I'm  Making  Believe  Ink  Spots 

•  My  Devotion  Vaughn  Monroe  •  I'll  Be 
Seeing  You  Tommy  Dorsey  w/Frank  Sinatra  • 
I  Left  My  Heart  At  The  Stage  Door  Canteen 
Sammy  Kaye  •  Take  The  A  Train  Duke 
Ellington  •  Sentimental  Journey  Hal  Mclntyre 

•  Sunrise  Serenade  Glenn  Miller  •  One 
Dozen  Roses  Harry  James  •  Ole  Buttermilk 
Sky  Kay  Kyser  •  I'll  Walk  Alone  Dinah  Shore 

•  To  Each  His  Own  Freddy  Martin  • 
Temptation  Perry  Como  •  Maria  Elena 
Jimmy  Dorsey  vocal:  Bob  Eberly  •  I'll  Be  With 
You  In  Apple  Blossom  Time  Andrews  Sisters 

•  Auf  Wiedersehen  Sweetheart  Vera  Lynn  • 
G  J.  Jive  Johnny  Mercer  •  It  Might  As  Well 
Be  Spring  Paul  Weston  w/Margaret  Whiting  • 
The  Very  Thought  Of  You  Vaughn  Monroe 

•  I'll  Never  Smile  Again  Frank  Sinatra  <S  The 
Pied  Pipers  •  Stardust  Tommy  Dorsey 
w/Frank  Sinatra  &  The  Pied  Pipers  •  I  Can't 
Begin  To  Tell  You  Sammy  Kaye  •  Elmer's 
Tune  Glenn  Miller  'You  Belong  To  My  Heart 
Charlie  Spivak  •  (There'll  Be  Bluebirds 
Over)  The  White  Cliffs  Of  Dover  Vera  Lynn 

•  You  Always  Hurt  The  One  You  Love 
Sammy  Kaye  •  AND  MORE...4S  IN  ALL! 

3  Cassettes  #WWC  $19.98  2  CD's  #WWD  $24.98 


50  Famous 
Songs  You  Can't 
Stop  Singing! 

You'll  find  a  goldmine  of  musical  goodies 
that'll  keep  you  humming,  singing  and 
whistling  for  a  lifetime. 

The  Happiest  Records  Ever  Made! 

The  Gang  That  Sang  "Heart  Of  My  Heart " 
The  Four  Aces  •  Goodnight  Irene  The 
Weavers  &  Gordon  Jenkins  •  Peg  O'  My 
Heart  Buddy  Clark  •  Cruising  Down  The 
River  Blue  Barron  •  I'm  Looking  Over  A 
Four-Leaf  Clover  Art  Mooney  •  Blueberry 
Hill  Fats  Domino  •  Bonaparte's  Retreat  Kay 
Starr  •  A  Guy  Is  A  Guy  Doris  Day  •  My  Heart 
Cries  For  You  Guy  Mitchell  •  I'm  Forever 
Blowing  Bubbles  Artie  Shaw  &  Gordon 
Jenkins  •  Bushel  And  A  Peck  Perry  Como  & 
Betty  Hutton  •  Hello  Dolly  Louis  Armstrong  • 
Slow  Boat  To  China  Kay  Kyser  •  Buttons 
And  Bows  Dinah  Shore  •  The  Happy 
Wanderer  Frank  Weir  •  Shrimp  Boats  (Are 
Coming  Jo  Stafford  •  That  Doggie  In  The 
Window  Patti  Page  •  Jambalaya  Jo  Stafford 

•  Oh!  My  Papa  Eddie  Fisher  •  I  Get  So 
Lonely  (When  1  Dream  About  You)  The 
Four  Knights  •  Up  A  Lazy  River  The  Mills 
Bros.  •  In  The  Good  Old  Summertime  Les 
Paul  &  Mary  Ford  •  Slow  Poke  Pee  Wee  King 

•  Standing  On  The  Corner  The  Four  Lads  • 
Baby  Face  Art  Mooney  •  Down  By  The 
Station  (Early  In  The  Morning)  Tommy 
Dorsey  •  Mockin'  Bird  Hill  Les  Paul  &  Mary 
Ford  •  Side  By  Side  Kay  Starr  •  On  Top  Of 
Old  Smokey  Percy  Faith  &  Bud  Ives  • 
Manana  (Is  Soon  Enough  For  Me)  Peggy  Lee 

•  I've  Got  A  Lovely  Bunch  Of  Coconuts 
Merv  Griffin  •  The  Old  Master  Painter 
Richard  Hayes  •  Hey  Good  Lookin'  Frankie 
Laine  •  Come  On-A  My  House  Rosemary 
Clooney  •  AND  MANY  MOItE...50  MALL! 
2  Cassettes  #YSC  $19.98   2  CD's  #YSD  $24.98 

New!  By  Popular  Demand 

Andre  Rieu 

In  Concert 

Here's  a  delight-  \ 
ful  collection  of  \ 
rousing  marches  ^ 
and  lilting  waltzes 
that  are  guaranteed 
to  have  you  up  and  dancing. 
Voice  Of  Spring  •  At  The 
Hunt  •  Gold  And  Silver  • 
Marche  Militaire  •  Ave  Maria  •  Bahn  Frei  • 
The  Woods  Of  Vienna  Are  Calling  •  Mozart 
Medley  •  My  Krapfenwaldl  •  Salome  •  On  The 
Beautiful  Blue  Danube  •  The  Last  Rose  •  Circus 
Renz  •  Adieu,  Uttle  Captain  Of  My  Heart  • 
Strauss  &  Co.  •  The  Second  Waltz  •  Feuerest 
Cassette  #YJC  $  1 2.98     CD  #YJD  $  1 7.98 
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V^Cl.1.  The  All '!  imp  Favorites 

,  ■    ,     A,   From  tlie  Famous 

This  famous  musical     ^^.e^/o  Program 
program,  broadcast      -^^Mmw—-  i, 
live  from  Hawaii,  let  ^SSHHHBHHHHb 
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Apaka  and  Al  Kealoha  Perry 
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Hrhe  Beautiful  Music  Company,  Dept.  F-Gs"' 
320  Main  Street,  Nortliport,  NY  11768 


DESCRIPTION  OF  ITEM 


Sub  Total 


Enclosed  is  Check  or 

Money  Order  For  $  

Or  Charge  To:  (ny  Residents  Only) 

□  VISA      □  MasterCard  TOTAL 


Shipping  & 
Handling 
Sales  Tax 


□  Discover    □  American  Express 


FREE 


^xp.  Date  - 


it)  ti/V 


,1 


Finding  'Shorts' 

IN  1951,  MY  HUSBAND,  Alan,  found  a  Korean  boy 
barefooted,  cold  and  hungry  on  the  streets  of  Seoul.  So 
he  loaded  him  in  his  jeep  and  took  him  to  the  front  lines. 
He  dressed  him  in  GI  clothes  (which  were  about  three  sizes 
too  large)  and  let  the 
boy  live  in  his  tent. 

The  boy's  name  was 
Kim  Jun  Hawn,  but  the 
soldiers  nicknamed  him 
"Shorts."  Alan  taught 
him  enough  English  so 

he  could  pick  up  the  ^lan  and  Kim  Jun  Hawn  reunite 
mail  and  pass  it  out  to  in  Indiana  in  1986.  Courtesy 
the  soldiers.  Alan  Stewart 

They  became  very  close  and  on  the  day  Alan 
returned  to  the  states,  he  could  see  "Shorts"  running 
after  the  jeep  and  crying.  This  haunted  Alan  for 
years.  When  our  three  children  later  asked  about  the 
Korean  boy  in  the  photo  album,  it  was  very  painful 
for  Alan  and  tears  came  to  his  eyes. 

In  1983  our  daughter  Marta  set  out  to  locate 
Shorts.  It  took  a  year  and  many  letters,  but  with  the 
help  of  the  Red  Cross  Tracing  Service  in  Seoul,  she 
located  him. 

We  went  to  Korea  in  1985  to  reunite  with  Shorts 
and  his  family.  He  is  very  successful  and  says  he  owes 
it  all  to  Alan  and  the  other  soldiers  who 
befriended  him.  He  has  visited  the  United 
States  two  times  since  1985. 

-Jessie  L.  Stewart,  New  Ross,  Ind 


Alan  Stewart 
became  Kim  Jun 
Hawn's  surro- 
gate dad  in  1951. 
Courtesy  Jessie 


Comedy  Under  Pressure 


Herbert  Neale  got  a  case  of  the  giggles 
during  a  Chinese  artillery  strike  in  1951. 


I SERVED  WITH  Mike  Battery,  4th 
Battalion,  1 1th  Marines,  1st  Marine 
Division  from  January  through  No- 
vember 1951. 1  was  on  the  lines  contin- 
uously from  February  until  rotating  out. 

None  of  the  Marines  I  served  with 
tried  to  show  any  emotion  when  the 
Chinese  were  hitting  us  with  heavy 
artillery  fire.  Inwardly,  we  were 
scared.  The  Chinese  had  us  zeroed  in 
and  we  knew  we  were  in  trouble. 

Another  Marine,  Randy  Parr,  and  I 
had  taken  shelter  under  the  gun  tube 
of  our  155  mm  howitzer  that  had  a 
parapet  surrounding  half  the  gun.  We 
were  both  lying  as  close  to  the  ground 
as  we  could  get. 

Randy  looked  at  me  and  said, 
"Neale,  get  flat  like  me." 

At  that  moment  I  recalled  Bill 


Mauldin's  World  War  II  cartoon, 
"Willie  and  Joe."  Willie  and  Joe 
were  in  a  similar  predicament  with 
bullets  flying  all  around  them.  Willie 
said  to  Joe,  "Get  flat  like  me."  Joe 
replied,  "I  can't,  my  buttons  are 
holding  me  up." 

My  response  to  Randy  was  the 
same  as  Joe's  to  Willie,  "I  can't,  my 
buttons  are  holding  me  up." 

Randy  had  such  a  shocked  look  on 
his  face  that  I  started  to  laugh.  He 
gave  me  a  strange  look  and  actually 
crawled  away  from  me.  After  the 
shelling  was  over,  I  asked  him  why  he 
crawled  away.  He  said  anyone  who 
laughed  during  heavy  fire  must  be 
cracking  up  and  he  didn't  want  to  be 
close  if  I  got  violent. 
-  Herbert  S.  Neale,  Albert  Lea,  Minn. 
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Cheating  Death  -  Twice 


I 


ESCAPED  DEATH  two  days  in  a 
row  on  a  hill  by  the  sea  in  1952. 
I  was  part  of  the  180th  Infantry  Regi- 
ment, 45th  Infantry  Division.  We  could 
see  the  ocean  very  clearly  from  atop  Hill 
812  on  the  east  coast  of  Korea. 

At  times  we  could  see  the  Mighty  Mo 
(USS  Missouri)  shelling  enemy  positions 
on  the  hill  in  front  of  us.  During  a  lull  in 
the  fighting  Oct.  25,  we  had  this  photo 
taken  then  went  inside  our  bunker. 

Moments  later,  two  shells  landed 
about  10  yards  from  where  we  were 
standing.  I  don't  know  whether  the  shells 
came  from  the  Mighty  Mo  or  not,  but  we 


were  shaken  nonetheless. 

The  following  day  we  escaped  death 
again  when  a  North  Korean  soldier 
crawled  up  a  drainage  ditch  right  in  front 
us.  We  were  down  in  our  trenches  and 
couldn't  see  or  hear  the  enemy  soldier  as 
he  snipped  through  the  barbed  wire,  hold- 
ing it  with  a  rag  to  prevent  a  twang  noise. 

Then  our  South  Korean  soldier  friend 
happened  to  spot  him.  As  the  communist 
soldier  snipped  through  another  strand  of 
wire,  our  friend  shot  and  killed  him. 

If  you  don't  call  that  luck,  I  don't 
know  what  luck  is. 

-  Noel  E.  Leveille,  Alton,  N.H. 


Pfc.  Kim  Pak,  Cpl.  Neil  Reed  and  Pfc. 
Noel  Leveille  pause  just  moments 
before  two  shells  land  nearby. 


S^e  Best   Clearing  the  Air 


Steak  Ever 

AROUND  THE  MIDDLE  of  July 
1953,  China's  final  offensive  was 
in  full  swing.  Because  of  this,  my 
outfit,  the  461st  Infantry  Battalion, 
Heavy  Mortars,  had  been  moving 
for  a  week. 

We  didn't  change  clothes  for 
10  days,  and  washing  or 
bathing  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. At  one  stretch  I  hadn't 
eaten  for  two  days. 

As  we  dug  in  to  a  new 
position,  the  company 
cooks  set  up  a  portable 
stove  in  a  dug-out  hole  be- 
side a  hill.  The  meal  was  a  piece 
of  steak  and  two  slices  of  bread. 

The  Chinese  began  to  shell  us, 
so  a  couple  of  men  at  a  time  would 
jump  up,  run  to  the  stove,  grab 
bread,  slap  a  steak  between  shces 
^  and  return  to  their  holes  to  eat. 
Port^lli  risked      My  tum  came,  but  as  I 
his  life  for  a  jumped  into  my  hole,  the  steak 
taste  of  steak  in  fell  to  the  ground.  What  to  do? 
Korea.  Cour-  There  were  only  just  enough 

*^^^Portem  ^^^^^     S°  around. 

®  '      Hunger  pangs  overcame 
revulsion.  My  solution?  I  scraped  the  dirt 
off  the  meat,  wiped  it  on  my  shirt  that 
hadn't  been  washed  in  10  days,  put  the 
meat  in  the  bread  and  enjoyed  the  most 
delicious  steak  I  have  ever  eaten. 

-  Roy  E.  Portelli 
West  Hempstead,  N.Y. 


ON  OCT.  5, 1951,  as  we  flew 
our  F-86  Sabres  up  the  penin- 
sula from  Kimpo  Airfield,  Ko- 
rea, MiGs  were  reported  in  our  combat 
area  around  Sinanju  and  Kunuri  up  the 
Chongchon  River.  We  dropped  our 
tanks  when  we  saw  a  big  gaggle  of 
contrails  coming  at  us  from  due  north 
and  then  more  from  our  west. 

I  radioed  in,  "Some  flashes  at 
9  o'  clock,  a  little  low  -  bogies  going 
South." 

An  answer  came  back,  "Those  are 
just  our  F-84s  going  home." 

I  didn't  agree  that  anybody  was 
heading  home  at  that  time,  but  you 
don't  argue  over  the  radio. 

We  kept  patrolling  north  toward 
the  big  gaggle  and  then  contrails  were 
sighted  south  of  us.  I  knew  they  were 
the  bogies  I'd  called  in  as  they  were 
now  coming  in  behind  us. 

Another  voice  on  the  radio  said, 
"More  cons  coming  in  at  3  o'  clock 
high.  Looks  like  about  40."  Now  there 
were  more! 

I  guessed  about  30  were  at  6  o'clock, 
and  those  at  12  o'clock  appeared  to  be 
four  squadrons  stair-stepped  upward; 
each  contained  20  MiGs  -  80  in  one 
blob,  an  awesome  sight! 

My  squadron  had  12  Sabres;  anoth- 


Doug  Evans  in  the  cockpit  of 
his  F-86  Sabre  in  1951. 
Courtesy  Doug  Evans 


er  squadron  out  of  sight  to  our  east  had 
12.  About  this  time  the  contrails  of  the 
lower  MiGs  ceased,  indicating  they 
were  dropping  to  our  level  to  engage. 
Our  flights  spread  out  and  I  could 
sense  everybody  straining  to  see  what 
was  going  to  happen. 

Suddenly  they  were  all  over  us  like 
a  net.  Part  of  the  MiG  swarm  came 
tearing  into  us  at  our  level  from  sever- 
al directions.  Our  squadron  split  up 
into  elements  of  two  ships  as  things 
got  wild.  We  fought  through  this  and  I 
barely  made  it  home,  low  on  fuel,  by 
gliding  the  last  30  miles  in  idle  to  pre- 
vent a  flameout. 

The  next  morning  was  another 
hair-raiser.  We  had  two  of  our  boys 
shot  down  and  two  others  were  all 
shot  up.  I  eventually  bagged  two  MiGs 
and  one  probable. 

We  often  wished  the  frontline  in- 
fantry could  witness  these  great  dog- 
fights so  they  could  understand  the 
efforts  made  to  control  the  sky  for 
their  benefit. 

-  Retired  Maj.  Doug  Evans,  USAF 
FortMvers.  Fla. 
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A  Glimmer  of  Hope  -  From  an  Enemy  Soldier 


DURING  THE  BATTLE  of 
Chipyong-Ni  Feb.  14,  1951,1 
was  riding  on  a  tank  toward  the 
fighting.  After  a  few  rounds  of  heavy 
artillery  fire,  I  was  knocked  off.  The 
driver  saw  me  fall  and  stopped  to  al- 
low me  to  climb  back  on. 

When  we  stopped  again,  we  were 
surrounded  by  several  hundred  Chinese. 
They  attacked  our  column  in  waves. 

When  our  tank  stopped,  I  leapt  into 
a  small  ditch  for  cover.  In  doing  so,  I 
landed  on  a  Chinese  soldier.  We  fought 
for  a  while  but  I  was  able  to  break  free 
from  him  and  climb  back  on  the  tank. 

While  reloading  my  weapon,  I  was 
shot  through  the  foot.  I  asked  if  the 
wounded  soldiers  could  ride  inside  the 
tank,  but  was  told  that  all  wounded 
soldiers  should  climb  off  the  tank  and 
wait  in  a  rice  paddy  for  medical  help. 

While  waiting,  we  were  strafed  by 
the  Chinese.  I  was  shot  through  the 
shoulder,  neck  and  ankle.  I  could  feel 
or  hear  bullets  ripping  through  flesh. 

The  Chinese  then  approached  us 
cautiously,  thinking  we  were  dead.  I 
didn't  move  a  muscle,  yet  one  soldier 
pressed  a  bayonet  lightly  against  my 
ribs.  Another  beat  me  in  the  head  with 
a  sharp  entrenching  tool.  Once  the  sol- 
diers passed,  I  tried  to  crawl  back  to- 
ward our  line. 

An  American  officer,  part  of  a 


Stanley  Nelson  recuperates  at  an  Army 
Hospital  In  Tokyo.  He  was  left  for  dead  in 
Korea. 

group  of  POWs  being  herded  away, 
noticed  I  was  still  alive  and  stooped 
over  to  check  on  my  condition. 

Two  Chinese  soldiers  saw  this  and 
tried  to  pick  me  up.  They  tossed  me 
down,  deciding  I  was  too  heavy,  and  a 
Chinese  officer  came  over  and  placed  a 
pistol  to  my  head.  The  American  offi- 
cer pleaded  for  him  to  honor  the  Gene- 
va Convention.  Oddly  enough,  the 


Chinese  officer  honored  those  pleas. 

After  the  POWs  moved  past,  a  bar- 
rage of  artillery  fire  began  moving  in 
closer.  One  round  tore  off  my  left  foot, 
while  another  blew  off  my  calf.  At  this 
point,  I  was  wondering  if  I'd  ever  re- 
turn to  my  hometown  of  Winslow,  Ind. 

A  glimmer  of  hope  came  my  way 
in  the  form  of  crunching  footsteps.  I 
looked  up  and  saw  it  was  a  Chinese 
corpsman. 

I  expected  little,  but  I  told  him  I  was 
very  cold  and  very  thirsty.  He  poured 
me  a  cup  of  water,  bandaged  my  foot 
and  head,  lit  a  cigarette  and  put  it  in 
my  mouth.  He  left  for  a  moment  and 
returned  with  a  large  straw  mat,  which 
he  carefully  wrapped  around  me.  He 
also  took  one  of  his  mittens  and  put  it 
on  my  bleeding  left  hand. 

I  survived  the  night  and  in  the 
morning,  a  convoy  came  up  the  moun- 
tain. I  moved  my  arm  slightly  and 
heard,  "Hey,  there  is  one  still  alive." 
Eventually  I  was  evacuated  to  the  field 
hospital  near  Taeque. 

Every  day  when  I  attach  my  artifi- 
cial leg,  I  am  reminded  that  I  was  the 
lucky  one.  I  was  plucked  alive  from  a 
mountain  that  was  littered  with  my 
dead  comrades.  And  that  Chinese 
corpsman  turned  out  to  be  the  good 
Samaritan  who  saved  my  life. 

-  Stanley  Nelson,  Okeechobee,  Fla. 


Grenade  Fizzles  at  the  Right  Time 


ONE  SPRING  afternoon  in  1951, 
I  was  cleaning  out  bunkers  after 
my  outfit  -  Able  Company,  1st 
Marines  -  took  a  hill  north  of  Hoeng- 
sung.  Very  often,  suicidal  North  Kore- 
ans would  stay  behind  and  try  to  kill  as 
many  of  us  as  possible  before  they 
were  shot  themselves.  Needless  to  say, 
this  was  not  our  favorite  detail. 

As  we  rounded  the  side  of  the  hill 
we  had  just  taken,  we  came  upon  a 
large  bunker  with  a  log  roof.  We  froze 
as  we  heard  a  rustling  noise  inside. 

Without  a  word,  we  crept  up  to  the 
side  entrance.  We  shouted  for  the  sol- 
dier to  come  out,  then  we  threw  in  a 
fragmentation  grenade,  but  it  didn't 
explode.  After  a  couple  of  shouts  to 
exit,  two  figures  emerged  from  the 


bunker  -  an  elderly  man  and  woman, 
obviously  husband  and  wife. 

The  husband  held  the  unexploded 
hand  grenade  in  his  right  hand  and  had 
what  may  have  been  a  Bible  tucked 
under  his  left  arm.  With  a  nervous 
smile  on  his  face  he  approached  one 
Marine,  held  out  the  grenade  and  kept 
repeating  "You  take,  you  take." 

One  of  the  Marines  stepped  back- 
ward while  pleading,  "No,  no,  put  it 
down,  put  it  down!"  Finally,  his 
patience  and  nerves  exhausted,  the  Ma- 
rine grabbed  the  grenade  and  threw  it 
over  an  outcropping  of  rock  just  below 
us  where  it  exploded  upon  contact. 

As  everyone  hit  the  ground,  we 
all  realized  we  could  have  been 
killed  had  that  grenade  gone  off  a 


g-  Arthur  Robins'  life 
I  hung  In  the  balance 
1  as  an  old  man  mis- 
I  takenly  handled  an 
I  armed  grenade. 


few  seconds  sooner. 

After  I  returned  home,  I  became  a 
United  Methodist  minister.  I  often 
think  about  that  incident  and  wonder 
if  it  was  a  faulty  grenade  or  an  unfal- 
tering faith  that  saved  that  couple's 
lives  that  day. 
-Arthur  G.  Robins,  Nolensville,  Tenn. 
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Revolutionary  Soft  Hearing  Aid — Free  Information 


Try  One  of  the  World's  Most 
Effective  Hearing  Aids... Risk  Free! 

Hear  and 
Understand 


Out  of  Sight! 


/  Outstanding  value: 
Less  than  $300! 

/  Compare  to  hearing 
aids  over  $1,000 

/  Money-back 
guarantee 

/  45-day  home  trial 


You  can  get  the  best  fit  and  the 
best  sound  possible  from  a 
ready-to-wear  American  made 
hearing  aid.  All  for  less  than 
$300  with  our  introductory 
offer!  You  get  a  great  fit  because 
this  soft,  flexible  hearing  aid 
conforms  to  your  ear  canal.  Your 
superior  sound  quality  comes 
from  the  Class-D  receiver  in  the 
EarMate-63. 

You  can  order  conveniently  by 
mail  from  a  family  business 
with  more  than  100,000  satisfied 
customers  and  20  years  in  business. 
You  try  the  EarMate-63  risk-free 
with  a  45 -day  home  trial  and 
money-back  guarantee.  Write 
today  for  free  information. 


EarMate-63  enlarged. 


"I  received  the  EarMate-63 
hearing  aid  about  three 
weeks  ago  and  I  love  the 
thing  very  much.  I  would 
Hke  you  to  send  me  one  for 
my  other  ear." 

M.K.,  Clarkson,  NE 


"I  sincerely  appreciate  your  prompt  and 
professional  service.  The  aids  are  very  high  quality 
and  reasonably  priced.  I  have  and  will  continue 
to  recommend  others  to  you.  Thanks." 

WR.,  Bloomington,  IN 


Hearing  Help  Guarantee 
45  Day  Risk-Free  Offer! 

Use  your  EarMate-63  hearing  aid(s)  for  45  days 
and  you  will  rediscover  the  better  hearing  you 
once  took  for  granted.  If  you  are  not  completely 
satisfied,  return  your  EarMate-63(s)  for  a  full 
refund  of  your  purchase  price. 

Hearing  Help  Warranty 

We  warranty  hearing  aids  for  one  year 
against  defects  in  materials  or  workmanship. 


FREE  information! 
No  salesperson  will  ca 
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Marines  Ride  Train  into  History 


WHEN  THE  North  Koreans 
attacked  in  1950,  Gen. 
Mac  Arthur  asked  that  the 
Marines  be  sent  in  quickly. 

Regulars  in  the  downsized  1  st  Divi- 
sion were  formed  into  the  1st  Provision- 
al Marine  Brigade.  After  making  equip- 
ment ready  to  ship  overseas,  activated 
members  of  1  st  Marine  Division,  Com- 
pany C  at  Fort  Douglas,  Salt  Lake  City, 
prepared  to  make  the  train  ride  to  Camp 
Pendleton,  Calif.,  for  the  overseas  trip  to 
Korea  to  join  the  Provisional  Brigade. 

We  filed  onboard  the  old-fashioned 
Pullman  cars.  The  train  had  grown  long 
since  it  left  the  East  Coast.  It  was  be- 
lieved to  be  the  longest  troop  train  the 
Corps  had  sent  to  the  West  Coast. 

At  the  station  the  band  was  quiet;  the 
politicians  were  through  pontificating. 
Parents  and  grandparents  were  thought- 
ful (practically  all  their  Marines  were 
World  War  II  veterans).  Girlfriends  of 
the  younger  Marines  were  tearful. 
Wives  were  sobbing  (their  families  had 
only  just  begun  to  get  their  lives  together 
after  WWII),  and  the  children  intuitively 
knew  this  was  a  day  to  remember  as  the 
conductor  called  out,  "All  aboard." 

The  train  gathered  speed  at  it  passed 
the  outskirts  of  town  and  the  Marines 
aboard  had  one  last,  thoughtful  look  at 
Salt  Lake  City. 

After  a  brief  stop  in  Las  Vegas  we 
were  on  our  way  to  our  final  destina- 


A  train  to  Camp  Pendleton  departs  with  Wilson  Lythgoe  and  other  1st  Division 
IVIarines  from  Salt  Lake  City.  Courtesy  Wilson  Lythgoe 


tion.  That  evening  the  senior  personnel 
were  successful  in  pleading  our  case  for 
martinis  after  chow.  A  sing-a-long  soon 
ensued,  marked  by  historical  Marine 
favorites  as  well  as  popular  tunes  of  the 
time.  One  was  about  the  lady  with  the 
winsome  smile  in  the  rocking  chair 
known  as  Mona  Lisa.  Then  there  was 
the  one  about  that  girl.  Irene.  It  was  a 
happy  train  rolling  through  the  moonlit 
Nevada  night. 

We  were  a  little  worse  for  wear  the 
next  morning.  Nostalgia  was  high  for 
us  WWII  vets,  returning  to  Camp 


Pendleton.  There  we  got  the  news  that 
the  1st  Marines  had  landed  at  Pusan 
and  driven  the  enemy  20  miles  before 
being  pulled  back,  establishing  a 
perimeter.  But  they  were  mad  as  hell  to 
have  been  pulled  back. 

Once  we  arrived  in  Korea,  the  1  st 
Marine  Division  was  back  at  full- 
strength  for  what  MacArthur  called  the 
Inchon-Seoul  campaign. 

"Goodnight  Irene.  Goodnight  Irene, 
We'll  see  you  in  our  dreams.. ." 

-  Wilson  King  Lythgoe, 
Sacramento,  Calif. 


Carefree  Marines  Cope  with  Injuries 


IN  LATE  NOVEMBER  1950, 1  was 
completing  boot-camp  training  at 
Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Station 
near  Chicago.  Winter  moved  in  early 
that  year  and,  along  with  temperatures 
down  to  10  below,  we  spent  many  days 
shoveling  paths  through  20-inch  snow- 
drifts to  get  to  the  chow  hall  and  class- 
rooms. 

Our  weather  was  bad,  but  news  re- 
ports from  the  front  lines  in  Korea 
alerted  us  to  the  deadly  winter  weather 
our  troops  were  facing.  Frostbite  was  a 
common  malady.  Later,  I  learned  first- 
hand the  awful  truth  of  these  reports. 

Three  weeks  before  graduation,  I 
came  down  with  pneumonia  and  was 


transferred  to  the 
base  hospital.  Af- 
ter several  weeks 
I  was  released 
from  the  intensive 
care  unit  and  al- 
s  lowed  to  go  to  the 
i  hospital  canteen. 
I      "The  Tennes- 
I  see  Waltz"  was 
^      .  ^  blaring  from  the 
:rs°seS,.?r  jukeb„x.Eigh.or 
ages  of  war  during    1 0  Marmes,  just 
a  stay  at  a  state-    back  from  Korea, 
side  hospital.  "danced"  and 

whirled  to  the  music  in  their  wheel- 
chairs. Limbs  were  bandaged,  and 


many  extremities  were  amputated  - 
lost  to  the  frostbite  and  the  deadly 
Korean  winter  of  1950.  Self-pity  and 
despondency,  however,  were  foreign 
to  these  Marines. 

When  the  music  stopped,  one  of  the 
Marines  organized  a  makeshift  relay 
race.  With  loud  cheering,  the  Marines 
sped  off,  racing  pell-mell  down  the 
long  hospital  corridors  -  nurses,  staff 
and  visitors  scurrying  for  cover. 

A  few  days  later  I  returned  to  boot 
camp.  I  have  never  forgotten  that  win- 
ter of  1950  or  that  group  of  Marines 
in  the  lounge  of  the  base  hospital. 

-  Raymond  C.  Gugel, 
Reynoldsburg,  Ohio 
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Two  American  collecting  traditions 
joined  for  the  first  time  ever 


Now  you  can  own 
remarkable  collector 
knives  showcasing 
U.S.  State  Quarters. 

The  U.S.  Mint  has  released 
an  amazing  series  of  quarters 
conimemorating  each  of  the 
fifty  states.  Five  will  be 
released  each  year.  These 
coins  have  become  instant 
collector  treasures,  forcing 
shortages  of  the  eariiest 
releases,  and  causing  prices 
to  increase  up  to  five  times 
the  original  cost. 

This  coin  phenomenon 
has  inspired  a  unique,  new 
collection  that  combines 
the  incredibly  popular  State 
Quarters  with  beautifully 
crafted  collector  knives. 

Each  knife  showcases  a 
superb  miniature  work  of 
art  depicting  the  official  bird 
and  flower  of  each  state. 
The  incredibly  detailed  and 
vibrant  works  bring  life 
to  each  state's  unique 
heritage.  Each  is 
a  masterpiece, 
showcasing  the  most 
sought  after  coins 
in  U.S.  history. 

An  heirioom  collection 
to  treasure.  At  a  price  you 
can't  afford  to  miss. 


19 


99 

each 


•  Hand-Pamted,  Official 
U.  S.  Mint  State  Quarters 

•  Uncirculated  Quality 

•  Mounted  in  Unique 
Collector  Pocket  Knives 


•  Featuring  Original  Art 
Recreated  in  Miniature 

•  Elegant  Display  FREE 
When  You  Subscribe 
to  the  Series 


Actual  Size: 
4%"  in  length, 
1  '/i"  at  widest  point. 
Blade  opens  fully  and 
features  a  snap  lock. 
Keep  away  from  children. 


THERE'S  NOTHING  LIKE  THIS, 
ANYWHERE. 

Watch  your  collection  grow!  When  you  subscribe 
to  the  series  you'll  automatically  receive  the  newest 
State  Quarter  Pocket  Knife  every  10  weeks. 


RISK  FREE  COLLECTING! 
If  you  are  not  absolutely  thrilled  with  your 
State  Quarter  Collector  Pocket  Knives,  you  may  return 
them  within  30  days  for  a  refund  of  the  purchase  price. 

©  2000  Tristar  Products.    Please  allow  4  to  6  weeks  for  delive7. 


I  want  to  collect  U.S.  State  Quarter  Pocket  Knives.      por  Fastest  Service:  1  -800-409-3838 


□  Quick  start  my  collection.  Please  enter  my  subscription  for  ihe 
series  of  Slate  Quarter  Pocket  Knives,  I  understand  you  will  send  me  the 
first  five  knives,  and  bill  mv  credit  cord  $1 9.99  plus  $4.99  shipping  and 
handling  for  each  knife.  Thereafter,  I  will  receive  one  new  State  Quarter 
Pocket  Knife  every  10  weeks,  and  be  billed  just  $1 9.99  plus  $4.99  shipping 
and  handling  at  llie  lime  of  each  shipment  (Credit  card  customers  only] 

□  Send  my  elegant  display  case  absolutely  FREE  with  my  first  five  knives. 

□  Please  send  me  the  "Delaware"  knife  at  $19.99  plus  $4.99  S&H. 
|NJ,  PA  &  CT  residents  add  6%  sales  tax.  CA  add  applicable  lax  rate.) 
U.S.  CURRENCY  ONLY. 


Payment  Method  (Check  One) 

□  Check  □  Money  Order  □  VISA  □  MasterCard  □  Discover 
Make  checks  payable  to:  TRISTAR  PRODUCTS. 

Nome  

Address  

CiV  


Credit  Card* 


Exp.  Dole 


Phone  _ 
E-Mail 


Mall  Your  Payment  Today  to:  Tristar  Products,  Dept.  QK102,  4  Century  Drive,  Parsippany,  NJ  07054 


/// 


Letters  Home  Alarmed  Mom 


AUG.  30, 1951  -The  good  news  is 
that  I  finally  received  three  letters 
from  home.  The  bad  news  is  that 
we  have  moved  15  miles  north.  We  are 
now  in  the  east-central  front  in  North  Ko- 
rea. We  have  been  shelled  by  the  Chinese 
artillery  on  and  off  since  we  got  here.  The 
first  night,  six  of  us  lugged  a  .50-caliber 
machine  gun  up  an  800-foot  cliff. 

Both  sides  fired  all  night.  It  rained  all 
night  long  and  we  were  soaked  and 
frozen  by  morning.  The  sun  finally 
came  out  and  400  feet  across  the  valley 
on  the  next  mountain  were  hundreds  of 
Chinese  soldiers.  In  the  valley  below 
were  our  infantry  (the  French  unit). 
They  attacked  at  dawn.  They  threw  .50- 
caliber  tracers  up  the  mountain  at  the 
Chinese,  who  in  turn  fired  rifles  and 
mortars  at  the  French. 

Chinese  shells  started  coming  in  on 
us  and  I  had  to  make  a  hasty  retreat  to 
my  foxhole.  Luckily,  no  one  got  hurt 
here.  I  lay  on  the  edge  of  the  ridge  and 
watched  the  fighting  all  morning.  The 
French  tried  1 1  times  to  take  the  moun- 
tain. Finally  after  a  strafing  and  rocket 
attack  by  F-80  and  F-5 1  planes,  the 
French  took  the  hill. 

The  fighting  is  so  severe  here  that  all 
the  American  units  lost  ground.  The 
French  are  the  only  ones  who  seem  to 
be  able  to  take  ground.  Thank  God  they 
are  so  good,  because  they  are  in  front  of 
us  in  the  37th. 

There  are  five  battalions  in  this  val- 
ley with  90  big  guns.  The  Chinese  are 


John  Berlo,  center,  with  personnel  of  the 
37th,  probably  failed  to  calm  his  mother 
with  letters  from  the  war  zone. 

on  three  sides  of  us.  We  throw  shells  all 
day  and  at  night;  we  can't  sleep  because 
we  throw  so  much.  We  use  six  truck- 
loads  of  shells  per  night.  Our  shells 
sound  like  jet  planes,  but  they  also  have 
a  fluttering  sound.  The  Chinese  shells 
have  a  high-pitched  whistle;  we  hear 
them  coming  in  from  a  mile  away  and 
dive  headfirst  into  any  available  hole. 

Mom,  before  you  start  worrying, 
remember  that  this  outfit  is  two  to  four 
miles  behind  the  lines.  That  seems  close 
but  the  37th  hasn't  lost  but  three  men 
since  the  war  began.  Last  night  we  sat 
out  here  on  the  side  of  the  hill  and 
watched  a  movie  while  the  outfit  below 


us  pumped  shells  into  the  lines. 

It  hardly  seems  like  a  war.  We  have 
hot  meals  three  times  a  day,  with  ice 
cream  and  aU.  If  it  weren't  for  the  tanks 
going  by  all  day  and  the  shells  screaming 
day  and  night,  it  would  seem  like  sum- 
mer camp  all  over  again.  1  don't  know 
exactly  where  we  are,  but  we  are  above 
the  38th  parallel,  approximately  15  miles 
from  the  ocean  on  the  east  coast. 

Oct.  7, 1951  -  Sunday  morning,  the 
21st  Sunday  after  Pentecost.  It's  a  cool, 
bright  morning,  10  o'clock.  The  altar  is 
made  up  of  six  105  mm  ammunition 
cases.  Every  few  minutes  the  earth  rocks 
as  1 8  howitzers  fire  off  a  charge  and 
send  their  shells  screaming  into  the  Chi- 
nese lines  in  the  hills  around  us.  A  mile 
and  a  half  down  the  valley  we  can  see 
Heartbreak  Ridge.  Somewhere  in  the 
hills  to  the  north,  we  can  hear  the  roar  of 
rockets  firing  from  Air  Force  F-80s  and 
the  constant  staccato  of  machine  guns. 
Sitting  on  a  pile  of  empty  ammo  boxes. 
Father  Wallace  is  hearing  our  confes- 
sions. The  boys  kneeling  in  the  dry  rice 
paddy  made  an  impressive  sight.  Here  is 
where  we  realize  what  life  is  all  about. 
Everyone  receives  communion.  We  pray 
for  all  our  comrades  who  gave  their 
lives  on  Bloody  Ridge  and  are  even  now 
dying  on  Heartbreak  Ridge.  They  and 
their  families  are  in  our  thoughts.  We 
wonder  if  anyone  in  the  States  8,000 
miles  away  even  thinks  of  us  on  this 
historic  Sunday. 

-  Sgt.  John  Berlo,  Gardner,  Mass. 


Attack  of  the  'Mer  Whales' 


FOR  MANY  DAYS  off  the  east 
coast  of  Korea,  our  ship,  the  de- 
stroyer USS  Epperson,  was  firing 
5-inch  cannon  shells  at  targets  of  op- 
portunity. With  dawn  and  dusk  alerts 
every  day  and  our  guns  firing  frequent- 
ly, the  crew  was  very  fatigued. 

At  noon  one  Sunday,  I  took  over  as 
the  officer  of  the  deck.  An  hour  later, 
the  captain  gave  me  the  order  to  cease 
firing  for  the  balance  of  my  watch  be- 
cause movies  were  being  shown  in  the 
wardroom  and  on  the  mess  deck. 

Several  minutes  after  the  skipper  left 
to  watch  the  movie  in  the  wardroom,  I  sat 


Ronald  Almen  mis- 
took spouting  whales 
for  enemy  fire  - 
much  to  the  dismay 
of  his  crewmen. 

in  his  chair  on  the 
s  starboard  (right) 
I  wing  of  the  bridge. 
I  My  fatigued  vision 
I  tricked  me  into 
seeing  incoming 
splashes  on  the  starboard  side.  I  ran  to  the 
port  side  and  saw  more  splashes  from 
incoming  shells. 

As  an  assistant  gunnery  officer,  1 


knew  the  enemy  had  our  range.  I  ran 
back  into  the  pilot  house,  activated  the 
general  quarters  alarm  and  had  the 
boatswain's  mate  announce  over  the 
intercom,  "All  hands  man  your  battle 
stations!" 

To  my  dismay,  1  noticed  we  were 
in  the  middle  of  a  pod  of  whales. 

When  the  captain  relieved  me  and 
asked  for  the  state  of  the  emergency,  I 
was  embarrassed  to  report  the  situa- 
tion. Needless  to  say,  I  was  not  very 
popular  with  most  of  the  crew  for 
some  time. 

-  Ronald  Almen,  Princeton,  Minn. 
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give  you  my  $30  Car  Vac 
absolutely  free  just  for 
trying  my  84b.Oreck  XC 


Hi,  Pm  David  Oreck.  I'm  so  confident  that  my  50%  more  powerful, 
8'Ib.  Oreck  XL  is  pound  for  pound,  the  best  vacuum  in  the  world  that  I'll  give  you 
my  Oreck  XL  1200  Car  Vac  just  for  taking  The  Oreck  Challenge.  That's  right — you 
et  to  keep  the  Car  Vac,  a  $30  value,  just  for  trying 
my  8'lb.  marvel  risk-free  for  30  days. 
If  you  don't  love  it,  you  don't  keep  it. 
The  Oreck  XL  is  rated  ^1  in 
pick-up  performance  by 
a  leading  international 
consumer  testing  institute. 

It's  used  in  thousands  of  luxury  hotels,  airports,  offices  and  millions  of 
homes  like  yours.  In  fact,  this  vacuum  is  so  extraordinary,  it's  used 
at  The  Windsor  Court,  which  Condt  Nast  Traveler  magazine  called 
the  best  hotel  in  the  world.  It's  hypo-allergenic  and  has  virtually 
every  feature  you  could  ask  for  in  a  vacuum.  The  Car  Vac  is 
rated  i^l  for  superior  cleaning  ability  and  ease  of  use. 

Decide  to  keep  the  S-lb.  Oreck  XL  and  I'll    ^  — ^ 
also  give  you  my  super-powerful  5-lb.  Compact 
Vacuum,  as  a  gift.  It's  the  one  you've  seen  on  TV  pick  up  a 
bowling  ball.  So  take  The  30-Day  Oreck  Challenge  and  get  your  home 
and  your  car  Oreck  clean. 

Call  toll  free 

1-80047144376x1.60803 

Visit  us  at  oreck.com/acf 


Or  mail  in  this  coupon  today.  bd803 

□  Yes,  please  send  me  a  free  information  kit.  I  understand  I  will  receive  absolutely  free, 
an  Oreck  Super  Compact  vacuum  with  purchase  of  the  Oreck  XL. 

□  Yes,  please  call  me  to  arrange  a  free  30 -day  home  trial  of  the  8-lb.  Oreck  XL  and 
send  me  my  free  Oreck  XL  1200  car  vac  just  for  taking  The  Oreck  Challenge. 

□  Also  include  details  of  Oreck's  12-month  Payment  Plan.  No  Interest  or  Finance  Charge. 


.Zip_ 


Tell. 


Nothing  gets  by  an  Greek.* 
1^         Oreck  Direct,  LLC  100  Plantation  Road,  New  Orleans,  LA  70123  J 


Walkins  With  God 


Stanley  Wray,  left,  in  his  bunker  on  Hill 
3300. 


AS  A  FIRST  sergeant  with  alieavy 
weapons  company,  my  duties 
were  to  scout  ahead  of  my  men, 
search  out  enemy  positions  and  call  back 
the  information  for  coordinated  direct  fire. 
I  did  this  safely  and  successfully  many 
times.  However,  one  instance  burned  it- 
self deeply  into  my  memory. 

My  radioman  and  I  had  slipped  about 
300  yards  ahead  of  our  troops,  drew  fire 
and  thus  located  enemy  positions.  We 
quickly  took  cover  behind  a  rocky  ledge 
where  I  instructed  the  corporal  to  call 
back  for  gun-cover  setups.  Within  mo- 
ments, he  reported  the  radio  had  failed. 
We  were  trapped  -  no  way  out,  no  way  to 
communicate. 

Instinctively,  I  told  the  corporal  he 
would  have  to  go  back  and  get  a  good 
radio,  but  immediately  I  realized  it  was  an 
impossible  instmction.  As  he  stared  at  me 
with  tear-filled  eyes,  a  clear,  firm  voice 
spoke  to  me:  "Do  not  send  that  man  to  his 
death.  You  go.  Nothing  can  hurt  you." 

Now  I  was  the  one  in  fear,  searching 
my  mind  on  how  to  do  what  seemed  unre- 
al and  unachievable,  yet  impelled  not  to 


refuse  the  command.  Again,  the  voice 
intoned,  "Do  not  be  afraid.  Nothing  can 
hurt  you." 

Crazily,  all  terror  subsided.  I  took  the 
radio,  slung  it  over  my  shoulder  and  be- 
gan to  walk.  Bullets  whistled  on  all  sides 
of  me,  some  visibly  spitting  up  dirt  over 
both  boots. 

Bible  verses  were  running  through  my 
mind  and  I  still  was  unafraid.  As  I  got 
closer  to  my  men,  I  heard  many  yelling, 
"Get  down.  Get  down." 

When  I  finally  arrived  and  took  cover 
behind  a  hiU,  the  men  were  convinced  I 
had  lost  my  mind  and  had  walked  aim- 
lessly toward  them.  I  assured  them  that  I 
was  under  great  care  and  must  take  a  good 
radio  forward  or  we  would  soon  be  sur- 
rounded and  overrun. 

Grabbing  a  radio,  I  walked  the  same 
trail  back  under  a  hail  of  bullets.  We  did 
not  lose  a  man  that  day. 

This  event  stiU  haunts  me.  Yet  today, 
some  49  years  later,  I  know  it  had  to  be  a 
miracle  from  God.  How  could  there  pos- 
sibly be  any  other  answer? 

-  Stanley  Wray,  Egg  Harbor,  NJ. 


Hearts  Pounding  On  the  Han  River 


ON  SEPT.  15,  1950,  at  early 
morning,  I  could  hear  the  1 6- 
inch  guns  from  the  battleship 
USS  Missouri  as  she  aimed  her  sights 
on  Inchon,  South  Korea.  One  look  at 
the  not-too-distant  shore  told  me  the 
shells  were  having  a  destructive  effect 
on  the  city.  Thoughts  ran  through  my 
mind  about  what  to  expect  from  the 
North  Koreans  when  we  were  to  move 
ashore  later  that  morning. 

Tides  at  Inchon  ranged  up  to  30  feet, 
and  the  first  wave  of  invasion  forces 
would  move  at  the  first  high  tide  that 
day.  My  unit.  Company  A,  62nd  Engi- 
neer Battalion,  10th  Corps,  would 
move  in  later  that  day  during  the  sec- 
ond high  tide. 

I  remember  climbing  over  the  side 
of  the  ship  onto  the  rope  ladders  and 
moving  down  the  ladders  to  the  landing 
craft  below.  I  could  feel  my  heart  beat 
in  my  neck,  pounding  from  every  beat. 

As  the  landing  craft  moved  closer  to 
shore,  the  pounding  of  my  heart  was 


all  I  could  hear.  Even  the  sound  of  the 
Missouri's  guns  seemed  silent.  As  the 
front  of  the  craft  was  lowered,  we 
moved  out  into  the  water  about  hip 
deep.  I  made  it  to  shore,  looked  around 
and  began  to  settle  down.  There  did 
not  seem  to  be  a  lot  of  resistance,  but 
many  men  who  had  gone  before  us  had 
lost  their  lives.  This  landing  changed 
the  whole  tide  of  the  war  by  cutting 
enemy  supplies  to  the  south  at  Pusan. 

We  made  our  way  into  the  city  of 
Inchon  and  found  a  place  where  we 
could  rest  while  awaiting  orders.  Our 
first  job  as  engineers  was  to  build  a  pon- 
toon bridge  across  the  Han  River.  This 
would  provide  a  supply  route  into  the 
capital  city  of  Seoul. 

On  our  way  to  the  river,  one  could 
smell  the  burned  flesh  in  the  air.  Many 
North  Korean  tanks  became  bogged 
down  in  the  rice  paddies  and  were  de- 
stroyed with  the  soldiers  sfill  inside.  The 
Han  River  had  swift  currents  and  hin- 
dered the  work  on  the  bridge,  as  did  the 


incoming  mortar 
and  artillery  fire. 

The  beach  along 
the  river  had  been 
mined,  and  this 
required  us  to  use 
probes  to  detect 
them.  Despite  all 
these  problems,  the 
1 1  bridge  was  com- 
pleted five  days 
after  we  arrived  at 
the  river. 

Seoul  was  be- 
ing bombed  from  planes  and  artillery 
shells.  My  thought  was,  "Can  anything 
be  left  standing?"  as  the  smoke  ascend- 
ed upward  from  the  fires. 

On  Sept.  26,  MacArthur  announced 
the  capture  of  the  city  after  crossing  the 
pontoon  bridge  leading  from  Yom-Don- 
Po,  across  the  Han  into  Seoul.  These  had 
been  the  longest  hours,  the  longest  nights 
and  the  longest  10  days  of  my  life. 

-Billy  Dingess,  Ferrellsburg,  W.Va. 


Billy  Dingess  grad- 
uated from  basic 
training  in  Novem- 
ber1949. 
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A  Test  of  Courage 


Imprisonment, 
brainwashing  and 
hard  labor  did  not 
break  POW's  spirit. 

By  Kevin  J.  Dwyer 

ON  JAN.  1,  1951,  WHILE 
most  American  boys  were 
looking  forward  to  the  new 
year.  Army  Sgt.  Lloyd  Pate 
was  beginning  a  3 1 -month 
struggle  for  survival.  On  that  cold  New 
Year's  Day  in  Korea,  just  10  days  short  of 
his  17th  birthday.  Pate  was  captured  while 
fighting  the  Chinese  army. 

"It  was  total  pandemonium,"  Pate  re- 
membered. "We  were  so  damn  outmanned 
you  couldn't  kill  them  fast  enough." 

He  and  his  squad  didn't  get  the  word  to 
pull  back  at  midnight  and  were  left  on  the 
front  line.  At  dawn,  noticing  the  squad  was 
missing,  his  platoon  sergeant  went  back, 
collected  the  errant  men  and  returned  them 
to  the  battalion's  assembly  area. 

Six  hours  later,  after  helping  a  severely 
injured  soldier  to  an  aid  station.  Pate  and 
14  other  men  were  moving  south  through 
a  gully.  Suddenly  they  were  surrounded 
by  what  he  estimates  was  more  than  300 
Chinese  soldiers. 

"And  that  was  it,"  said  Pate. 
Their  capture  soon  turned  into  a  two- 
month  death  march.  First  heading  south  to 
follow  the  advancing  Chinese  armies  as 


American  POWs  arrive  at  the  DIVIZ  and  prepare  to  return  to  freedom. 


Sgt.  Lloyd  Pate,  right,  in  a  picture  taken  by  his 
Chinese  captors  just  prior  to  being  released 
after  31  months  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 


far  as  Seoul,  they  finally  turned  north  Jan. 
28.  They  walked  every  night  until  reach- 
ing POW  Camp  No.  5  on  March  5,  nearly 
200  miles  from  the  38th  Parallel. 

During  his  time  in  the  camps.  Pate  and 
his  fellow  POWs  were  branded  as  reac- 
tionaries for  their  resistance  to  the  Chinese 
"indoctrination,"  also  known  as  brain- 
washing. For  their  resistance  to  the  brain- 
washing, the  15  men  were  court-martialed 
by  the  Chinese  during  the  summer  of 
1951. 

The  Chinese  charged  Pate  with  67  of- 
fenses, ranging  from  dismpting  the  indoctri- 
nation programs  to  sabotage,  then  sentenced 
him  to  a  year  of  hard  labor  and  segregation 
fi-om  the  other  POWs.  But,  he  says  proud- 
ly, he  and  his  fellow  "reactionaries"  resist- 
ed successfully  because  there  were  no  more 
indoctrination  programs. 

Bound  but  Not  Broken.  Following  his 
"trial,"  the  Chinese  bound  his  arms  be- 
hind his  back  with  two  pairs  of  shackles 
below  his  elbows  and  a  pair  of  hand- 
cuffs above  the  joint. 

"They  put  them  on  too  tight  and  left 


them  there  for  12-14  days,"  said  Pate.  When 
they  removed  the  cuffs  to  allow  him  to 
wash  two  weeks  of  filth  off  his  body.  Pate 
remembers  he  could  not  move  his  arms  - 
they  were  black  from  lack  of  circulation. 

"Then  all  hell  broke  loose  because  the 
feeling  started  to  come  back.  It  was  pure 
hell.  If  I'd  been  by  myself  I  would've 
screamed  or  cried,  but  I  sure  as  hell  wasn't 
going  to  let  them  know  I  was  suffering." 

Pate's  youthful  iron  will  was  never  bro- 
ken in  those  3 1  months,  but  he  said  it 
wasn't  for  lack  of  the  Chinese  trying. 
"They  always  gave  up  about  two  seconds 
before  I  did." 

Released  by  the  Chinese  Aug.  19,  1953, 
Pate  retumed  to  the  Army  and  served  for 
another  19  years,  including  two  tours  as  an 
infantryman  in  Vietnam.  After  almost  50 
years  he  can  still  remember  his  first  sight 
of  freedom  as  he  crossed  the  38th  Parallel 
into  South  Korea. 

"The  most  beautiful  thing  was  that 
American  Flag  -  it  was  the  first  thing  you 
saw.  We  were  all  a  little  dazed,  but  there 
were  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  wet  eyes  at  the 
sight  of  that  flag." 
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Knowing  Pain  like  the  Back  of  His  Hands 


frostbite 
paled  to  the 
fate  of  soldier's 
buddies. 

By  Layne  Cameron 

Associate  Editor 

REDERICK 
McClellan  was 
discharged  from  the 
Army  June  24,  1950- 
before  North 
Korea  invaded  its  southern 
neighbor.  Just  in  the  nick  of  time, 
some  might  think.  But  not 
McClellan. 

"I  volunteered  for  combat  duty 
on  Aug.  3,  1950,  with  my  old 
unit,"  said  McClellan  of 
Washington,  D.C.  "I  had  read  in 
the  paper  about  the  different  fights 
my  unit  was  in,  and  I  decided  I 
wanted  to  fight  alongside  them." 
With  his  buddies  of  the  I 
Company,  3rd  Battalion,  15th 
Regiment,  McClellan  made  a 
beachhead  landing  near  Wong- 
San-Ni  and  started  fighting  north. 
His  unit  fought  a  few  skirmishes 
along  the  way,  but  nothing 
compared  to  what  happened  on  a  deathly 
cold  night  in  late  November. 

While  camping  on  a  hill  in  North 
Korea,  McClellan  tried  to  sleep  and 
insulate  himself  from  the  penetrating  20- 
below-zero  cold.  Around  3:30  a.m.,  he 
was  awakened  by  a  Chinese  attack. 
"Hundreds  of  Chinese  rushed  our 
hillside,"  McClellan  recalled.  "I  saw  the 
flares  and  heard  the  yelling,  whistles  and 
bugles  blowing."  It  was  the  sound  of  his 
men,  though,  that  he  can  still  hear  so 
McClellan's  hands 
are  today  curled  a 
bit  with  arthritis  - 
a  physical  re- 
minder of  severe 
frostbite  resulting 
from  an  over- 
whelming battle 
that  took  some  of 
his  buddies'  lives. 


Frederick  McClellan  was  discharged  from  the  Army  prior  to 
the  Korean  War.  Once  he  heard  about  the  exploits  of  his  unit, 
however,  he  volunteered  for  combat  duty. 


vividly  even  today. 

The  Chinese  first  stormed  the  machine- 
gun  sections,  which  were  located  30  yards 
up  the  hill  from  McClellan's  foxhole. 
"They  caught  many  men  in  their  sleeping 
bags,"  said  McClellan.  "They  were 
bayoneted  and  shot  with  burp  guns.  I 
heard  their  screaming  and  knew  they 
didn't  have  a  chance  to  get  out." 

McClellan's  foxhole  had  barely 
enough  room  for  two  men  and  their 
ammunition.  Their  weapons, 
unfortunately,  lay  outside.  McClellan 
leapt  out  quickly  to  retrieve  his  weapon, 
but  enemy  fire  kept  him  from  returning  to 
his  foxhole.  He  called  for  his  foxhole 
mate,  but  he  had  already  retreated  down 
the  hill  toward  the  rest  of  the  company. 
The  attackers  had  so  much  firepower, 
McClellan  recalled,  they  just  kept  coming 
and  seemingly  never  took  cover  even 


"They  were 
bayoneted  and 
shot  with  burp 
guns.  I  heard  their 
screaming  and 
l(new  they  didn't 
have  a  chance  to 
get  out." 

-  Frederlclc  IVIcClellan 

under  fire.  "Since  they  had  the 
uphill  positions,  they  just  kept 
firing  down  on  us,"  he  said. 


Razor  Chill.  He  was  able  to  get 
off  a  couple  of  shots  before  the 
enemy  pinned  him  down.  A 
clump  of  bushes  provided  cover 
for  McClellan,  but  his  hands 
remained  exposed  to  the  razor 
chill.  In  his  haste  to  arm  himself, 
he  had  left  his  gloves  behind.  He 
was  trapped  in  the  bushes  some 
45  minutes.  Finally,  the 
Americans  regrouped  at  the  base 
of  the  hill  and  fended  off  the 
attack.  The  Chinese  were  forced 
to  withdraw  after  inflicting  about 
10  casualties. 

McClellan  was  not  wounded,  but  his 
hands  were  severely  frostbitten.  "The 
doctor  said  had  I  been  outside  10  minutes 
longer,  he  would 've  had  to  amputate 
them,"  he  said. 

For  the  next  two  months,  McClellan 
recuperated  in  a  hospital  in  Japan.  Each 
day,  his  hands  were  placed  in  a  lukewarm 
whirlpool.  Once  rehabilitated,  he  regained 
enough  use  of  his  hands  to  retum  to  his 
unit  as  an  administrative  clerk. 

After  his  tour,  he  retumed  stateside  and 
he  retired  from  the  Army  in  1968.  His 
hands  are  somewhat  deformed  and  harbor  a 
touch  of  arthritis.  Yet  those  injuries  pale  in 
comparison  to  the  memories  of  his 
buddies'  cries.  "I  can  still  hear  them  scream 
and  the  distinct  sound  of  the  burp  guns," 
McClellan  said,  looking  at  his  hands.  "I 
often  have  flashbacks  about  that." 
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Apple  Cider  Vinegar  Plus 
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Announcing  a  new,  natural  way  to  help  face  four  of  the  most 
common  concerns  Americans  face  today! 

Since  the  dawn  of  time,  Apple  Cider  Vinegar  has  been 
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supermarket  of  nature's  goodness.  Apple  Cider  Vinegar  helps 
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tive tract,  plus  it  fights  joint  stiffness  and  promotes  balanced 
inflammation  responses. 


Just  look  what  you  get  besides 
600  mg.  of  Apple  Cider  Vinegar 
in  two  easy-to-take  tablets: 

100  mg  Cayenne  -  This  herb 


offers  fantastic  cardiovascu- 
lar support.  Cayenne  is  a 
superior  source  of  protector 
vitamins  and  vital  minerals  needed  for 
healthy  blood  flow  and  arteries. 

100  mg  Ginger  -  This  herb 
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that  support  the  total  cardio- 
vascular system;  plus  it  has 


Apple  Cider  Vinegar  Plus  Facts  At  A  Glance 

Contains  a  wealth  of  minerals  considered  essential  to  good 
nutritional  health. 

Rich  in  trace  minerals,  and  beneficial  enzymes. 
Helps  regulate  the  acid/alkaline  balance  in  the  body. 
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Contains  an  enzyme  that  reduces  the  harmful  buildup  of 
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enzymes  that  support  joint  health  by 
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100  mg  Bromelain  - 

Contains  a  very  effective  en- 
zyme researchers  believe 
helps  support  healthy  joints 
by  reducing  the  buildup  of  hormone-like 
substances. 

100  mg  Citrin  -  This  natural 
wonder  helps  your  weight 
control  program  by  enhanc- 
ing calorie  burning  and  at  the  same  time 
helping  control  food  intake. 

Order  your  Apple  Cider  Vinegar 
Plus  tablets  today  and  experience 
these  healthful  benefits  for  yourself! 


1 00%  Money  Back 
Guarantee 

Try  Apple  Cider  Vinegar 
Plus  tablets  for  just  7 
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satisfied  that  Apple  Cider 
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The  Late  Escape 

Soldier  formed  up  with  enemy  ranks  in  the  dark  to  escape. 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Associate  Editor 

IN  THE  MOUNTAINS  some  30 
miles  north  of  Seoul,  Robert  Giber- 
son  stood  a  vigil  watch  from  the 
semi-frozen  ground  of  his  foxhole. 
His  squad  had  been  ordered  to 
maintain  an  outpost  on  the  frigid  night  of 
April  25,  1951. 

Midnight  brought  pitch  darkness  and 
distant  mortar,  rifle  and  artillery  fire  - 
hundreds  of  enemy  troops  were  trudging 
up  the  mountainside.  "We  sent  a  runner 
back  to  the  command  post  to  relay  this 
information,"  recalled  the  72-year-old 
resident  of  Mars  Hill,  Maine.  "He  came 
back  30  minutes  later  to  report  to  the 
command  post,  and  the  whole  unit  had 
retreated."  Everyone,  that  is,  except  for 
the  squad  manning  the  outpost. 

Giberson  credits  the  runner  for  even 
coming  back.  Since  Giberson  was  the 
oldest  in  his  squad  at  22,  he  told  the  oth- 
ers to  retreat,  and  he  would  cover  them. 
Soon  he  was  alone,  scared  and  could  hear 
the  encroaching  enemies'  footsteps.  He 


didn't  want  to  fire  his  rifle  and  risk  the 
flash  revealing  his  position,  opting  instead 
to  roll  a  few  grenades  into  their  ranks. 

"I  had  several  grenades  with  me.  So  I 
just  started  pulling  the  pin  and  rolling  them 
down  the  hill,"  said  Giberson.  "I  could  tell 
by  the  moaning  that  it  was  effective." 
Once  the  grenades  were  gone, 
he  sat  in  the  foxhole  for  nearly 
10  minutes.  That's  when  the 
first  column  of  Chinese  sol- 
diers walked  past.  He  glanced 
up  to  see  they  had  a  hand  on 
each  other's  shoulders  to  navi- 
gate the  darkness. 


Fall  In.  Giberson  knew  he  had 
to  pry  himself  from  the 
ground.  He  didn't  dare  shoot.  But  he  also 
couldn't  risk  falling  further  behind  enemy 
lines.  With  a  deep  breath,  he  stood  up  and 
fell  in  behind  the  first  patrol.  "I  stayed  back 
about  five  feet,  and  walked  with  them  40 
or  50  yards,"  he  recalled.  "They  kept  look- 
ing straight  ahead,  and  I  followed  them 
until  I  got  to  the  designated  trail  that  my 
squad  had  retreated  to." 


Some  300  yards  down  the  trail,  Giber- 
son was  startled  when  someone  called  his 
name  -  his  buddies  had  hidden  in  some 
hedges  and  waited  for  him.  His  buddies 
took  a  chance  blurting  out  his  name  in  the 
dark,  but  Giberson  was  glad  they  did.  Dur- 
ing their  double-time  descent,  they  learned 
the  retreat  was  a  full-scale  bug 
out.  Soon  tanks  and  weapons 
carriers  were  speeding  past  them 
and  leaving  them  behind,  seem- 
ingly oblivious  to  the  fact  that 
§•  Giberson 's  squad  was  in  danger. 
I      At  dawn,  Giberson '  s  squad 
I  was  tired  of  mnning  and  waving 
I  fruitlessly  in  attempts  to  hitch  a 
i  ride.  "We  stood  in  the  road  point- 
Robert  Giberson       j^g  our  rifles  at  the  next  weapons 
carrier  that  came  by,"  said  Giberson,  chuck- 


ling at  the  futility  of  the  rifle-vs.-armored 
vehicle  scenario.  Luckily  for  the  squad, 
their  ploy  worked,  and  they  got  a  ride. 

Even  after  suffering  bouts  of  frostbite, 
jungle  rot,  amebic  dysentery  and  Hong 
Kong  fever,  Giberson 's  mountain  melee 
remains  his  most  vivid  image  from  the 
Korean  War.  | 
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Male  Virility  Enlianced 
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has  come  up  with  a  product  that  battles  and 
wins  the  fight  for  male  virility.  Now,  mil- 
lions of  active  American  men  have  a  safer,  natural, 
more  affordable  alternative  to  prescription  drugs 
when  they  want  to  enhance  strength,  stamina,  per- 
formance and  an  extra  burst  of  energy  EnerX,  an 
all-natural  herbal  supplement,  contains  ingredi- 
ents which  have  been  clinically  proven  to  enhance 
  sexual  energy  and  per- 
formance when  taken 
on  a  regular  basis. 


"EnerX  stimulates  sexual  energy 
by  expanding  blood  vessels 
causing  increased  blood  flow  to 
specific  areas  of  the  body." 
-Steven  H.  Becker, 
M.D.  Internal  Medicine 


No  doctor's  visits,  or 
loss  of  privacy. 

No  more  expensive  pre- 
scription drugs  which  are 
notorious  for  causing 
dangerous  side  effects. 
EnerX  is  a  safe,  NATUR- 
AL, chemical-free  herbal 
supplement,  proven 
effective  alternative  that's 
affordable,  and  it  gets  the 
results  men  want. 


Herbs  Enhance  Male  Virility! 


HERE'S  WHAT  MEN  &  WOMEN  ARE  SAYING: 

People  across  the  nation  have  been  raving  about  their  unbe- 
lievable results,  usinp  phrases  like:  "...new  found  energy", 
and  ". .  .feel  like  you  're  back  in  high  school  when  girls  were 
the  only  thing  on  your  mind  ".  and  "EnerX  can  pve  you  the 
Strength  and  Stamina  you 've  never  had  before. 


A  BURST  OF  ENERGY  AT  CRITICAL  MOMENTS 

EnerX  stimulates  sexual  energy  by  expanding  blood 
vessels  causing  increased  blood  flow  to  specific  areas 
of  the  body.  Men  are  amazed  that  with  EnerX  they  can 
actually  feel  the  increase  of  energy  and  confidence. 


RESPECT  FOR  OUR  CUSTOMERS  PRIVACY  IS 
TOP  OF  THE  LIST 

EnerX  customers  are  also  greatly  pleased  with  the  dis- 
cretion in  which  EnerX  is  delivered  -  right  to  their 
doorstep  (Overnight  delivery  is  available)  in  an 
unmarked  discreet  i 


WE  GUARANTEE  IT! 

EnerX  will  enhance  your  male  virility  or  send  it  back 
for  a  fiill  prompt  refund! 


Call  now  and  ask  how 
you  can  get  a  30  day 
supply  of  EnerX  Free! 


Fast  Service  Call  Toll  Free... 

1-888-203-9044 

24  hours  a  day  ~  7  days  a  week 

Ask  about  EnerX  special  formula  for  women! 


Snore-Free  Nights 

The  Very  First  Night  Guaranteed! 


NEW  SPRAY  SOLVES  SNORING  PROBLEMS  INSTANTLY  -GUARANTEED! 


It's  true!  A  quick  spray  with  D-Snore  before  bed 
and  you'll  sleep  like  a  baby  all  night  long!  This 
amazing  fast-acring,  all-natural  formula  instantly 
moistens  the  membranes  of  the  soft  palette  to  allow 
free  and  easy  breathing  that  lasts.  Forget  surgery, 
special  pillows,  and  all  the  other  contraptions~D-Snore 
is  the  safe,  affordable  solution  you've  been  looking  for. 

AN  OUTSTANDING  84%  PROVEN 
SUCCESS  RATE  AMONG  TEST  SUBJECTS: 
Clinical  Studies  boast  an  84%  success  rate.  Studies 
also  state  that  people  using  D-Snore  showed  an 
increase  in  their  deep  sleep.  That  means  feeling 
more  rested  when  you  wake. 

ACTUAL  RESULTS  TAKEN  FROM  T'HE 
CLINICAL  STi'DY:  "The  decrease  in  the  average 
snoring  level  represents  a  very  significant  change. 
84%  of  the  subjects  showed  a  significant  improvement 
while  using  D-Snore."     „yi^^^^  j  Buchfuhrer,  M.D 

Guaranteed  Snorc-Frtt  :  .  One  quick  spray 
with  D-Snore  and  you  and  your  loved  ones,  will  sleep 
snore-free  for  a  great  night's  sleep.  We  guarantee  it! 
Try  D-Snore~if  you  don't  stop  snoring  the  very  first 
night,  just  send  it  back  for  a  full,  product  refund. 


Here's  what  some  of  our  oi/c '  300,0' ji' 
customers  are  saying  about  D-Snore... 

"We put  D-Snore  to  the  test...  " 

"We  got  flooded  with  calls,  with  volunteers..." 

"If you  have  a  snoring  problem. ..give  D-Snore  a  try" 

"It  works!  " 

-KATV-7ABC  News,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

"/  have  been  married  to  my  husband  for  13  years. 
The  past  5  years,  he  has  kept  me  awake  nightly  with 
his  snoring...  He  has  been  using  D-Snore  for  one 
month,  and  I  have  never  felt  so  well  rested!  From  the 
first  night,  NO  MORE  SNORING!!.'  ...Thank  You. 
Thank  You!!!  -T.  McCroy 

"I  tried  nose  drops  and  those  breath  things  you  stick 
across  your  nose.  Nothing  worked.  I  had  tried  other 
products  on  the  market,  and  those  didn't  work. 
D-Snore  works."  —Dorothy  Burks 


Let  D-Snore  work  for  you  too.  C  all  now  and  order 
D-Snore— for  yourself  and  tor  the  ones  you  love. 
And  don't  forget  to  ask  how  you  can  get  one  full 
month's  supply  of  D-Snore  absolutely  free. 


Fast  Service  Call  Toll  Free.,.  l-'888'203-9052  24  hours  a  day  ~  7  days  a  week  »,  


©waLQU€ST  inTeRnhTiohhL,  inc. 
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From  Red  Cross  to  Silver  Star 

Medic  used  medicine ^  machine 
gun  to  save  wounded  soldier. 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Associate  Editor 

AT  THE  BEGINNING  of  the 
Korean  War,  U.S.  medics 
strode  into  battle  unarmed, 
each  beUeving  his  blazing 
red  cross  insignia  acted  as  a 
shield  of  sorts.  But  Army  combat 
medic  Walter  Kennedy  soon  learned 
that  neither  the  North 
Koreans  nor  the  Chinese 
obeyed  the  international 
laws  of  war.  "They  treat- 
ed the  red  crosses  like 
targets,"  recalled 
Kennedy  of  North 
Plains,  Ore.  "So  we 
exchanged  our  patches 
for  weapons." 

In  December  1950, 
medics  were  stretched 
thin  and  Kennedy  was 
one  of  two  serving  his 
company.  Being  short- 
handed  put  Kennedy's 
skills  in  near-constant  demand. 
"When  an  aid  man  was  called,"  said 
Kennedy,  "I  didn't  ask  any  questions. 
I  just  went."  Along  with  his  medical 
bag  he  packed  a  pistol  or  a  carbine. 

Medic!  Kennedy  was  ordered  by  his 
platoon  leader  to  a  hilltop,  alone,  to 
treat  a  soldier  shot  in  the  head  during 
a  night  battle  that  was  winding  down. 
The  shot  had  grazed  the  victim's 
forehead,  traveled  around  his  helmet 
and  lodged  into  the  back  of  his  skull. 

Though  unknown  to  Kennedy, 
American  units  were  leaving  the  hill. 
"There  were  so  many  people  coming 
and  going  off  the  hill,  I  couldn't  tell 
they  were  retreating,"  said  Kennedy. 
"But  to  be  honest,  it  wouldn't  have 
mattered.  I  still  would  have  gone  up." 

The  medic  found  his  patient  in  a 
foxhole.  Kennedy  guessed  that  during 
the  brutal  battle,  the  wounded  sol- 
dier's buddies  must  have  assumed  he 
was  dead  or  were  prevented  from 


Walter  Kennedy  spent  a 
bone-chilling  night  fend- 
ing off  the  enemy  while 
tending  to  his  patient. 


bringing  him  off  the  hill  after  they 
made  the  call  for  a  medic. 

He  administered  morphine  to  the 
unconscious  soldier.  Along  with  tend- 
ing to  his  medical  duties  throughout 
that  bitterly  cold  night,  Kennedy  had 
to  defend  his  patient  from  occasional 
enemy  patrols.  He  wasn't  worried 
about  revealing  his  position.  If  he 
heard  footsteps  near  his  foxhole,  he'd 
pop  up  and  fire  a  discard- 
ed .30-caliber  machine 
gun.  "I  probably  went 
through  30  boxes  of 
ammo  that  night," 
recalled  Kennedy.  "But  I 
couldn't  ever  tell  for  sure 
if  I  hit  anybody." 

Kennedy  stayed  in 
radio  contact  with  his 
commanding  officer  dur- 
ing the  night.  His  compa- 
ny knew  the  North  Kore- 
ans and  Chinese  were 
primarily  night  fighters. 
The  commanding  officer 
hoped  that  if  Kennedy  could  survive 
the  night,  he  could  send  a  squad  to  res- 
cue him  at  dawn.  "A  couple  of  times  I 
thought  about  carrying  him  down 
myself  and  take  my  chances,"  said 
Kennedy.  "But  he  was  too  big  for  that." 

Luckily  for  the  brave  medic,  the 
plan  worked.  Just  after  sunrise,  a  sin- 
gle squad  of  Rangers  encountered  lit- 
tle fighting  when  they  came  to 
Kennedy's  aid.  They  were  able  to 
bring  Kennedy  and  his  patient  back 
down  to  safety. 

A  couple  of  months  later,  much  to 
Kennedy's  surprise,  he  was  honored 
for  his  deed.  "A  helicopter  carrying 
Gen.  MacArthur  landed  in  our  com- 
pound," said  Kennedy.  "We  all  fell 
in,  he  called  my  name  and  pinned  the 
Silver  Star  on  my  shoulder." 

The  pomp  and  circumstance  was 
certainly  memorable.  But  more 
important  than  the  medal,  at  least  in 
Kennedy's  mind,  was  that  he  was  able 
to  save  one  of  his  fellow  soldiers.  ^ 
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U.S.  (lOVERRfMENT  MILITARY  IlS'SIGNIA 

(lEMJINE  IJiliVlIlKR  M^ALUrr 

Sensational  Value  Especially 
esigned  For  Our  U.S.  Veterans! 


Rugged  Genuine  Leather  -  Inside  &  Out!  Full  Color,  Jewelry  Quality  Authentic 

U.S.  Government  Commemorative  Military  Insignia! 


Roomy  tri-fold  design.  Exterior  of 
Wallet  in  top  quality,  finely  grained 
hefty  Leather.  Yet,  slim  and  trim  and 
easy  on  the  pocket.  Beautifully  trimmed 
and  stitched.  Outside  flap  contains 
your  choice  of  full  color  Military 
Insignia  -  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  or 
Marines,  and  in  your  color  choice  of 
Ebony  Black  or  Tawny  Brown. 


Inside  linings  of  matching  smooth  finished 
Leather.  Large  full  length  compartment  for 
money.  Comfortable  easy  access  slots  for 
eight  credit  cards,  license,  ID,  and  a 
twelve  pocket  clear-view  insert  for  photos. 
We  have  reserved  your  wallet  in  your 
choice  of  color,  select  your  branch  of  ser- 
vice, and  order  today  at  the  commemora- 
tive Military  Fare  of  only  $12.95. 


Yes  Sir,  that's  my  Uncle  Fran  of  World  War 
II  Watch  fame.  "Unc"  passed  away  peace- 
fully, painlessly,  and  with  honor  January 
27,  1999  to  rest  in  peace  here  in  Phoenix 
at  Veteran's  Memorial  Cemetery.  I  miss  the 
man  more  than  words  can  explain.  He  has 
left  me  a  home  full  of  treasures  from  his 
,  great  genera- 
tion. A  gener- 
ation of  patri- 


ots, 

heroes, 
men. 


true 
real 


Digging  through  dusty  old  boxes  you  find 
a  life  time  of  memories.  An  original  pair 
of  German  field  glasses,  a  Luger  pistol 
(source  unknown).  Army  ribbons.  Uncle 
Fran's  original  Army  hat  from  the  photo 
above.  And,  an  old  tattered  wallet  with  a 
1935  series  $2  bill  and  four  original  black 
and  white  photos  of  "Unc"  with  his  friends 
in  the  trenches  of  Germany.  To  say  the 
least,  it  is  difficult  to  sort  through.  It  is  in 
Uncle  Fran's  memory  we  have  recreated 
the  original  wallet,  and  we  have  cus- 
tomized It  with  your  choice  of  Military 
Insignia. 


M.A.C.  BY  MAIL 
405  West  Fairmont  Drive  •  Tempe,  AZ  85282 


ARY  Fauk:  Oxly  ^12^ 


IVIAILTODAYTO:IVIAC.  BY  IVIAIL 

405  West  Fairmont  Drive  •  Tempe,  AZ  85282 

Please  rush  my  Genuine  Leather  Military  Insignia 
Wallet(s)  as  checked  below.  Your  order  is  shipped 
promptly  via  first  class  mail.  100%  GUARANTEE:  If  at  any  time, 
for  any  reason,  you  are  not  completely  satisfied  simply  return 
the  wallet  to  us  for  a  full  refund  of  every  penny  you  paid  for  it. 

Only  '12»  .  2  For  '24"  •  3  For  =36"  •  4  For  '48" 


YES! 
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Air  Force 
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Add  Shipping/ 
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AZ  Residents 
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A  Close  Call 

2nd  Infantry  Division  fought  to  defend  hill 


44 


By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Associate  Editor 

W    t  was  a  time  of 

•  I    unbelievable  pain  and  suf- 
I    fering,"  Robert  Branam 
I    said  of  his  service  as  a 
sniper  in  Korea. 
"The  months  of  training  in 
boot  camp  could  not  pre- 
pare us  for  the  miser- 
able way  some  of  us 
were  about  to 
die."  Branam 
served  near- 


ly a  year  in  Korea  with  the  2nd  Infantry 
Division  during  1951. 

On  one  occasion,  his  company  was 
ordered  to  take  a  nameless  hill  from  the 
enemy.  "Each  step  was  one  of  agony.  We 


had  climbed  hills  for  weeks  on  end.  Our 
feet  were  swollen  -  chafed  by  socks, 
soaked  with  blood  and  sweat,"  Branam 
remembered. 

"In  single  file,  we  marched  toward  the 
top  of  the  hill.  It  was  covered  with  a 

growth  of  pine  trees.  The  lower 
limbs  had  been  scavenged 
for  food  by  local  peas- 
ants. There  was  no 
undergrowth,  but 
the  ground  was 
covered  with 
needles, 
which 


made  our  footing  treacherous  on  the 
steep  slope." 

Members  of  the  first  squad  attacked 
as  the  second  squad  shot  over  their 
heads  to  suppress  enemy  fire.  But  soon 
both  squads  were  outgunned  and  pinned 
down  by  at  least  600  North  Koreans  and 
their  water-cooled  machine  guns. 

"We  were  also  low  on  ammunition 
and  taking  casualties,"  explained  Branam. 
"I  had  just  one  clip  left,  and  it  was  in  my 
rifle  as  I  began  to  scoop  out  a  hole  with 
my  hands  to  get  below  the  ground  line." 

By  that  time,  the  North  Korean  coun- 
terattack was  underway.  "Bark  and 
branches  were  flying  in  all  directions  as 
the  bullets  whined  through  the  woods," 
Branam  remembered.  "The  enemy  fire 
was  so  intense  that  the  air  was  literally 
filled  with  flying  debris." 

Then,  through  the  popping  of  gunfire, 
came  the  words  every  soldier  dreads: 
"Fix  bayonets!" 

"We  were  pinned  down  and  unable 
to  move,"  said  Branam.  "The  adrenaline 
rushed  through  us  as  we  clicked  our 
bayonets  into  place." 

The  North  Koreans  were  only  100 
yards  away  and  closing  fast.  "There 
were  still  hundreds  of  them,  but  they 
were  slipping  and  sliding  on  the  pine 
needles,  just  as  we  had,"  recounted 
Branam,  who  is  a  member  of  Legion 
Post  77  in  Hendersonville,  N.C. 

Saviors  with  Machine  Guns.  "Then  we 
heard  footsteps  -  they  were  coming 
from  the  rear.  It  was  two  GIs,"  Branam 
explained.  "One  had  a  .30-caliber  ma- 
chine gun.  The  other  was  feeding  the 
ammunition  belt  into  it."  The  machine 
gun  jolted  back  and  forth  as  the  GIs  ad- 
vanced into  the  enemy  counterattack. 
"Only  God  knows  why  those  two  brave 
men  weren't  hit  as  they  continued  right 
into  the  enemy,"  Branam  wondered. 

But  just  as  the  counterattack  was  re- 
pulsed, the  machine  gun  feU  silent  and 
those  two  unknown  GIs  were  cut  down. 
"Enemy  soldiers  bayoneted  them  for  good 
measure,"  Branam  recounted  with  dis- 
gust. "But  by  that  point,  all  of  us  were  out 
of  buUets,  including  the  enemy." 

Decimated  and  out  of  bullets,  the 
North  Korean  unit  finally  retreated. 

Two  Silver  Stars  were  awarded 
posthumously  to  the  men  who  saved 
Branam  and  his  comrades.  Branam  be- 
lieves they  deserved  much  more.  "They 
should  have  been  awarded  the  Medal  of 
Honor  -  they  saved  what  was  left  of 
our  company."  ^ 


See  Life  From  the 
Driver's  Seat! 

►  Exclusive  comfort  features 
>■  3  &  4  wheel  models 

►  Easy  to  transport 
*■  Limited  lifetime  warranty 

Call  today  for  a  FREE  brochure  on  how 
we  can  make  mobility  a  reality  for  >'ou! 

-800-544-3536  r^:? 


Lark  of  America 
Waukesha,  WI 


sit 
to 

rds 
ife? 


Now  let  Tempur-Pedic's  Weightless  Sleep  System 
energize  your  body... and  rejuvenate  your  spirit. 


Y'ou  have  a  nice  home. .  .drive 
a  fine  car. .  .enjoy  the  good 
things  of  life.  But  you're  still 
sleeping  on  an  uncomfortable 
outmoded  bed. 

That's  where  we  come  in. . . 
Seven  years  ago,  I  brought 
the  famous  Tempur-Pedic 
Swedish  Sleep  System  to 
America.  Since  then,  millions 
have  discovered  our  fabulous, 
fatigue-fighting,  energy-lifting 
iveigh  tless  sleep  phenomenon. 
The  best  bed  ever! 

Makes  all  other. 

ot 


We  expanded  Nv^A's  anti-G- 
force  research  to  invent  a  new 
weightless-sleep  material.  Our 
technology  is  recognized  by 

•  A  marvel  of  molecular  physics! 

•  Drastically  cuts  tossing  &  turning. 

•  No  air,  water,  or  steel  springs. 

•  Adjusts  Its  shape  automatically, 

•  Only  one  moving  part — yoa 

NASA,  the  U.S.  Space  Foun- 
dation— and  certified  by  the 
Space  Awareness  Alliance. 
Other  beds  are  fancy  on  the 


outside.  Mine  is  a  miracle  on 
the  inside — where  billions  of 
self-ventilating  viscoelastic 
microcells  cuddle  your  body 
with  perfect  support!  And  it 
selectively  adjusts  to  your 
precise  shape  and  weight. 

Thousands  of  sleep  clinics 
and  health  professionals  recom- 
mend us.  TV,  radio,  magazines, 
newspapers  give  us  rave 
reviews! 

Call  or  fax  right  now  for  a 
free  sample,  free  video,  and 
free  information.  We'll  also 
send  you  a  FREE  HOME 
TRYOUT  CERTIFICATE 


FREE  DEMONSTRATION  KIT 
is  now  yours  for  the  asking! 


PEDIC 


FREE  SAMPLE  I  FREE  VIDEO  I  FREE  INFO 

1-800-613-7938 

OR  SEND  FAX  TO  1-859-259-9843 
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Wingman 


Aviator  flew  alongside 
some  oj  America's 
greatest  flying  aces. 


o 


By  Dan  Allsup 

N  SEPT.  8,  1952,  William 
Earl  Brown  was  one  of  only 
three  African-American  F-86 
pilots  flying  out  of  South 
Korea's  Kimpo  Air  Base  - 
not  that  anyone  was  paying 
all  that  much  attention  to 
his  skin  color.  His  fel- 
low pilots  were  more 
interested  in  his 
flying  skills. 


"Acceptance  was  based  on  your  abil- 
ity to  perform,"  he  recalled.  "I  really 
didn't  experience  any  bad  times.  We 
knew  we  had  to  do  our  job;  there  was 
little  room  for  mistakes  or  errors.  I'm 
not  saying  that  everybody  was  pleased 
with  the  fact  that  we  [black  aviators] 
were  there,  because  some  people  always 
look  for  an  excuse  to  criticize.  But  that 
can  be  expected." 

Driving  on  the  Beltway.  No  one  was 

more  interested  in  how  the  24-year-old 
first  lieutenant  would  handle  his  Sabre  than 
Maj.  Frederick  "Boots"  Blesse.  The  major 
had  already  racked  up  a  number  of  his 
eventual  10  MiG-15  kills,  and  he  was  itch- 
ing to  add  to  his  "W"  column.  Brown 
was  his  wingman  that  September  day. 
"Being  a  wingman  is  like  driving 
V    down  Washington,  D.C.'s  Beltway 
looking  backward  the  entire  time,"  the 
retired  lieutenant  general  explained. 
"The  concept  is  that  the  leader  con- 
centrates on  the  enemy  and 
his  wingman  stays  with 
.  him,  regardless  of  the 
f'  maneuvers.  My  job  was  to 
stay  with  Blesse,  predict  his 
maneuvers  and  protect  his 
rear,  all  the  while  staying 
aware  of  the  presence  of  the 
enemy.  In  no  circumstances 
does  the  wingman  ever  leave 
his  leader." 

Brown  had  his  hands 
full  that  day  trying  to  keep 
up  with  his  high-flying 
leader.  Minutes  after 
'  lifting  off  from  Kimpo, 
Blesse,  one  of  Ameri- 
ca's greatest  fighting 
aviators,  quickly 
destroyed  one  MiG 
and  spotted  anoth- 
er. Blesse  dodged, 
darted,  looped 


and  rolled  to  get  into  position  to  fire  his 
Sabre's  powerful  guns,  with  Brown 
struggling  to  stay  with  him. 

"When  Boots  fired,  he  must  have  hit 
the  MiG's  engine  because  he  [the 
enemy  pilot]  slowed  down  drastically," 
the  72-year-old  Brown  remembered. 
"Blesse  hit  his  speed  brakes  to  stay  in 
position,  but  I  was  so  hypnotized  by  the 
action  that  I  didn't  react  immediately 
and  I  overtook  the  MiG.  I  came  abreast 
of  him  less  than  50  yards  away,  and  I 
looked  directly  at  the  pilot.  He  took  one 
look  at  me  on  his  flank,  leaned  back 
against  the  headrest  and  punched  out," 
Brown  recounted. 

"I  guess  he  figured  he  was  in  real 
trouble  if  this  guy  could  shoot  him  and 
fly  in  formation  at  the  same  time," 
Brown  speculated. 

Brown,  who  now  lives  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  was  awarded  the  Distinguished  Ry- 
ing  Cross  for  his  role  in  that  mission,  and 
he  went  on  to  complete  125  combat  mis- 
sions in  Korea.  During  his  one-year  tour 
with  the  334th  Fighter-Interceptor 
Squadron,  he  was  wingman  for  three  of 
America's  leading  aces  of  the  war: 
Blesse;  Jim  Jabara,  credited  with  15  kills; 
and  Manuel  "Pete"  Fernandez,  who  gar- 
nered 14.5  victories. 

On  to  Vietnam.  In  1965,  Brown,  a  New 
Jersey  native,  flew  over  Laos  and  North 
Vietnam  as  an  F-4  Phantom  pilot  based 
at  Ubon  Air  Base,  Thailand. 

Brown  returned  to  Thailand  in  1969 
and  flew  another  50  missions  with  the 
432nd  Tactical  Reconnaissance  Wing. 
"That  tour  gave  me  a  total  of  100  mis- 
sions in  the  Vietnam  War,"  Brown  noted. 

Brown  retired  in  1985  after  wearing 
the  uniform  for  35  years  and  accumulat- 
ing more  than  5,000  hours  in  the  cock- 
pits of  a  variety  of  fighter  aircraft.  He 
and  his  wife,  Gloria,  have  three  children 
and  three  grandchildren.  He  spends  his 
Friday  afternoons  as  a  volunteer  guide 
at  the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

When  he's  not  sharing  his  knowledge 
and  memories  at  the  museum,  the  multi- 
talented  general,  who  used  to  be  a  ski 
instructor,  hits  the  slopes.  "It's  the  clos- 
est thing  there  is  to  flying,"  said  the  sea- 
soned fighter  pilot.  ^ 
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Buy  Your  Hearing  Aids 
Direct  From  the  Factory... 
SAVE  Hundreds  of  DoUars! 

oAuiyou/  coMy  try  tkmv  -KUh  Free^/ 


It's  So  Small... 
It's  Amost  Invisible! 


"After  seeing  your  ad  in  thie  newspaper,  I 
decided  to  tal<e  a  cliance  on  your  product. 
Imagine  my  surprise  wlien  I  first  tried  your 
sound  amplification  product  and  it  worked 
great.  Tfie  amplification  seemed  to  bal- 
ance out  the  hearing  between  my  left  and 
right  ear.  I  am  completely  satisfied  with 
both  the  sound  quality  and  amplification  of 
your  MaxiSound."  Dr.  George  T.  Stallings 

"I  paid  $2000.00  for  (a  pair  of  hearing  aids) 
they  just  never  did  work  right  so  I  quit  using 
them.  When  I  got  MaxiSound  I  put  them 
right  in  my  ears  and  I  want  you  to  know 
they  sure  work  well.  I  wear  them  every  day 
to  work."  J.  Jackson,  GA 

"The  MaxiSound  I  purchased  from  you  is 
the  best...  and  the  best  price  I  have  ever 
had.  I  have  has  at  least  10  hearing  aids... 
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when  I  was  able  to  hear  very  close  to  nor- 
mally the  first  day  I  used  my  MaxiSound 
units."  Leighton  Soule,  NY 

"I  have  worn  the  MaxiSound  amplifier  for 
several  days  and  it's  the  greatest  thing 
since  sliced  bread.  I  am  very  well  satisfied 
with  it,  works  as  well  as  my  friend's  units 
that  cost  hundreds  more."  D.  £.  Allen,  SD 

"The  right  aid  is  just  wonderful,  fits  just  per- 
fect... last  week  we  had  a  Christmas  Party 
at  a  restaurant  with  approximately  50  peo- 
ple and  I  could  sit  and  talk  with  the  parties 
that  were  there  and  could  hear  every 
word."  JoAnn  Kellar,  OR 


Do  you  say  "what"  and  constantly  ask 
people  to  repeat  what  they  just  said?  If 
SO,  you  are  one  of  the  millions  of  people 
in  the  United  States  who  suffer 
from  GHL  (gradual  hearing 
loss  syndrome). 

Don't  be  embarrasses,  GHL 
happens  to  almost  everyone 
as  we  age.  The  everyday  nois- 
es that  attacked  our  hearing 
senses  over  the  years  (traffic, 
machines,  equipment)  have 
caused  the  mild  to  moderate 
hearing  loss  we  suffer  from. 
But  MaxiSound  can  help...  it 
can  be  your  hearing  solution. 

With  a  MaxiSound  hearing 
aid  you'll  be  able  to  hear  the 
children,  the  grandchildren,  the 
TV  and  your  friends  in  a  group 
conversation.  The  MaxiSound 
performs  great  in  "rea/-//fe"  situations 
(not  just  in  the  store). 
MaxiSound  offers  the  best  possible  fit 
in  ready-to-wear  hearing  aids  and  the  frequency 
is  preset  to  clearly  pick-up  the  sound  of  speech. 

MaxiSound  is  not  just  smaller  (it's  almost  invis- 
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for  a  full  refund  of  purchase  price  (less  P&H). 
There  are  over  100,000  satisfied  customers  who 
have  improved  their  quality  of  life  by  using 
MaxiSound.  Don't  you  want  to  be  one  of  them? 
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I  have  been  advised  that  the 
FDA  has  determined  that  my  best 
interests  would  be  served  if  I  had 
a  medical  evaluation  by  a 
licensed  physician,  preferably  a 
physician  who  specializes  in  dis- 
eases of  the  ear,  before  purchas- 
ing a  MaxiSound,  or  a  test  by  a 
licensed  dispenser  utilizing 
established  procedures  and 
instrumentation  in  the  fitting  of 
any  amplification  device.  I  am  18 
years  old  or  older  and  voluntary 
sign  this  waiver  which  indicates 
that  I  do  not  wish  either  a  medical 
evaluation  or  test  before  pur- 
chasing my  MaxiSound." 
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Offering  Hope 

Coast  Guard  pilot  led  daring  sea  rescue. 


By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Associate  Editor 


D 


ESPITE  ITS  ABSENCE 
from  most  histories  of  the 
Korean  War,  the  Coast 
Guard  was  there  -  most  vis- 
ibly in  search  and  rescue. 
While  Coast  Guard  units  were  de- 
ployed throughout  the  Korean  Theater  - 
from  Pusan  to  Guam  -  it  was  the  Coast 
Guard  detachment  at  Sangley  Point  in 
the  Philippines  that  made  the  branch's 
single  greatest  sacrifice  of  the  war. 

That  happened  during  a  rescue  mis- 
sion in  January  1953,  when  a  Navy  P2V 
Neptune  reconnaissance  plane  went 
down  off  the  coast  of  China. 

Based  in  Okinawa,  the  crew  of  the 
Neptune  had  been  photographing  a  com- 
munist anti-aircraft  artillery  emplace- 
ment on  China's  southeastern  coast.  As 
the  plane  turned  back  toward  Okinawa, 
it  was  crippled  by  ground  fire  and 
crashed  into  the  South  China  Sea,  some- 
where between  mainland  China  and 
what  was  then  called  Formosa. 

Within  minutes  of  receiving  the  dis- 
tress signal.  Coast  Guard  Lt.  John  Vukic 
had  his  PBM-5A  seaplane  in  the  air, 
Hfting  off  from  Sangley  Point  just  after 
12:30  p.m.  Despite  its  ungainly  11 8-foot 
wingspan,  the  plane  could  fly  at  over 
200  miles  per  hour.  Vukic  used  every 
bit  of  that  speed  to  arrive  at  the  crash 


site  some  600  miles  away  before  the 
frigid  waters  claimed  the  wrecked  Nep- 
tune's 11  crewmen. 

From  Bad  to  Worse.  By  the  time  the 
six-man  rescue  team  spotted  the  Nep- 
tune, it  was  almost  dusk.  With  night 
falling  and  the  waves  rising,  officials  at 
Sangley  Point  left  the  decision  of  going 
ahead  with  the  rescue  mission  to  Vukic. 
As  he  watched  his  Navy  counterparts 
flail  about  in  the  cold  water,  Vukic  made 
the  only  decision  he  could  -  he  landed 
his  plane,  bringing  it  to  a  surprisingly 
gentle  rest  despite  the  12-foot  seas. 

Vukic  glided  the  plane  close  enough 
for  his  crew  to  fish  out  the  sailors. 
Dazed  and  shivering  after  four  hours 
clinging  to  a  single  life  raft,  the  downed 
crewmen  had  to  be  lifted  into  the  rescue 
plane.  Racing  against  time  as  the  sun 
rapidly  set,  the  Coastguardsmen  man- 
aged to  load  the  injured  before  a  blanket 
of  darkness  covered  the  water. 

But  their  ordeal  had  just  begun.  Dur- 
ing takeoff,  Vukic 's  left  engine  failed, 
forcing  the  plane  to  slam  back  into  the 
water.  Four  of  the  rescued  sailors  and 
five  of  their  Coast  Guard  rescuers  died 
in  the  crash.  The  survivors  of  this  sec- 
ond crash  piled  onto  two  life  rafts  and 
endured  a  bone-chilling  night  on  the 
high  seas. 

Vukic  sustained  a  head  wound  during 
the  crash  but  kept  the  survivors'  spir- 
its buoyed  during  the  long,  cold 
night  with  his  wit.  According  to 

The  Coast  Guard  used  PBM-5  series 
Seaplanes  to  conduct  rescue  opera- 
ions  during  the  Korean  War. 
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Lt.  John  Vukic,  was  considered  one  of  the 
best  off-shore  pilots  in  the  world  in  1953. 

Coast  Guard  chronicler  John  Waters, 
when  a  Navy  pilot  asked  if  freezing  to 
death  was  painless,  Vukic  replied, 
"Well,  I'm  OK  then  because  I've  never 
been  so  damn  cold  and  miserable  in  my 
life." 

The  survivors  were  finally  picked  up 
the  next  morning  by  the  destroyer  USS 
Halsey  Powell.  "John  was  black  and  blue 
from  head  to  toe,"  recalled  Melvin  Davi- 
dow,  Vukic 's  roommate  back  at  Sangley 
Point.  "He  was  in  sickbay  quite  awhile." 

After  completing  his  service  in  the 
Coast  Guard,  Vukic  worked  for  an  elec- 
tronics firm,  living  in  Arizona,  Florida 
and  Pennsylvania  until  his  death  a 
decade  ago. 

His  nephew,  who  is  named  after  him, 
remembers  Vukic  as  a  humble  man. 
"Everybody  else  talked  about  what  he 
did  in  rescuing  those  men  from  the 
South  China  Sea,  but  he  never 

mentioned  it,  never  brought  it 
up,"  said  the  younger  Vukic. 
"I'm  very  proud  of  him." 
He  has  every  reason  to 
^     be.  As  a  Philippine-based 
-    American  newspaper  con- 
cluded, "There  would 
have  been  no  survivors 
Sad  not  Lt.  Vukic  taken 
the  calculated  landing 
risk.  . . .  The  rescue 
attempt  offered  new  hope 
and  raised  the  morale  of 
the  survivors"  - 
something  men  like  John 
Vukic  and  the  Coast 
Guard  did  countless  times 
during  the  Korean  War.  ^ 
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First  Came  The  "Swiss  Army"  Knife  —  Now  Comes  Tlie  New  Miiitary  Pen! 


TOOL  CHEST  IN  A  PEN! 

13  Handy  Tools  In  One  Pocket-Size  Pen 

•  Cuts  •  Carves  •  Saws  •  Screws  (fiatheads  &  Phillips) 

•  Files  •  Wire  Strips  •  Lifts  out  Staples 

•  Lifts  out  Nails  •  Tweezes 

•  Punches  Holes 

•  and  Writes, 


The  Amy  Pen  That's 

Mighiier  Than  Even  A  Dozen  Swords 

Here's  a  new  pocket-size  invention  inspired  by  the 
same  precision-engineering  as  the  "Swiss  Army  Knife". 
A  "must"  for  every  home,  office,  car,  boat,  RV  and 
camper,  it  fits  in  pocket,  purse,  briefcase  or  glove  com- 
partment—  so  it's  always  with  you,  always  "on  call" 
anywhere,  any  time.  Ideal  for  men,  for  women,  for  do-it- 
yourselfers,  for  hunters,  fishermen,  hikers  and  bikers  — 
in  fact  just  about  everyone. 


iffire  Httving  A  Tool-Shop  In  Your  Potkei 
-  You  Name  It Does  M 

Engineered  to  the  same  precise  military  standards  as 
the  "Swiss  Army  Knife",  each  tungsten  stainless  steel 
tool  nests  tight  as  a  glove  into  its  own  compartment  in 
the  machine-bored  aluminum  shaft.  No  rattling  or  jig- 
gling around. 

Complete  "Tool  Chest  In  A  Pen"  includes:  pen  cartridge,  i 
3  long  cutting  blades,  3  short  carving  blades,  two-sided  file, 
2  saw  blades,  fork  &  tweezer,  scraper,  hole-punch,  staple- 
remover,  flat  head  &  Phillips  screwdrivers.  Lock-tight  con- 
nectors at  each  end  let  you  use  2  tools  at  once.  Get  one  for 
the  home,  one  for  the  car,  one  to  carry  with  you.   


FOR  VALUABLE  FREE  GIFTS  VISIT  US  AT:  www.nationaltvbargains.com 


SPECIAL  BONUS 

(for  prompt  action): 
Order  now  and  you  are 
entitled  to  receive  a  mili- 
tary-style storage  case, 
with  pre-fitted  compart- 
ments to  lay  out  and  hold 
each  piece  while  you 
are  working  on  a  partic- 
ular project.  A  regular 
$5.00  value,  it's  yours  for 
only  $2.00.  But  supply  is 
severely  limited.  To 
make  sure  you  do  not 
miss  out,  ORDER  NOW! 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 

If  you're  not  100%  satisfied,  return  your  purchase  withii 
1  full  year  for  a  full  refund  (except  p&h).  ACT  NOW! 
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SAVE!  a  2  PENS  only  $17.98 

BEST  VALUE!  □  3  PENS  only  $24.98 

BONUS!  STORAGE  CASE(S)  (how  many?) 

(a  $5  value)  only  $2.00  ea.  (within  next  15  days! 
Add  just  S4  p&h-no  matter  how  many  you  order! 

Enclosed  is  $  .  CT  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 
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Paper  Propaganda 


Soldiers  scoffed 
at  safe 
conduct 
passes. 


By  Layne  Cameron 

Associate  Editor 


JACK  LeCOUNT  of 
Ligonier,  Ind.,  arrived 
in  Korea  in  July  1950. 
He  didn't  have  to  trav- 
el as  far  as  most  sol- 
diers, though.  He  was  already 
stationed  in  Japan  as  part  of  an 
occupation  force.  For  the  next 
six  months  the  Army  sergeant 
with  the  1st  Cavalry,  77th  Field 
Artillery,  continued  to  move, 
and  by  winter  he  found  himself  camped 
out  on  the  banks  of  the  Naktong  River. 

LeCount  recalls  that  he  and  his  battal- 
ion had  been  sitting  on  the  river  for  quite 
a  while  raining  artillery  fire  upon  the 
enemy.  "The  North  Koreans 
called  us  the  'Automatic 
Artillery,'  "  said  LeCount. 
"We  had  a  stack  of  brass  as 
tall  as  a  house.  They  knew 
whenever  we  were  near,  it 
was  pretty  much  automatic 
that  we'd  start  shelling  them." 

One  memory  remains  as 
strong  as  the  riverside 
artillery  barrage  -  the 
enemy's  counterattack  of 
sorts.  The  North  Koreans  lit- 
tered the  battleground  with 
propaganda  pamphlets 
(imploring  that  American 
soldiers  shouldn't  have  to  die 
for  Wall  Street  profits)  and 
"Safe  Conduct  Passes." 

The  passes,  air  dropped  and  fanned 


got  big 


Jack  LeCount  and 
his  battalion  didn't 
give  much  cre- 
dence to  North 
Korea's  Safe  Con- 
duct Passes. 


across  the  country- 
side by  wintry  winds,  read:  "The  bearer, 
regardless  of  his  military  rank  or  nation- 
ality, is  hereby  unconditionally  guaran- 
teed freedom  from  personal 
injury,  maltreatment  or  abuse. 
He  will  receive  medical  treat- 
ment if  necessary  and  may 
retain  all  personal  posses- 
sions. 

"Use  of  this  pass  will  pre- 
vent unnecessary  and  mean- 
ngless  sacrifice  in  the  aggres- 
sive war  instigated  and  waged 
by  American  Imperialists  and 
will  ensure  that  the  bearer  gets 
home  safely.  The  bearer  sim- 
ply has  only  to  put  down  his 
weapon,  present  this  pass  to 
any  member  or  unit  of  the 
Korean  People's  Army  or  the 
Chinese  People's  Volunteer 
Forces,  say,  'surrender,'  and  he  will  be 
well-treated." 


LeCount  and 
the  others  in  his  unit  saw  through  the 
empty  promises.  "I  knew  it  was  all  a 
bunch  of  bull,"  said  LeCount,  who  pock- 
eted a  few  for  keepsakes.  "I  wouldn't 
have  crossed  over  for  love  or  money." 

Knowledge  of  North  Korea's  POW 
policy  at  that  time,  no  doubt,  immedi- 
ately discredited  the  passes.  "We  had  a 
couple  of  men  who  were  captured,  had 
their  hands  tied  behind  their  backs  and 
were  shot,"  said  LeCount.  "That's  what 
would 've  happened  to  anyone  who  used 
the  passes." 

In  reality,  there  was  no  "safe-conduct 
pass"  for  anyone  serving  in  Korea.  As 
LeCount  demonstrated,  the  only  "safe 
conduct"  was  to  fight  the  North  Koreans 
and  Chinese  all  out.  In  1951,  LeCount 
completed  his  combat  tour  and  was 
shipped  home.  That's  all  the  safe  con- 
duct he  needed.  1 
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^'41  Birdhouse  and  Birdffeeder 
Woodworking  Patterns  for 
Only  190  Each?" 


IF  YOU  LIKE  TO  CUT  PATTERNS  OUT  OF  WOOD,  THIS 
IS  THE  SET  FOR  YOU!  YOU'LL  FIND  A  TREASURE 
HOUSE  OF  IDEAS  INSIDE.  41  BIRDHOUSE  AND  BIRD- 
FEEDER  WOODWORKING  PATTERNS  AND  DESIGNS. 


(By  Frank  K.  Wood) 

FC&A,  a  Peachtree  City,  Georgia, 
publisher,  announced  today  that 
it  is  practically  "giving  away"  an 
all-new  set  of  "41  Birdhouse  and 
Birdfeeder  Woodworking  Patterns." 

•  Little  thatched  roof  cottage,  lovely 
Swiss  chalets. 

•  Old  red  bam  with  silo,  special  holi- 
days. 

•  Noah  and  the  animals,  birds  of  love 
and  song. 

•  School  days,  slanted  roof, 
snowman  with  his  sign 

•  Picket  fence  birdbath. 
"Apple  Cafe"  feeder. 


Clever  cats,  Christ- 
mas tree,  a  cardinal 
with  a  treat. 
Decorative  covered 
wagon,  two-storied  fun. 
One-of-a-kind  birdhouse  designs, 
hearts,  and  "Home  Tweet  Home." 
Southwestern  adobe-style,  spooky 
haunted  house. 

Tailor  shop,  bakery,  charming  coun- 
try church. 

Jack-in-the-box,  pumpkin,  light- 
house by  the  shore. 
•  Watermelons,  daisies,  sunflowers, 
and  more! 


Build  all  these  wooden  favorites.  Illustrated  plans  include  intricately  detailed 
patterns  and  complete  instructions.  To  order  a  set,  just  return  this  notice  with 
your  name  and  address  and  a  check  for  $7.99  plus  $3.00  shipping  and  handUng, 
and  we  will  send  you  "41  Birdhouse  and  Birdfeeder  Woodworking  Patterns." 
Or,  for  only  $9.99  plus  $3.00  shipping  and  handling,  you  can  get  both  the  basic 
set  and  an  extra  100  assorted  patterns. 

Plus,  as  a  purchaser  of  our  set  of  "41  Birdhouse  and  Birdfeeder 
Woodworking  Patterns,"  if  pleased,  about  every  two  months  you  will  also  be 
eligible  for  a  first  look  and  free  trial  preview  of  all  companion  pattern  sets  print- 
ed in  the  years  ahead. 

Send  your  check  along  with  your  name  and  address  to:  FC&A,  Dept.  NAM-9, 
103  Clover  Green,  Peachtree  City,  GA  30269. 

You  get  a  no-time-limit  guarantee  of  satisfaction  or  your  money  back. 

You  must  cut  out  and  return  this  notice  with  your  order.  Copies  will  not 
be  accepted! 

IMPORTANT  —  FREE  GIFT  OFFER  EXPIRES  OCTOBER  20,  2000 
All  orders  mailed  by  October  20, 2000,  will  receive  a  free  gift  guaranteed. 
Order  right  away!  ©fc&a  2000 


It  does  what 
the  name  says 
it  does. 


1^ 


t  u  r  a 


Arous 


1 


Optimal  Erectioiis,  naturally 
with  Arousal,  safer  and  far  less 
expensive  than  prescription 
drugs. 

Contains  natural  L-Ai"ginine  m  a  break- 
through tran-ilermal  delivery 
cream,  restores  and  eiihances 
normal  erectile  function. 


♦Replaces  costly  prescription  pills. 
♦  Replaces  painful  injections  ♦Use  as 
often  as  needed.  ♦Gentle,  safe,  effective. 
♦Translucent  gel,  scent-free, 
undetectable. 


Only  $24.95  per  2  oz.  jar 

AROUSAL  works  by  the  same  biological, 
biochemical  and  medical  mechanism  as  the 
painful  injections.  It  also  works  the  same  way  as 
that  new  drug  you  see  on  TV  for  erectile 
dysfunction. 

Our  pleasant  cream,  which  you  apply  topically  to 
your  penis,  costs  only  $24.95  for  a  two  month 
supply.  There  are  no  side  effects  such  as  terrible 
penile  pain  from  injection  or  headache  and 
dizziness;  the  side  effects  associated  with  the 
pill. 

AROUSAL  produces  the  same  effect  as  the 
other  products  but  safely  and  pleasantly 
producing  the  all  important  substance,  nitric 
oxide  (NO)  right  in  your  penis  where  it  does  the 
work  of  bringing  blood  flow  into  the  penis 
resulting  in  the  FULLEST  FIRMEST  AND  LARGEST 
ERECTIONS  you  have  had  since  you  were  a  teenager 
All  this  for  only  $24.95  plus  $5.00  shipping  & 
handling 


MAIL  TO.  POSITIVE  RESPONSE 

245  EIGHTH  AVENUE  SUITE  185 
Department  AL 
NEW  YORK,  NYlOOn 

Yes,  please  rush  me  a  2  month  supply 
of  AROUSAL  2  oz.  Jar 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check/money  order  for  $24.95 
plus  S5.00  shipping  &  handling.       Total  $29.95 


Name  . 
Addrt", 


Discreetly  Shipped 


Parr 

■JrFORTHE 

Cross 


Capt.  Ralph  Parr  stands  in  front  of  his  F-86  Sabre  in  October  1953. 


Sharp-shooting  double  ace  was  awarded  the 
Distinguished  Service  Cross  and  the  Air  Force  Cross. 


By  Dan  Allsup 


W 


ITH  MOST  of  his  gray 
hair  intact  at  age  75, 
retired  Air  Force  Col. 
Ralph  Parr  nibbles  on 
a  chalupa  at  a  Mexican 
restaurant  and  remembers  June  30, 
1953. 

And  well  this  Legionnaire  should. 
After  all,  that  was  the  day  the  F-86  pilot 
faced  off  against  more  than  a  dozen 
MiG-15s  in  a  solo  dogfight  south  of  Ko- 
rea's Yalu  River. 

He  shot  down  two  of 
them  and  was  getting 
into  position  for  an-  4,.. 
other  kill  when  his 
wing  commander  ra-  f 
dioed  for  help.  The 
commander's  F-86 
Sabre  was  crippled  after 
ingesting  debris  from  a 
MiG  he  had  downed,  and 
other  enemy  aircraft  were  in 
pursuit.  Dangerously  low  on  fuel,  then- 
Capt.  Parr  responded  and  chased  off  the 
MiGs,  giving  his  boss  time  to  restart  his 
Sabre  and  head  for  home  under  the  cap- 
tain's escort. 

Parr  won  the  Distinguished  Service 


Cross  for  that  mismatched  dogfight 
over  Korea. 

Already  a  veteran  of  World  War  II 
and  an  earlier  tour  in  Korea,  Parr  had 
returned  in  May  1953.  He  traded  in  his 
older  F-80  for  an  F-86  during  the  sec- 
ond tour  and  proceeded  to  rack  up  one 
of  the  most  dazzling  air  combat  records 
ever.  In  30  combat  missions  during  the 
last  seven  weeks  of  the  war 
the  Virginia  native  gar 
nered  10  kills, 
including 


the  last  enemy  aircraft  shot  down  dur- 
ing the  war. 

One  on  Sixteen.  However,  Parr's  most 
memorable  air  battle  took  place  a  few 
weeks  earlier,  when  he  tangled  with  16 
MiGs. 

It  was  a  mid-day  mission,  and  he 
was  the  number-four  man  of  a  four- 
man  flight.  "We  were  on  patrol 
at  41,000  feet  when  I 
saw  a  flight  of 
four  MiGs 

/■  ("I     71  ■     ''.ai'S^BIU^^^  on  the 
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Parr  flew  30 

combat  missions  during 
the  last  seven  weeks  of  the  war. 


IB"' 


deck,"  he  recalled.  "My  leader  told  me 
to  go  after  them  and  that  he'd  cover 
me.  I  rolled  over  in  a  terminal  velocity 
dive  and  pulled  out  at  about  300  feet. 
When  I  leveled  off,  I  saw  four  more. 
And  on  my  left,  there  were  another 
eight!"  Parr  exclaimed. 

"I  decided  to  hit  the  guy  in  front  be- 
cause he  was  the  most  experienced.  I 
figured  if  I  knocked  (him)  off,  the  (oth- 
ers) would  take  off.  When  I  took  off 
after  him,"  Parr  explained,  "the  others 
split  up  like  a  banana  fed  into  a  high- 
speed fan." 

When  Parr  dove  for  the  leader,  his 
gun  sight  blew  a  fuse.  "I  had  already 
hit  him  10  or  12  times,  but  I  had  to  get 
off  the  trigger  because  I  was  worried 
my  guns  would  jam,"  he  remembered. 
"At  one  point,  I  was  able  to  slide  in- 
verted over  the  top  of  him,  canopy-to- 
canopy  without  wingtip  clearance.  He 
was  looking  up  at  me  and  I  was  look- 
ing down  at  him.  He  tried  to  throw  me 
off,  but  suddenly  his  airplane  inched 
ahead  of  me.  That's  when  I  said. 


'Okay,  buddy,  that's  gonna  cost  you.'" 

Parr  slipped  his  throttle  into  idle 
and  hit  his  speed  brakes,  doing  every- 
thing he  could  to  slow  his  Sabre.  "He 
slowed  down  when  he  saw  me  drop- 
ping back,  and  I 
nearly  took  off  the 
trailing  edge  of  his 
tail  with  the  nose 
of  my  airplane," 
Parr  recounted. 

"We  were  up 
and  down  between 
100  and  500  feet 
above  the  terrain.  I 
didn't  have  a  gun 
sight,  but  I  figured  I 
was  too  close  to 
miss.  I  hit  him 


Today  Ralph  Parr 
lives  in  New 
Braunfels,  Texas. 


every  time  I  pulled  the  trigger,  but  the 
vibrations  of  the  gun  would  stall  my  air- 
plane and  I'd  have  to  work  my  way 
back  up.  I  did  that  four  or  five  times. 
The  next  to  the  last  time,  I  got  doused 
with  fuel.  The  last  time  I  got  him,  I 
torched  him  and  he  burst  into  flames." 


Parr  didn't  watch  the  MiG  hit  the 
ground.  "I  didn't  have  time  to  gloat  -  I 
had  15  other  guys  up  there."  In  quick 
succession,  the  young  Sabre  pilot 
downed  one  more  MiG  and  damaged 
another  before  the  remaining  enemy  air- 
craft split  up  and  headed  for  home. 

Three-war  Veteran.  The  legend  of 
Ralph  Parr  took  root  when  a  debriefing 
officer  later  joked  about  how  the  captain 
had  "cornered"  an  entire  squadron  of  1 6 
MiGs  that  day. 

All  told.  Col.  Parr  would  serve  five 
combat  tours,  fly  in  three  wars  and  tally 
642  missions.  He  flew  two  tours  in  Viet- 
nam, where  he  earned  the  Air  Force 
Cross  for  valor  during  the  battle  of  Khe 
Sanh,  giving  him  the  distinction  of  hold- 
ing both  the  Distinguished  Service 
Cross  and  the  Air  Force  Cross. 

Today,  Parr  lives  in  New  Braunfels, 
Texas,  with  his  wife,  Margaret.  "Do  I  miss 
flying?"  he  asks,  finishing  off  his  chalupa. 
"Yeah,  I  miss  it  a  lot.  I  used  to  be  a  pretty 
fair  fighter  pilot,  you  know."  J 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Amazing  Diabetes  Improvement 


(SPECIAL)  -  Here's  important  news  for 
anyone  with  diabetes.  A  remarkable  book  is 
now  available  that  reveals  a  medically  tested 
method  that  normalizes  blood  sugar  natural- 
ly...and  greatly  improves  the  complications 
associated  with  diabetes.  People  report  bet- 
ter vision,  more  energy,  faster  healing, 
regained  feeling  in  their  feet,  as  well  as  a 
reduction  of  various  risk  factors  associated 
with  other  diseases. 

It's  called  the  "Diabetes  Improvement 
Program "  and  it  was  researched,  developed 
and  written  by  a  leading  medical  researcher. 
It  shows  you  exactly  how  nature  can  activate 
your  body's  built-in  healers  once  you  start 
eating  the  right  combination  of  foods.  It 
works  for  both  Type  I  and  Type  II  diabetes 
and  it  can  reduce,  and  in  some  cases  even 
eliminate,  the  need  to  take  insulin.  It  gives 
diabetics  control  of  their  lives  and  a  feeling 
of  satisfaction  that  comes  from  having  nor- 
mal blood  sugar  profiles. 

The  results  speak  for  themselves. 
l\\t"Diabetes  Improvement  Program"  is 
based  on  research  that  is  so  new  most  doc- 
tors aren't  aware  of  it  yet.  It  tells  you  which 
delicious  foods  to  eat  and  which  to  avoid.  It 
also  warns  you  of  the  potential  danger  of  cer- 


tain so-called  "diabetes"  diets.  It's  been 
proven  amazingly  effective  time  and  time 
again.. .and  works  so  fast  you  can  begin  to 
feel  improvement  in  a  matter  of  days.  The 
"Diabetes  Improvement  Program "  is  based  on 
documented  scientific  principles  that  can: 

•  Eliminate  ketones  and  give  you  more 
abundant  energy 

•  Make  blood  sugar  levels  go  from  High 
Risk  to  Normal 

•  Stimulate  scratches  and  scrapes  to  heal 
faster 

•  Improve  eyesight 

•  Improve  your  balance 

•  Help  numb  feet  regain  a  level  of  feeling 

•  Reverse  neuropathy  and  resultant  heel 
ulcers 

Improvement  can  be  seen  in  other  areas 
as  well,  such  as  lower  blood  pressure, 
lower  cholesterol  and  reduced  triglyceride 
levels.  There  has  also  been  a  reduction  of 
other  risk  factors  associated  with:  heart 
attacks,  stroke,  retinopathy,  kidney 
damage. 

What's  more,  it  can  help  improve  short 
term  memory  and  make  you  feel  more 
alert  and  no  longer  chronically  tired. 

Improvements  and  even  total  cures  of 


double  vision  or  diplopia  may  also  be 
experienced. 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  have 
diabetes,  this  could  be  the  most  important 
book  you'll  ever  read.  As  part  of  a  special 
introductory  offer,  right  now  you  can  order  a 
special  press  run  of  the  "Diabetes 
Improvement  Program"  for  only  $12.95 
plus  $2.00  shipping.  It  comes  with  a  90  day 
money  back  guarantee.  If  you  are  not  100% 
satisfied,  simply  return  it  for  a  full 
refund.. .no  questions  asked. 

Order  an  extra  copy  for  family  or  friend 
and  SAVE.  You  can  order  2  for  only 
$20  total. 

HERE'S  HOW  TO  ORDER: 

Simply  PRINT  your  name  and  address 
and  the  words  "Diabetes  Improvement"  on  a 
piece  of  paper  and  mail  it  along  with  a 
check  or  money  order  to:  THE  LEADER 
CO.,  INC.,  Publishing  Division,  Dept. 
DB481  ,  RO.  Box  8347,  Canton,  Ohio 
447 1 1 .  VISA  or  MasterCard  send  card  num- 
ber and  expiration  date.  Act  now.  Orders  are 
fulfilled  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis. 

02000  The  Leader  Co.,  Inc. 
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Ihe  American  Legion 
Magazine  covers  ttie 
war  in  Korea. 

By  Alan  W.  Dowd 

Associate  Editor 

ITH  THE  SOMBER 
shadows  of  the 
Korean  'police 
action'  and  a  crisis 
in  world  affairs 
hanging  low  on  the 
horizon,  official  del- 

tl     egates  and  visitors 
I     to  the  32nd  annual 
■      National  Convention 
of  The  American 
Legion  charted  a  course  for  the  new 
year  ahead  at  Los  Angeles." 

So  began  The  American  Legion 
Magazine' s  coverage  of  the  first  con- 
vention following  the  outbreak  of  war 
in  Korea.  Those  somber  shadows 
would  darken  the  magazine's  pages 
for  most  of  the  next  three  years. 
Secretary  of  State  John  Foster 


Dulles,  who  spoke  at  the  32nd  Con- 
vention, made  international  news  at 
the  event.  Dulles'  speech  included 
warnings  about  extending  the  war  be- 
yond the  Yalu  River,  a  condemnation 
of  communist  intransigence  and  lack 
of  seriousness,  and  concern  for  com- 
munist advances  throughout  Asia. 

"In  its  own  Foreign  Relations  ac- 
tions," the  magazine  continued,  "the 
Legion  expressed  no  confidence  in  the 
U.N.  as  a  world  peace  body  as  now 
constituted  and  questioned  the  empha- 
sis now  given  some  activities  of  the 
U.N.'s  independent  agencies." 

A  Full-Fledged  War.  As  always.  Le- 
gion publications  kept  veterans  and 
servicemen  up  to  date  on  developments 
in  Washington  as  well  as  overseas. 

"On  June  1,  1951,  the  Senate  by 
voice  vote  approved  a  compromise  bill 
which  permits  induction  of  18-and-a- 
half  year-olds  and  extends  the  period  of 
service  from  21  months  to  two  years. 
House  approval  is  expected  to  follow. 
. . .  The  legislation  also  clears  the  way 
for  an  armed  forces  goal  of  3.5  million," 
the  Legion  reported  in  July  195 1 . 


Another  article  from  the  same  issue 
noted,  "Congress  finally  got  around  to 
recognizing  the  'police  action'  in  Ko- 
rea as  a  full-fledged  war  -  and  the  men 
who  are  fighting  there  entitled  to  vet- 
erans benefits.  The  Legion  has  been 
fighting  for  this  recognition  since  the 
war  broke  out,  but  it  took  the  full  force 
of  public  displeasure  to  jar  Congress 
into  action.  ...  As  a  result,  honorably 
discharged  veterans  of  the  Korean 
War  are  now  entitled  to  hospitaliza- 
tion, medical  care,  domiciliary  treat- 
ment and  burial  benefits,  and  compen- 
sation and  pension  for  themselves  and 
dependents." 

Korea  had  a  profound  effect  not 
only  on  America  and  its  fighting  men, 
but  on  the  Legion  itself.  "On  Decem- 
ber 28,  1951,  President  Truman 
affixed  his  signature  to  Senate  Bill 
4240  passed  by  both  houses  of  the 
Congress  amending  the  Legion's  Na- 
tional Charter.  The  ranks  of  the  Le- 
gion were  opened  to  armed  service 
personnel  on  duty  since  June  25,  1950, 
in  the  Korean  crisis.  Millions  of  new 

Illustration  above:  Hamilton  Greene 
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"We  wives  have  wait- 
ed while  most  of  the 
populace  laughed.  We 
have  wept  calmly,  and 
wept  frantically,  into 
our  pillows,  while 
caressing  the  undent- 
ed pillow  on  the  other 
side  of  the  bed." 

Ruby  Peeler 

and  future  war  veterans  were  made 
eligible  for  membership  in  The  Ameri- 
can Legion. 

"It  was  the  second  time  in  eight 
years  that  the  Congress  has  been 
called  upon  to  amend  the  Legion's 
Charter  to  admit  veterans  of  a  new 
war.  On  October  29,  1942,  President 
Roosevelt  signed  a  bill  which  made 
the  veterans  of  WWII  eligible  for  Le- 


REPORT  FROM 


gion  membership.  The 
new  eligibility  period  is 
designated  as  beginning 
June  25,  1950,  and  end- 
ing with  the  official  ces- 
sation of  hostilities, 
whenever  proclaimed  by 
the  government.  The  im- 
mediate effect  is  to  make 
potential  Legionnaires  of 
the  estimated  2.5  million 
men  and  women  now  in 
the  armed  forces." 

Korean  War  veterans 
came  to  be  called  "K-vets" 
in  the  magazine's  com- 
panion publication,  "The 
Veterans  Newsletter." 

"On  the  average,  K- 
vets  applying  for  job 
training  seem  more  vague 
about  what  career  to 
choose  than  were  WWII 
GIs,  says  a  VA  survey. 
The  chief  reason  seems  to 
be  applicants  so  far  are 
younger.  . . .  The  VA  says 
this  survey  has  put  it  on 
its  mettle  to  make  its 
counseling  service  top- 
notch.  Young  vets  who 


The  American  Legion  IVIagazine  kept  readers  informed 
with  monthly  reports  from  the  front,  reports  that  painted 
an  often  grim  picture. 


are  vague 
about  the 
training 
they  want  should  take 
full  advantage  of  VA 
counseling  service." 

Another  issue  of  the 
newsletter  reported, 
"According  to  a  survey 
made  by  VA,  the  aver- 
age age  of  Korean  War 
veterans  is  22,  WWII 
veterans  average  age  33 
and  WWI  vets  average 
58  plus." 

As  the  war  wore  on, 
Washington  dug  in  for 
the  long  haul.  "A  presi- 
dential order  dropping 
fatherhood  as  grounds 
for  new  draft  defer- 
ments became  effective 
Aug.  25,  1953.  The  new 
order  applies  only  to 
future  fathers  in  the 
draft  age  bracket 
between  1 8-and-a-half 
and  26." 

The  newsletter  later 
warned,  "Wholesale 
slashes  in  the  federal 
budget  for  the  Veterans 


The  magazine  used  images  not  just  to  tell  the  story  of 
war,  but  sometimes  to  make  a  statement.  An  editor's 
note  accompanying  this  illustration,  which  depicts  an 
African-American  soldier  helping  his  white  comrade, 
called  on  readers  to  look  "for  other  qualities  in  a  man 
than  the  color  of  his  skin." 


Administration  will,  if  enacted  by 
Congress,  be  reflected  in  sharply  re- 
duced services  to  disabled  veterans. 
Cuts  will  most  keenly  be  felt  in  hospi- 
tal, medical  and  domiciliary  care  of 
disabled  war  veterans  -  all  in  the  name 
of  economy!" 

Americans  grew  increasingly  apa- 
thetic as  the  war  staggered  on. 
Nowhere  was  their  apathy  more  obvi- 
ous than  when  it  came  to  blood  sup- 
ply. "What  happened  in  Korea  is  an 
acute  crisis  in  blood,"  observed  Eric 
Northrup  in  the  December  1951  issue. 
"In  one  of  his  final  acts  as  secretary  of 
defense,  George  C.  Marshall  went  on 
the  national  airwaves  and  told  the 
American  people  that  the  reserve  sup- 
ply of  blood  plasma  was  exhausted. 
Not  low.  Not  below  quota,"  Northrup 
explained.  "Exhausted." 

The  Voice  of  Korea's  Casualties.  As 

months  passed  into  years,  the  war  took 
its  toll  on  soldiers,  families  and  veter- 
ans alike.  Korea  would  claim  more 
than  35,000  veterans,  trap  8,000 
Americans  as  prisoners  of  war  and 
maim  thousands  more.  The  American 
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Legion  would  become  their  voice. 

James  Jones,  Marine  veteran  from 
Korea,  couldn't  understand  why 
America  seemed  to  shrug  at  the 
"100,000  casualties,  15,000  dead  and 
thousands  more  butchered."  The  com- 
bat veteran  called  the  United  States  "a 
nation  which  gives  every  indication  of 
not  caring,  which  appears  to  prefer 
looking  the  other  way,  which  concerns 
itself  virtually  not  at  all  with  the  fear- 
ful casualties,  and  which  has  dedicated 
itself  almost  exclusively  to  the  better- 
ment of  its  individual  back  yards." 


Dismissed  by  Truman  for  insubordina- 
tion, Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur  returned 
to  the  states  as  a  hero  In  1951. 


Jones  would  later  confront  head-on 
the  perception  among  many  Ameri- 
cans that  Korea  wasn't  really  a  war. 
"When  you  listen  to  some  veteran  of 
Korea  tell  you  how  tough  it  was  at  the 
Naktong,  or  Chosin  Reservoir,  or  Yoju 
. . .  you  would  do  well  to  stifle  that 
urge  to  top  him.  This  guy  probably 
will  refuse  to  be  bested.  He  figures  he 
fought  the  meanest  war  of  them  all." 

Gene  Gilmore,  another  Korean  War 
vet,  wrote  not  about  the  shock  of  war, 
but  the  shock  of  returning  home.  "Per- 
haps your  family  loves  you  just  as 
much  as  before,  but  they  are  more  in- 
dependent, used  to  doing  without  you. 
. . .  Your  house  is  intact,  if  you're 
lucky.  . . .  You  find  your  job  has 
shrunken  in  your  absence.  . . .  Your 
take-home  pay  is  considerably  less 
than  it  was  two  years  ago,  and  what  is 
left  doesn't  go  as  far." 

With  the  opposing  armies  rolling 


MAT  IBSI:  IN  OMINOUS  WARNING 


"So  long  as  stateside 
busybodies  continue 
tlieir  meddling,  the 
best  we  can  expect 
is  a  stalemate. " 

Erie  Cocke  Jr.,  1951 

After  less  than  a  year  of  fighting, 
National  Commander  Erie  Cocke  Jr. 
warned  Americans  that  Washington 
was  mishandling  the  war  and  that  the 
U.N.  operation  was 
sentencing  America's 
fighting  men  to  horri- 
ble deaths.  Upon  re- 
turning from  a  hurried 
trip  to  Korea,  where  he 
suffered  a  serious  back 
injury  when  his  jeep 
overtumed  near  the 
front  lines,  Cocke  of- 
fered this  blow-by- 
blow  criticism  of  the 
war's  prosecufion: 

"Apart  from  the 
South  Koreans,  most 
of  the  men  fighting 
this  war  are  Ameri- 
cans. We  can  kid  our- 
selves all  we  want 
about  this  being  a  great  United  Na- 
tions offensive,  but  as  usual  in  these 
international  projects  it's  the  Ameri- 
can people  who  are  carrying  the  bur- 
den. ...  It's  our  boys  who  are  doing 
most  of  the  fighting  and  dying.  I  know 
because  I've  seen  the  Korean  battle 
front.  . . .  The  men  overseas  are  begin- 
ning to  get  the  idea  that  someone  or 
something  is  seUing  them  out.  They 
feel  they've  been  forced  out  on  a  limb 
and  the  limb  is  being  sawed  off.  . . . 
Since  it  is  a  matter  of  kill  or  be  killed, 
they  are  fighting  for  their  lives. ...  In 
this  respect,  they're  one  up  on  the 
confused  thinkers  safe  in  the  United 
States  who  are  still  arguing  that  we 
ought  to  give  the  murdering  Chinese  a 
place  in  the  United  Nations. 


Past  National  Commander 
Erie  Cocke  Jr. 


"For  the  life  of  them  . . .  they  can't 
understand  why  our  State  Department 
and  the  United  Nations  make  it  neces- 
sary for  them  to  be  slaughtered  by  Red 
armies  which  swarm  down  on  them 
from  territory  which  our  own  heads  of 
government  make  sacrosanct. 

"They  cannot  understand  ...  the 
strange  apathy  of  the  American  peo- 
ple back  home.  As  they  listen  to  radio 
reports  of  what  is  happening  thou- 
sands of  miles  to  the  east  of  them, 
they  are  puzzled.  Isn't  the  American 
pubhc  aware  of  what  is  going  on? 
Don't  they  realize  that  their  sons  and 
husbands  and  sweethearts  are  fighting 
a  ruthless  enemy  who  has  them  at  a 
terrible  disadvantage, 
thanks  to  stupid  or  trai- 
torous advisors  and 
inept  diplomacy? 

"In  Korea  I  saw 
many  caskets. ...  Is 
this  the  only  thing  that 
will  awaken  America? 
Do  thousands  more 
boys  have  to  lay  down 
their  fives  needlessly 
before  an  aroused  pub- 
lic demands  that  our 
fighting  men  be  given 
an  even  break? 

"It  is  high  time  that 
America  snapped  out 
of  its  apathy.  . . .  The 
GI  has  been  let  down 
not  just  by  those  characters  in  high 
places,  but  by  the  rest  of  us  who  have 
tolerated  them  and  permitted  them  to 
become  powerful.  Now  it  is  up  to  us. 
It  is  time  to  let  the  war  be  fought  by 
our  military  people,  not  by  politicians 
in  Washington  or  the  United  Nations." 

Cocke's  words  were  ominous  but 
prescient  as  he  concluded  that  May 
1951  message.  "So  long  as  stateside 
busybodies  continue  their  meddling, 
the  best  we  can  expect  is  a  stalemate. 
. . .  Patriotic  Americans  ought  to  be 
asking  themselves  about  (this).  Their 
sons  and  brothers  in  Korea  are  certain- 
ly asking  themselves  a  lot  of 
questions,  and  I  for  one  would  not 
want  to  have  to  answer  to  them  at 
some  future  date." 
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up  and  down  the  peninsula,  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  Magazine  began  devoting 
columns  and  pages  to  the  missing: 
"Cpl.  Curtis  J.  Kiesling,  remains  not 
recovered  ...  Cpl.  John  Bobbs,  report- 
ed missing  ...  Pfc.  Barney  Talbert, 
missing  since  Dec.  2,  1950  ...  Sgt. 
Tommie  Lee  Morgan,  family  advised 
that  he  is  a  prisoner  . . .  Pfc.  Cormie 
Max  Conner,  missing  at  Chosin  Reser- 
voir." Each  month,  more  names,  more 
columns,  more  missing. 

The  words  of  Ruby  Peeler,  wife  of 
a  Korean  MIA,  reminded  Legion  sub- 
scribers that  the  war's  victims  were 
not  only  in  Korea.  "We  Korean  MIA 
widows  must  face  the  grueling  fact 
that  our  soldiers,  if  living,  face  the 
most  torturous  existence  of  any  uni- 
formed men  having  fallen  into  enemy 
hands.  ...  We  wives  have  waited  while 
most  of  the  populace  laughed.  We 
have  wept  calmly,  and  wept  frantical- 
ly, into  our  pillows,  while  caressing 
the  undented  pillow  on  the  other  side 
of  the  bed." 

Some  Korean  War  veterans  would 
escape  Korea  with  little  more  than 
their  lives.  Maimed  by  war,  these  vet- 
erans would  receive  help  and  much- 
deserved  praise  from  the  Legion. 

"Boys  have  become  veterans  very 
quickly  in  the  Korean  War.  On  Easter 
Sunday,  1950,  Robert  L.  Smith  of 
Middleburg,  Pa.,  was  a  19-year-old 
boy.  ...  By  Christmas  Eve,  he  had 
been  to  Asia  and  only  part  of  him  had 
come  back.  ...  He  fought  nearly  to  the 
Manchurian  border  where  he  dreamed 


of  being  home  by 
Christmas.  Then,  on 
Nov.  27,  he  was  shot  in 
the  right  arm  and  froze 
in  a  ditch  for  days  in 
sub-zero  weather.  He 
became  a  prisoner  of 
war  in  a  shack  near  the 
ditch.  ...  He  was  beaten 
by  a  Chinese  guard  and 
he  froze  some  more. 

"U.S.  Marines  res- 
cued him  deep  in  ene- 
my territory  and  evacu- 
ated him.  . . .  (But)  he 
had  four  of  his  frozen 
limbs  removed." 

A  follow-up  article 
reported,  "the  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  has 
set  up  $1,000  as  the 
beginning  of  a  Robert  J. 
Smith  Foundation  to 
ensure  this  gallant 
young  soldier,  who  had 
given  all  but  life  itself, 
the  comforts  of  life  and 
as  complete  rehabilita- 
tion as  possible." 

The  American  Le- 
gion Magazine  also 
wrote  about  the  dark 
side  of  the  war  at  home  -  the  war  prof- 
iteers. "Relatives  of  men  killed  or 
missing  in  Korea  ...  are  warned  to 
watch  out  for  chiselers  and  human 
vultures  who  seek  to  obtain  money  . . . 
on  the  strength  that  they  knew  the  ser- 
viceman. . . .  When  such  appeals  are 


THE  INSIDE  STORY 
LATIN  AMERICAN  POLICY 


President  Truman  didn't  liave  tlie  luxury  of  neglecting 
other  parts  of  the  world  during  the  war,  as  this  1951 
cover  illustrates.  The  cover  depicts  an  important  summit 
meeting  of  Western  Hemisphere  foreign  ministers. 


made,  please  have  the  person  investi- 
gated by  organized  groups  such  as  the 
Legion,  the  Red  Cross  or  the  Better 
Business  Bureau." 

Still  others  sought  to  profit  by 
hoarding  goods:  "Scores  of  specula- 
tors had  snatched  up  everything  they 
could  lay  their  hands  on  for  hoarding 
and  are  now  reselling  the  equipment  at 
enormous  profits,"  wrote  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine. 

Ending  the  War  with  Honor.  As  the 

war  entered  its  third  year.  National 
Commander  Lewis  Gough  called  on 
President-elect  Dwight  Eisenhower  to 
support  an  attack  on  China.  "Comman- 
der Gough  said  he  recommended  this 
course  of  action  to  Eisenhower  to 
'bring  peace  with  honor'  ...  in  the  Far 
East,"  The  American  Legion  Magazine 
reported  in  its  January  1953  issue. 

While  the  change  at  the  top  of 
America's  government  would  trigger 
a  change  in  war  strategy,  an  attack  on 
China  was  not  part  of  that  strategy. 
And  another  six  months  would  pass 
before  a  permanent  cease-fire  ended 
the  war.  f 


To  break  the  tension  of  the  war,  the  magazme  was  sprinkled  with  lighthearted  fiction 
that  highlighted  what  happened  behind  the  scenes. 


Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 
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&om  Korea 


Cpl.  Charles  Price  sounds  "Taps"  over  the  graves  of  fallen  soldiers  during  memorial  services  at  the  1st  Marine  Division  cemetery  at 
Hungnam  following  the  division's  heroic  breakout  from  Chosin  Reservoir  in  December  1950.  DoD  photo  (Digital  color  by  Holly  K.  Soria) 

Korean  'police  action'  casts  iong  sliadow. 

By  Donald  Johnston 


President  Truman  signs  a  proclamation 
Dec.  16,  1950  declaring  a  national  emer- 
gency. 


HE  KOREAN  WAR 
started  June  25,  1950, 
with  the  invasion  of 
South  Korea  by  the  North 
Korean  army.  The  United 
States  entered  the  fray  June 
30,  1950,  joining  the  Repub- 
hc  of  Korea  army  in  its  de- 
fense of  South  Korea. 
A  number  of  other  coun- 
tries contributed  military 
personnel,  but  they  represented  less 
than  10  percent  of  the  total.  On  July  7, 
1950,  Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur  was 
appointed  by  President  Truman  as  the 
Supreme  Commander  of  the  U.N. 
forces  in  Korea. 

Why  the  war  in  Korea?  To  answer 
that,  one  has  to  look  back  to  World 
War  II.  The  war  ended  with  the  Ameri- 
can and  Soviet  armies  racing  toward 


each  other.  Where  they  stopped  would 
become  a  new  dividing  line  between 
communism  and  freedom. 

While  post-war  treaties  called  on 
the  Soviets  to  hold  free  and  open  elec- 
tions in  their  occupied  lands,  Soviet 
leader  Joseph  Stalin  failed  to  abide  by 
his  promises.  Just  as  Germany  was  cut 
in  half,  so  was  Korea  divided  between 
a  Soviet  zone  and  American  zone,  the 
Soviet  Union  controlling  the  northern 
portion  of  the  peninsula. 

Truman  became  president  after 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt's  death  in  April 
1945.  Gen.  George  Marshall,  then-sec- 
retary of  state,  and  Dean  Acheson,  un- 
dersecretary of  state,  quickly  planned  a 
Western-oriented  government  for 
South  Korea  in  which  that  country 
would  become  a  trade  partner  with 
Japan  (occupied  by  the  United  States). 
This  would  create  a  powerhouse  of 
capitalism  in  Asia  that  hopefully  would 
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In  the  foreground,  from  left,  Brig.  Gen.  Courtney  Whitney;  Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur  ' 
and  Maj.  Gen.  Edward  IVl.  Almond  observe  the  shelling  of  Inchon  from  the  USS  Mt 
McKinley  in  September  1950. 


prove  to  be  a  more  dynamic  economic 
force  than  communism.  In  theory,  this 
partially  capitalistic  Asia  would  then 
spread  to  become  an  all-capitalistic 
Asia  with  Japan,  organized  by  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  its  center. 

To  thwart  such  a  plan,  Stalin  plotted 
the  invasion  and  takeover  of  South  Ko- 
rea, which  triggered  America's  response. 

A  War  by  Any  Other  Name.  In  an 

effort  to  make  the  United  States'  move 
appear  sanctioned  by  the  rest  of  the 
world,  Truman  had  taken  the  issue  not 
to  Congress,  as  required  by  the  Consti- 
tution, but  to  the  U.N.  Security  Coun- 
cil, which  unanimously  approved  the 
motion.  (The  Soviet  Union  was  staging 
a  protest  over  another  matter  and  had 
earlier  walked  out  of  the  Security 
Council.  Its  delegation  was  not  present 
to  use  its  veto  power.) 

Truman  and  his  supporters  used 
semantics  to  defend  the  decision  not  to 
ask  for  a  declaration  of  war. 

If  the  word  "war"  was  not  em- 
ployed, the  Truman  administration  tac- 
itly argued,  a  president  could  send 
troops  anywhere  in  the  world  for  any 
purpose.  Korea  would  be  a  "police  ac- 
tion," the  first  of  many  such 
undeclared  wars.  And  the  constitution- 
al system  would  be  irrevocably  altered. 

Initially,  U.N.  forces  were  thrown 
back  in  Korea.  However,  on  Sept.  15, 
1950,  Operation  CHROMITE, 
MacArthur' s  plan  to  land  behind  ene- 
my lines  at  Inchon,  crushed  the  North 


Korean  forces  in  a  pincer  movement 
between  the  U.N.  troops  in  the  south 
and  the  invading  U.N.  troops  to  the 
north. 

By  November  1950,  the  North  Ko- 
rean army  had  been  obliterated,  and 
the  war  was  basically  over  -  all  in  just 
five  months.  There  was  even  talk  of  the 
troops  returning  home  by  the  Christ- 
mas holidays. 

But  two  decisions  would  make  that 
impossible.  The  first  was  made  in 
Washington.  "I  have  ordered  the  7th 


Fleet  to  prevent  any  attack  on 
Formosa,"  Truman  said  two  days  after 
the  invasion  of  South  Korea.  "As  a 
corollary  of  this  action,  I  am  calling 
upon  the  Chinese  government  on  For- 
mosa (Taiwan)  to  cease  all  air  and  sea 
operations  against  the  mainland.  The 
7th  Fleet  will  see  that  this  is  done." 

That  decision  enabled  China  to 
move  the  major  portion  of  its  military 
might  away  from  its  southeastern 
coast,  since  there  was  no  fear  that  the 
forces  under  Chiang  Kai-shek  would 
make  incursions  from  Formosa. 

The  other  decision  was  made  in 
Beijing.  No  longer  concerned  by  at- 
tack from  the  nationalists  on  Formosa, 
the  Chinese  decided  to  intervene  in 
Korea.  As  U.N.  forces  mopped  up, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  communist 
soldiers  secretly  infiltrated  North  Ko- 
rea, moving  under  the  cover  of  night 
and  hiding  in  the  valleys  and  caves 
during  the  day  to  avoid  detection  by 
U.N.  aerial  reconnaissance. 

Underestimated  Strength.  Maj.  Gen. 
Charles  Willoughby,  intelligence  offi- 
cer for  MacArthur,  had  estimated  this 
force  to  be  only  60,000  to  70,000. 
However,  Maj.  Gen.  Edward  Almond 
estimated  300,000  Chinese  infiltrators 
and  feared  the  Chinese  were  setting  a 
trap  for  U.N.  forces. 

Regrettably,  Gen.  Almond's  esti- 
mate was  far  more  accurate.  The 
300,000  Chinese  turned  out  to  be  Gen. 
Lin  Piao's  4th  Field  Army  and  Gen. 


The  gun  captain  surveys  an  ice-covered  gun  mount  on  the  USS  Oriskany  in  January  1953. 
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lE'l  OUR  COMPAINT 11X1)  YOUR  COMPAIM ! 


^EVERRAKE  AGAIN!  9 

INTRODUCING  THE  INCREDIBLE 

ICyelone  Rake 

EFFORTLESSLY  REMOVE  LEAVES... 
...TALL  WET  GRASS...EVEN  LAWN  DEBRIS! 

...10  times  faster  than  raking,  blowing 

and  hauling  when  you  use  the 
revolutionary  CYCLOlUE  RAKE'" 

You'll  never  dread  field  or  yard  clean-up  again  once  you  use 
the  Cyclone  Rake'."  5HP  engine  driven  vacuum-mulcher  hitches 
to  any  riding  mower.  You  can  easily  sweep  and  pulverize  tons  of 
leaves,  acres  of  grass  cuttings,  pine  cones,  sticks  and  more  with 
10  times  the  lifting  power  of  mowers.  Power  mulching  reduces 
volume  5  to  8  times.  200  gallon  capacity  lets  you  whiz  through 
huge  areas  without  stopping.  Automatically  bag  for  curbside 
pick-up  or  power  unload  to  your  compost  heap  even  over  a  wall 
or  right  up  a  hill!  And  when  you're  done,  it  folds  flat  without 
tools  for  compact  storage.  Affordable  for  home  or  business. 

So,  WHY  STRUGGLE  mth  rakes 


mowers,  blowers,  or  mulchers 

that  jam  and  clog? 
Mail  the  coupon  at  right  for 
FULL  INFORMATION  about 
the  amazing  CYCLONE  RAKE! 
TOLLFREE  1 -(800)-546-0008 


YES!  Please  rush  me  FULL  INFORMATION 

on  the  revolutionary  CYCLONE  RAKE'"  and 
special  pre-season  sale  prices. 


ADDRESS 
CITY   


lAIL  TO:  WOODLAND  POWER  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  AL  900 
72  Acton  St.,  West  Haven,  CT  0651 6 
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'Iruman  really  slapped 
us  in  the  face.  He 
called  Korea  a  'police 
action. '  Here  we  were 
in  Korea  fighting  and 
dying,  and  our 
president  says  that. 
Some  thanks. " 

-  Marine  Cpl.  Frank  BIfulk 

Chen  Yi's  3rd,  though  China  always 
referred  to  the  troops  as  "volunteers." 
Mac  Arthur  and  Willoughby's  miscal- 
culation would  become  a  rallying  point 
for  Mac  Arthur's  detractors. 

When  the  Communist  Chinese 
forces  came  out  of  hiding  from  the  re- 
mote mountain  ravines  in  North  Korea 
to  attack  U.N.  forces  Nov.  25,  1950, 
this  signaled  the  start  of  a  new  war:  the 
Chinese  army  against  the  U.N.  forces. 

As  the  Chinese  crossed  the  Yalu 
River,  the  border  between  China  and 
North  Korea,  they  received  protection 
from  an  unexpected  source:  Washing- 
ton. MacArthur  had  ordered  the 
bridges  on  the  Yalu  River  to  be 
destroyed  by  the  U.S.  Air  Force  to  stop 
the  invasion  of  Chinese  troops,  but  he 
was  shocked  to  find  his  orders  were 
countermanded  by  Gen.  George  C. 
Marshall,  secretary  of  defense. 

Truman  and  Marshall  feared  that 
escalation  in  Korea  and  China  would 
force  America  to  shift  forces  from  Ger- 
many to  Asia,  thus  leaving  a  weakened 
defense  in  Europe  against  possible 
moves  by  Stalin.  After  the  Chinese  in- 
tervention, there  was  also  fear  that  Ko- 
rea would  touch  off  a  third  world  war. 

"I  realized  for  the  first  time  that  I 
had  actually  been  denied  the  use  of  my 
full  military  power  to  safeguard  the 
lives  of  my  soldiers  and  the  safety  of 
my  army,"  MacArthur  would  later 
state.  "To  me,  it  clearly  foreshadowed 
a  future  tragic  situation  in  Korea." 

Oddly,  MacArthur's  feelings  were 
shared  by  his  adversary:  "I  never 
would  have  made  the  attack  and  risked 
my  men  and  my  military  reputation  if  I 
had  not  been  assured  that  Washington 
would  restrain  General  MacArthur 
from  taking  adequate  retaliatory  mea- 
sures against  my  lines  of  supply  and 


Pfc.  Edward  Wilson  of  the  24th  Infantry 
Regiment,  wounded  while  engaged  in 
action  against  the  enemy  forces  near  the 
front  lines  in  Korea,  waits  to  be  evacuat- 
ed to  an  aid  station  behind  the  lines  in 
February  1951. 

communication,"  Gen.  Piao  recounted. 

Any  possibility  of  victory  in  1950 
had  been  successfully  negated. 

Fighting  for  Stalemate.  MacArthur 
was  fighting  to  win  in  Korea.  Truman 
wanted  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 
This  was  an  unprecedented  conflict  of 
attitudes  regarding  the  definition  of 
war.  Should  the  objective  be 
MacArthur' s  "no  substitute  for  victo- 
ry" or  a  more  limited,  politically  sensi- 
tive policy? 

The  answer  remains  in  dispute  even 
today,  but  after  three  years  of  limited 
war  and  stalled  negotiations,  one  thing 
is  clear:  Truman's  war  strategy  created 
untenable  situations  for  the  men  who 
fought  and  died  in  Korea. 

The  differences  between  MacArthur 
and  Truman  would  prove  too  deep  to 
smooth  over,  and  on  April  11,  1951, 
MacArthur  was  replaced  by  Lt.  Gen. 
Matthew  Ridgeway  as  Supreme  Com- 
mander. 

Armistice  talks  began  in  July  1951. 
By  Oct.  28,  agreement  on  a  line  of  the 
demarcation  between  North  and  South 
Korea  was  determined.  On  Nov.  12, 
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Ridgeway  ordered  Lt.  Gen.  James  Van 
Fleet,  commander  of  the  8th  Army,  to 
halt  offensive  operations  and 
commence  active  defense  of  the  U.N. 
front.  For  the  first  time  in  U.S.  history, 
our  armed  forces  were  deliberately 
practicing  stalemate  while  the  negotia- 
tors floundered  at  Panmunjom. 

U.N.  forces  had  been  ordered  to 
establish  a  holding  position  along  the 
agreed-upon  truce  line.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  extremely  bloody  battles 
such  as  the  capture  of  the  Korean  hill. 
Old  Baldy,  by  the  45th  Infantry  Divi- 
sion in  June  1952,  the  war  became  a 
stalemate.  It  was  punctuated  by  nightly 
firefights  and  patrols  to  reconnoiter 
enemy  positions  for  information. 

The  question  heard  with  the  greatest 
frequency  was  simply,  "Why  are  we 
here?"  There  seemed  no  purpose  to 
this  static  war  —  other  than  to  kill  and 
wait  to  be  killed. 

The  treaty  talks  that  had  started  in 
July  1951  dragged  on  until  President 
Eisenhower  (sworn  into  office  in  Janu- 
ary 1953)  removed  the  7th 
Fleet  blockade  of  Formosa 
and  gave  notice  to  the  Chi- 
nese government  that  the 
United  States  was  going  to 
attack  bases  in  China  and 
might  use  the  atomic  bomb. 
Two  weeks  later,  July  27, 
1953,  the  treaty  was  signed. 


Counting  the  Costs.  No 

matter  what  the  exigencies 
of  the  situation  and  argu- 
ments that  can  be  made  for 
committing  U.S.  citizen- 
soldiers  to  the  war  in  Korea, 
one  compelling  argument 
against  the  decision  sur- 
faces. When  committing  the 
lives  of  citizens  of  a  free 
country  to  war,  their  lives 
should  not  be  sacrificed 
upon  the  altar  of  world  poli- 
tics -  a  war  of  attrition  in 
which  their  lives  are 
snuffed  out  as  they  wait  for 
the  politicians  to  try  to  ne- 
gotiate terms  with  an  enemy 
that  is  satisfied  to  stall  until 
their  antagonists  simply 
give  up. 

In  the  wake  of  this  "po- 
lice action,"  Gen.  Mark  W. 
Clark,  who  succeeded 
Ridgeway  as  Supreme 
Commander  of  the  United 
Nations  forces  May  7, 


1952,  said,  "It  was  beyond  my  compre- 
hension that  we  would  countenance  a 
situation  in  which  Chinese  soldiers 
killed  American  youth  in  organized, 
formal  warfare,  and  yet  we  would  fail 
to  use  all  the  power  at  our  command  to 
protect  those  Americans." 

Approximately  34,000  U.S.  military 
personnel  died  in  Korea,  with  an  aston- 
ishing number  of  nearly  107,000 
wounded  and  missing.  Total  U.N.  loss- 
es, including  ROK  Army  units,  were 
more  than  995,000.  Total  Chinese  loss- 
es were  900,000,  while  North  Korean 
losses  were  520,000.  Altogether,  the 
communists  lost  1,420,000. 

Many  surviving  personnel  came 
home  bitter,  emotionally  altered  and 
with  minimal  trust  in  their  government. 
Marine  Cpl.  Frank  Bifulk's  sentiments 
were  shared  by  many  other  Korean  vet- 
erans: "Truman  really  slapped  us  in  the 
face,"  Bifulk  concluded  in  1950.  "He 
called  Korea  a  police  action.  Here  we 
were  in  Korea  fighting  and  dying,  and 
our  president  says  that.  Some  thanks." 


Aside  from  such  human  and  emo- 
tional costs  of  the  war,  there  were 
long-term  political  consequences. 

Executive  powers  were  markedly 
expanded.  The  boldest  assumption  of 
power  was  the  assigning  of  U.S.  troops 
to  military  action  in  Korea  without  pri- 
or congressional  consent.  With  the  se- 
mantic twist  of  calling  the  Korean  War 
a  "police  action"  instead  of  what  it  was 
-  a  war  -  future  presidents  would  send 
troops  anywhere  in  the  world  for  any 
purpose  without  approval,  using  the 
Korean  precedent  as  their  justification. 

Vietnam,  Kosovo,  Bosnia,  a  num- 
ber of  mini-wars  and  even  the  Gulf 
War  indicate  that  Truman's  methods 
have  been  repeatedly  embraced  by  his 
successors. 

In  the  wake  of  the  Truman- 
MacArthur  standoff,  the  tradition  that 
obliged  presidents  to  defer  to  field 
commanders  during  times  of  war  came 
to  an  end.  Truman-style  micromanage- 
ment  has  reared  its  head  in  nearly 
every  conflict  since. 

Finally,  the  role  of  the 
U.S.  military  was  changed. 
Formerly,  its  function  was 
to  defend  the  United  States 
and  its  citizens  from  for- 
eign danger.  In  Korea,  that 
role  was  expanded  to  in- 
clude peacekeeping  for  the 
United  Nations.  What  Tru- 
man did  in  this  regard  in 
Korea  was  imitated  by  oth- 
er presidents  in  Lebanon, 
the  Persian  Gulf,  Somalia, 
Bosnia  and  scores  of  other 
U.N.  missions. 

MacArthur  concluded 
that  Truman's  decision  to 
prevent  the  bombing  of  the 
bridges  between  Korea  and 
China  "foreshadowed  a  fu- 
ture tragic  situation  in  Ko- 
rea." In  the  same  manner, 
Korea  itself  foreshadowed 
the  future  tragedy  of  unde- 
clared wars.^ 

Donald  Johnston  served 
with  the  45th  Infantry  Di- 
vision during  the  Korean 
War  and  was  awarded  the 
Bronze  Star.  He  is  a 
retired  professor  of  music 
from  the  University  of 
Montana. 


A  North  Korean  guard  glares  at  a  Republic  of  Korea  army  guard 

as  they  position  themselves  on  either  side  of  the  Military  Demar-    Article  design: 

cation  Line  in  1998.  Holly  K.  Soria 
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irculaled  Our  ctioice  from  a  variety  ol  ttie  following  dales 
1878, 1879  PS,  1880  POS,  1881  POS,  1882  OS,  1883  POS,  1884  POS.  1885  POS, 
1886,  1887,  1888  POS,  1889, 1890  PO,  1896, 1897. 1898  PO,  1899  0, 1900  PO, 
1902  0.  1903  0.  1904  0,  1921  POS  (Morgan).  1922. 1923.  1924,  1925 

Buy  9  coins  $139'^  Receive  1  Free!! 

Buy  18  coins  $269"  Receive  2  Free!! 

Buy  36  coins  5529"  Receive  4  Free!! 

Buy  90  coins  $1295°°  Receive  10  Free!! 


Chaim  Greenberg 


VIAGRA.  DIDN'T  WORK? 


•  NOW  AVAILABLE  WITHOUT  A  PRESCRIPTION 

•  NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  ALL  ECKERD, 
GENOVESE  AND  SNYDER  DRUGSTORES 


Genovese 


•  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-475-3091 


■  Viagra  is  a  registere 


ENCORE  MEDICAL  •  1002  N.  CENTRAL  EXPRESSWAY,  SUITE  341  •  RICHARDSON,  TX  75080  ■■      flags  •  POLfS  -fiags.  pol£S  •  fiags  •  POLfs  • 


★  Display  Your*! 
Military  Awards!] 

1     3000  Official 
1    Medals,  Badges, 
LPatches  &  Insignia 
Army  •  Navy 

rii 

ll^Hi^Bi^k.*  Air  Force 

Call  for  your  FREE  Color  Catalog 

ygcn -800-486-1 651 

|w^bs?ore  @  www.usmedals.com  | 

tax^TO^hcCO 


LOW  COST  CIGARETTES  STARTING  AT  ONLY  $10.50  per  CARTON 
CALL  TOLL  FREE: 

1-877-234-2447 

www.taxfreetobacco.com 


60%  MORE  JUICE 

FROM  YOUR  APPLES 


all  913  849-310; 

tiappyvalleyrancti  com 

HAPPY  VALLEY 
RANCH 

16577  W327  DEPT  A25 
PAOLA,  KS  66071 


VISION  BREAKTHROUGH! 
IMPAIRED  «  OLDER  EYE  »  ALL 
BriteEye"  Bulb  •  68W  •  20-Year  Life 

Helping  thousands  see  to  read. 
Bright  yellowish  light  beam  is 

SUPERIOR  TO  costly  AIDS. 

Ends  eye  fatigue.  No  Risk  Try. 


U.L  Lisno 
Surs 
OH  usii 


Lamp  &  Round  Base  < 
Lamp  &  Desk  Clamp  J  ™ 

Same-You  Assemble 
Bulb,  Only,  5"  Diameter 


Wf  Pay 


SOLID  ELECTRIC  CORP. 

P.O.  Box  208,  Ronnemede,  NJ  08078 
(856)  939-4272  •  Fax:  (856)  939-2880 


SOCCER  AWARDS 

FREE  R/W/B 
RIBBON 

FREE  catalogs  SAMPLE  MEDAL  1 

CROWN  TROPHY 
SOO-227-1557 

WWW.CROWinSOFHY.COa 

FLAGS  .  POLES  •  FLAGS*  POLfS  •  FLAGS  •  POLES 


FLAG  &  BANNER  SUPPLY 

•Top  Quality  "  "'S'"""""'' 

•Heavy  Duty  Full  Line  of  Flags  &  Banners 

•All  U.S.  Made  ISi^  New  &  Complete  Catalogue 
call  for  quotes  on  ^^1-800-526-^  (3524) 

flagpole  discounts   V    "^lOCAL  740-335-7730  Also  eves 
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LEEIBN  SHOPPER 


VIAGRA  ALTERNATIVE 


RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 


IMPOTENCE  SOLUTION  AND  PREVENTION 
WITH  COMPLETE  VACUUM  THERAPY  SYSTEM 

•  Our  system  comes  with  four  rings, 
our  competitors  comes  with  none! 

•  No  prescription  required 

•  Shipped  in  a  plain  package   

to  your  door  '  name  

•  Medicare  patients  may  qualify    I  address. 
for  a  device  with  no  cost  to  them  I  city  

IMPOTEC  I 


THOUSANDS 
SOLD  AT 

m 


TOLL  FREE  888-231-2486 


6757ARAPAH0 
STE  711,  BOX  333 
DALLAS,  TX752HS 


CHECK/VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER 

SIGNATURE  


The  Monolithic'  Dome 


energy  efficient  and  disaster 


AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
Solid  haitiwood,  gunstockwalnutfinish.  Full  1 " 
between  glass  and  black,  blue,  led  or  white 
velvety  mounting  board.  5'x7"  -$18.95, 
8"x10"  -$24.95,  11  "x14"  -$29.95, 
14"x20"  -  $39.95,  20 "x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  RO.  Boxes) 
R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071 -L,  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepted  (WrrteforFREECatalog) 


iNATIONAL  MOTOR  MUSEUM  MINT,  Dep».GHTB-0068 
ll  Eversley  Ave  ,  Norwalk,  Q  06851-5844 

I  Please  setxi  me  the  (ollowing  Chevrelef  Good  Humoi*  Ice  Cream 
|Truck(s)  ordered  below  on  your  money-back  guarantee,  less  p&h. 

]  □  Good  Humor-  Truck  Only  $9.98  each  qfy  

j  □  1  Complete  Set  (Truck,  Scene  &  Display  Case)  Only  $14.98 
I  □  SAVE  !  2  Complete  Sets  Only  $24.98 
I  □  BEST  OFFER!  3  Complete  Sets  Sale  Only  $33.98 
I     Please  Add  $4  P&H  No  Matter  What  You  Order 

■  Enclosed  is  $  check  or  money  order. 

](a  residents  please  odd  6%  Sales  Tax) 

]0R:  Charge  it:   □  Visa   □  MasterCard  Exp.  


]Acct#  _ 
|Name. 


BUY  FACTORY  DIRECT! 


Ideal  for  shop,  boat  &  vehicle  storage 


20x30  30x44  47x  100 
25x32     40x60    50x  120 


Inventory  vanes 
Factory  Direct  ■  Toll  Free 

800/715-6482 


So/id  Wood  Flag  Case 
Oak  $49."^ 
USA     iiMilHii.    Cherry  or  Walnut  $59." 

(plus  7.50  ea.S/H) 

j.,.ja.u,,^,nc„c:,  888-597-8833 

ka.ii.  NC  :xhhh  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


1878-1921 

%9W 


All  M;ijor  Credit  C:irds  Aixt-plcd 
Call  T.,ll  Fr.^  1-888-260-8111 

9  Susan  Drive  •  WadinK  River,  NV  11792 


MEN'S  WIDE  SHOES 


EEE-EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-13 

'  FREE  cata\oq 
'  High  cjuality 
'  160  styles 


HITCHCOCK  SHOESJNC. 

Dept.  5G  Hingham,  IVIA  02043 
1-600-992-WIDE  iww.wideshoes.com 


LASS  HEARING  AIDS 
A  SIMPLE  TUBE  FITTING 

:THF  FAR  HAMAI   OPFM  ^ 


CALL  OR  WRITE: 
RHODES  HEARING 

DEPT  R11, 
BROOKPORT,  IL  62910 
1-800-320-3300  EXT  R11 
FOR  YOUR  FREE  CATALOG! 


Palmer's  one-hand  operated,  double  & 
single  seat  3  wheelers  are  Gear  driven. 
FREE  BROCHURE  ^ 

Call  800-847-1304  ,.^cC 
.A       PALMER  INDUSTRIES  ^'^'7^ 
P.O.  BOX  5707SE        1^ '  ' 
ENDICOTT  NY  13763 
ALSO  PEDAL  /  ELECTRIC  1  &  2  SEATERS  & 
HANDCYCLES,  ELECTRIC  KIT  FOR  TRIKES 
Visii  us  ill  our  VVoli  .Sue:  «  w u  p.ilmerind.coni 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 
WRITE,  OR  SEND  YOUR  MANUSCRIPT  TO: 

MINERVA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1001  BRICKELL  BAY  DR.,  #2310,  MIAMI,  FL  33131 


Veterans 

FOR  ,\  VrxTRA:^  rATM.ot;  TOR  sr. 

PIECES  OF  HISTORY 

'.os'SW.DepI  \L  CaveCrcd-,  »./  ! 


Call:  480-488-1377  Fax:  1-800-488-1316 
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TODAY,  "PARTING  SHOTS"  is  where 
readers  turn  for  anecdotes,  cartoons  and 
a  light-hearted  look  at  current  events. 
While  this  familiar  postscript  to  The 
American  Legion  Magazine  was  a 
featured  department  during  the  Korean  War, 
cartoons  were  often  sprinkled  throughout  the 
magazine,  providing  some  much-needed  comic 
relief  to  the  wrenching  stories  and  reports 
generated  at  the  battlefront. 

Each  issue  usually  included  a  dozen  or  so  car- 
toons. They  ranged  from  the  satirical  to  the  silly 
and  touched  on  everything  from  family  life  to 
foreign  policy.  Some  shown  here  reflect  a  time- 
lessness  that  veterans  from  any  era  can  enjoy. 


"Found  him  roving  around  in  the  woods,  keeps  mumbling 
something  about  Louisiana  maneuvers,  1940  ..." 


"Is  there  some  accepted  form  of  salute 

that  shows  respect  for  an  officer's 
rank,  but  at  the  same  time  expresses  a 
low  opinion  of  him  personally?" 


"Anyway,  we  won't  have  to  wait  up 
for  the  election  returns." 


"You're  darn  right  I'm  a  taxpayer!  How 
do  you  think  I  got  in  this  condition?" 


"Ever  notice  how  the  married  ones  take  orders  better?" 
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IT'S  TRUE -RICH  GENUINE 
KIDSKIN  LEATHER  -  ONLY  $29.99 

Stuart  McGuire  offers  you  this  ALL-LEATHER 
hoe  for  an  exceptionally  low  introductory  price! 

INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  ONLY 


$2999 


2  or  More  Pairs  $28.99  each 

COMPARE  AT  $79.99  „  „  , 

B  8  to  15 

Style  61630  Black  □  6  to  15 

Style  61631  Grey  7  to  15 

Style  61 632  Cordovan  Color  q    i  5 

Style  61 633  Brown  $29.99        Half  sizes  except 

Please  add  $2.00  for  sizes  13  and  larger         i2'/2,  13'/2,14'/2 
Genuine  leather  inside  and  out  makes  this  handsewn  slip-on  an 
appreciable  value.  Features  include;  •  True  moc  construction 
surrounds  your  foot  in  LEATHER.  •  A  full  LEATHER  moisture- 
wicking  lining  keeps  feet  cool  and  comfortable  all  day  long.  •  A 
genuine  LEATHER  outsole  for  lightweight  comfort  and  durability. 

•  3/4  cushioned  LEATHER  heel  pad  to  absorb  walking  impact. 

•  Concealed  elastic  gore  and  durable  resilient  rubber  heel. 


AN  INNOVATION  IN  COMFORT  LEATHER  WEEKENDERS 

The  most  comfortable  shoe  we've  developed  in  our  90  plus  years  of  business! 

INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  ONLY 


2  or  More  Pairs  $28.99  each 

Our  Quick-Grip*  Weekender 
Provides  Leather  Comfort, 
Lightweight  Flexibility  and 
Pillowy  Cushioning  Right  Out 
of  the  Box! 

This  genuine  leather  goes  through  an 
extensive  tanning  process  to  make  it 
supple  and  buttery  smooth.  qqo 
We've  also  provided  extra  toe 
room  and  our  adjustable,  easy 
on/off  Quick-Grip  closure  for  a  more 

customized  fit.  Durable,  lightweight,   

crepe  rubber  soles  are  ribbed  to  guarantee 
sure-footing. 

Style  1 892  Grey     Style  1 897  Cordovan  Color 
Style  1 893  Bone    Style  1 898  Black 
Style  1 894  Tan      Style  1 899  White  $29.99 

Please  add  $2.00  for  size  1 3  &  up 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  -  ORDER  NOW! 

Stuart  McGuire  Inc.,  425  Well  Street,  Chippewa  Falls,  Wl  54729-1400 
Rush  this  incredible  value  —  for  only  $29.99  per  pair  (2  or  more  pairs  $28.99  each) 
SHIP  TO: 


I  Key  #R411P] 


Name 


City. 


.State 


-Zip 


Daytime  Phone  (_ 


PAYMENT  METHOD 

□  Checker  □  MasterCard  □  Discover  □  VISA  □American 
Money  Order  (1 6  digits)  (16  digits)  (13-16  digits)  Express 
(payable  to  Stuart  McGuire)  (15  digits) 

CREDIT  ^ 

CARD 

NUMBER 


STYLE 
NO. 


DESCRIPTION 
(color,  type  of  shoe,  etc.) 


J  $2.00  for  size  13  &  up 


CARD  OWNER  SIGNATURE 


 /_ 

Mo.  Yr. 


CREDIT  CARD  ADDRESS  (if  not  as  ■ 


SPECIAL  SHIPPING 

□  STUART  McGUlRE  PRIORITY 

ONE  PAIR  -  $5.00 
(AK,  HI  &  U.S.  Terr. -$10.00) 

2  to  6  PAIRS  -  $9.00 
(AK,  HI  &  U.S.Terr  -$14.00) 

□  STUART  McGUIRE  AIR  EXPRESS 

(add  $15,00  per  item) 
Special  Stiipping  is  in  addition  to  ttie 
regular  stiipping  and  fiandling  ctiarges 


k.  \dditional  Special  Shipping  Charges 
^  (See  Box  at  feft) 


PRICE  PER 
ITEM 


Oversize  Charge 


Shipping  &  Handling 


I  residents  add  5%  sales  tax 
(Plus  any  local  lax) 


$6.95 


ST 
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(Qh(pra)Il(^* 


.      \  ^ONLY 

LIMITED  EDITION 


Die  Cast  Metal 
1:43  Scale 


•  The  rubber  wheels  turn 
the  side  and  rear  ice  cream  freezer  compartments  open 
a  full  running  board  and  chrome  colored  bumpers,  and  so  much  more. 


The  National  Motor  Museum  Mint™  ,  through  offidal 
licenses  from  Chevrolet®  and  the  Good  Humoi®  company 
bring  you  a  collectible  ice  aeam  tmck  so  authentic  that 
the  only  thing  missing  is  the  taste  of  the  ice  aeam  bar. 
Engineered  to  Chevy®  Specihcations  With 
Authentic  Good  Humor®  Emblems  and  Logos 
Every  last  detail  in  this  precision-made  detailed  vehicle  is 
matched  in  precise  scale  ratio.  The  attention  to  detail  on  this 
genuine  collectible  is  so  good  that  the  windshield  even  reads 
"  NO  RIDERS ."  This  is  the  die-cast  that  youH  want  to  own  for 
your  collection  as  well  as  buy  for  the  Idds  to  play  with. 


LBVflTED  EomoN  WiiH  Certihcate  of  Authenticity 

Each  die-cast  ice  cream  tmck  comes  with  a  Certificate  of 
Authenticity  certifying  its  double  official  license  and  each 
unit  is  part  of  a  limited  edition  to  be  retired  in  July  of 
2001.  Authentic  die-cast  tmcks  like  this  sell  for  up  to 
$29.98,  however,  as  part  of  this  special  promotion  we  are 
authorized  by  Chevrolet®  and  Good  Humor®  to  sell  each 
tiuck  for  the  inaedibly  low  price  of  only  $9.98. 

60  Day  money  Back  Offer 
You  must  be  completely  thrilled  with  your  purchase  or 
your  money  will  be  refunded  (less  P  &  H.) 


NATIONAL  MOTOR  MUSEUM  MINT,  Dept.GHTB-0068 
1  Eversley  Ave  ,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 

Please  send  me  ifie  following  Chevrolef  Good  Humoi^  Ice  Cream 
Truck(s)  ordered  below  on  your  money-back  guarantee,  less  p&h. 

J  Good  Humor®  Truck  Only  $9.98  each  qty  

J  1  Complete  Set  (Truck,  Scene  &  Display  Cose)  Only  $14.98 

□  SAVE  !  2  Complete  Sets  Only  $24.98 

□  BEST  OFFER!  3  Complete  Sets  Sale  Only  $33.98 
Please  Add  $4  P&H  No  Matter  What  You  Order 

Enclosed  is  $  check  or  money  order. 

(CT  residents  please  add  6%  Sales  Tax) 

lOR:  charge  it:   □  Visa   □  MasterCard  Exp.  


(4  1/2"  Tmck  in  6  1/2"  Display  Case 

DISPLAY  case  with  STREET  SCENE 

But  that's  not  all.  If  you  would  like  to  add  to  your  authentic  ice  cream  truck  the  real  flavor  of  the  50's 
we  have  added  a  full  nostalgic  scene  complete  with  a  dalmatian  and  three  ice  cream  crates  for  very  lit- 
tle extra  cost.  See  the  coupon  for  the  tiny  extra  price  to  turn  your  1953  Chevrolef  Good  Humor'  truck 
into  a  entire  street  scene  complete  with  a  durable,  handsome  display  case  with  commemorative  plaque. 

FOR    VALUABLE  FREE  CIFXS  VISIX  US  AX: 

national tvbargains  -  com 


Acct#  _ 
Name 


Address . 
City_ 


State 


-Zip. 


Fit-Forever 
EXECUTIVE  SLACKS 

Postage! 


FREE 

ostaaf^fi< 


Heavenly  fabric,  new  heather ed  hues 
and  still  the  best-fitting  pants  ever  created! 


Fit-Forever^^  ^ 
EXECUTIVE  2^ 

SLACKS    3  for  51 .25 


pairs 
for 


34 


95^ 


4  for  67.25 


Haband  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Peckville,  PA  18452 

Send  slacks.  I  enclose  $  purchase 

price  plus         tow/ard  postage.  


FOR  MAXIMUM  COMFORT, 
ORDER  YOUR  USUAL  WAIST  SIZE! 
Waist:  30  32  34  36  38  40  42  44 
'Big  Men  (just  $3  more  per  pair):  46  48  50  52  54 
Inseams:  S{27-28)  M{29-30)  L(31-32)  XL(33-34) 


FREE 
Postage^ 


3)  7T3-0H8 

WHAT 
WAIST? 

WHAT 
INSEAM? 

HOW 
MANY? 

06 

Grey  Heather 

03 

Navy  Heather 

11 

Green  Heather 

04 

Brown  Heather 

□  Check      □  MasterCard 

□  Visa     □  Discover/NOVUS® 

Card  #  

 Exp.:  /_ 


□  Check  for 
(757)  Fit-Forever 

Belt.  G-i-v-e-s 
one  full  inch!  Bonded  | 
leather  $6.95  ea. 
Even  sizes  30-54. 


Fit-Forever  Belts 

Smooth,  reverses  to  'gator  look. 


01  BLACK  BELT 


04  BROWN  BELT 

WHAT 

SIZE?  


Mr./Mrs./Ms. 
Address  


Apt.  # 


City/State_ 


Zip 


100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or 
yi(fQl     f^ull  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


S-T'R-E-T-C-H 

P 

4  extra  inches  of  S-'PR-E-T^C-H!  | 
  (and  only  you  know  it's  there!)  ■•a 

•  Oxford-weave  imparts  a  soft  hand 
and  fine  drape 

•  Heathered  colors  are  deep  dyed, 
rich  and  lustrous 

•  Fit  Forever  elastic  inserts  provide 
additional  stretch 

•  Machine  wash  &  wear  polyester 

•  Slimming  flat  front,  dress  pant 
tailored  lining  in  the  waistband 

•  2  quarter  top  pockets,  2  back 
button-thru  pockets  and  a  handy 
functional  watch  pocket  tool 

•  Sturdy  top-stitched  belt  loops 
Priced  to  move,  too —  hurry!  f 

J   /  Duke  Habernickel,  Pres. 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Peckville,  PA  1845^ 


For  fastest  possible  service  call  I-800-742-2263 


Order  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week! 


